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UNITED STATES

PATENT. OFFICE.

STEPHEN USTICK, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

TABLE FOR INVALIDS.

Speciﬁcntiﬂn forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,804, dated July 18, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN USTICK, of the
city and county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, bave invented a new and useful
Table Apparatus forInvalids; and I dohereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and

exact description of the construction and op-
eration of the same, reference beinghad to the

annexed drawings, making a part of thisspec-
ification, in which—

* Figure 1 is a perspective view of the table G

~ and parts attached to the same. Fig. 2 1S &

vertical longitudinal section of the table 1n

connection with a bedstead. Fig. 3isa vertical

cross-section of the table at the red line @ b of

Fig.1. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the

movable rest H. TFig.5 is a perspective view

of the pen-rack I. Fig.6is aperspective view
of the match-safe D. Tig. 7 is a perspective
view of the book-rest R. Iig. 8 1s & perspec-
tive view of the wash-bowl board N.  Ifig. 9 is
a perspective view of the show-frame O and
apron P.. Fig.10 is a perspective view of one
of the adjustable foot-pieces b. |

Like letters in all the figures represent the

same parts. |
"~ The nature of my invention consists of a
portable table apparatus for invalid bedsteads,
adapted tovarionsuses,recreations,andamuse-
ments of adults and children while in bed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation. |

A A represent the foot-posts, and B B the
side rails, of a bedstead.

- Cis a portable table, which, when in use, 18
placed transversely with the bedstead, and at
a convenient distance from the head of the
same. At other times it may be moved to the
foot or entirely from it. The table and several
devices which are used in connection with 1t
are represented in Fig. 1. Other devices are
shown in the other ficures. The height of the
table isgraduated to suit different sizes of per-
sons by means of the adjustable foot-pieces b
in the mortises ¢ ofthe legsa, therebeingholes
d in the foot-pieces, as seen in Fig. 10, which
fit on the pins 4’ which pass through the mor-
tises, the holes d varying in distance from the
edges 0/, b, b, and b’ for that purpose.
There may also be a plurality of holes at dits

| ferent heights in the legs « for the accomplish-

ment of the same end.

For ordinary use the topof the table may be
in a single piece, but to make it subserve all
the uses for which I design it I usually con-

‘structit withseveral principalcompartments,1
2 3, which occupy the greater portion of its

length, and minor compartments 4, 5, 6, and
7 at the ends, the former containing cases 1/,

2/, and 3'—being ladies’ work, writing, and

dressing cases—of equal dimensions, so as 10
be susceptible of transposition when required.
These compartments have covers 17, 2/, and
3//, The compartments 4, 5,6, and 7 may be
used severally for holding an inkstand, lamp,
&e. In one of these compartments there 1S a
mateh-safe, D, which may be placed in either,
as convenience may require. 1 usually con-
struct the safe of a block of wood, with a few
holes, e, each only large enough to hold a sin-
sle mateh, topreventaccidents. On the under
side of the cover 2 I confine a writing-pad or
portfolio, E, and in like manner a looking-
glass, B/, on 3", each of which is reversed and
held in position in the manuer I will herein-
after describe. o

For the purposes I will presently specify I
construct the sides of the table C with longi-
tudinal guides or ways I' I, of any suitable
form, although I prefer the dovetail form as
represented in the drawings. The several de-
vices which are combined with the said ways
have corresponding female dovetails, and are
movable by means thereof to any part of the
table, as occasion may require, or they may be
removed therefrom. | | |

G is a sliding box connected in that manner
with the table for the reception of such things
as it might be unsafe to set flat on the same.

H is @ movable rest to support the reversi-

ble .covers 2/ and 3", when desired to be placed

on an angle. It has adjusting-screws ffior
varying the angle-of the covers. The_cover,
2/ ig represented in its reversed and angular
position for writing in Fig. 1, the lower front
corner resting in a V-groove in the top of the
front rail.of the table-frame. |

I is a pen-rack, which has a dovetail groove,
g, as seen in Fig. 5, that fits on one of the
ways F, and vertical holes ¢’ for holding pens
and peneils,
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J 1s a pin-cushion on the dovetailed block 7 |

connected with the front guide-strip T
K is a small vise or pair of clamps for hold-
Ing any light article to be worked.

I 18 a screen, whose stem % turnsin a hole in
the swivel-block j, which isconnected by means
of the screw & with the dovetailed block 7 on |
thesaid guide-strip. Thescreen thusconstruct-
ed and arranged may, as will readily appear,

be placed at any part of the table required, or l

at any suitable height to screen the eyes of
the patient who may be lying down or sitting
up in bed.

M 1sa rack for holding a newspaper or other
article to beread. It isformed.of theuprights
m m,and one or more cords, m’. The uprights
m have dovetails n on their lower ends, which
have an easy fit between corresponding strips,
n’y on the endratls of the table, so that the said
uprights may be removed when required. Rig-
1d bars or rods may be used instead of the
cords. There are clamps o o for holding the
upper edge of the papersecurely tothe cord m/.

N is a board, which is placed on the table
when required to hold washing apparatus.

For the purpose of presenting pleasing pict-
ares to small children, I construct the frame
0, which is connected tothe waysF F by means
of the female dovetails, as seenin T'ig. 9, there
being an endless apron, P, on rollers whose
journals ¢ turn in the uprights » . Attached
to one end of the shaft of the upper roller
there is a crank, Q, for giving motion to the
apron. | .

If desired, the roller may Le actuated by
means of a weight or spring, so as to keep the
apron in motion a considerable length of time
without an attendant. I print thepicetures on
the apron, or else attach them in any conven-
ient manner, so that they may be removed to
make place for other pictures. The device

may at times when not required on the table
C be used on an ordinary table. L

There 1s a book-support, R, (represented in
Fig. 7Tand shown by red lines in Fig.3,) which
18 placed at any desirable angle, with its flat
surtface at the top edge resting against the
front corner of the table C, the openings s s in

- 1ts lower edge resting on the pins ¢, which are

adjustable to different heights by means of the
holes u in the front legs of the table, which, as
represented 1n the drawings, project out from
the frame for that purpose. .

- Having thus fully described the construe-
tion and operation of my table and apparatus

| for invalids, what I claim therein as new, and

desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Thecombination of the foot-nieces b with
the legs a of the table C, when constructed,
arranged, and operating substantially as de-
seribed.

2. Combining and arranging the cord m/
and clamps 0 o with the table C by means of
the uprights m m, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

3. Combining the longitudinal guides or
ways I If with the table C, substantially in the
manper and for the purposes above described.

4. The combination and arrangement of the
box G, rest H, pen-rack I, pin-cushion J,

clamps K, and screen L with the table C by

means ot the longitudinal gnides or ways I F,
substantially in the manner deseribed, and for
the purposes specified. - | |

5. Combining and arranging the endless
apron P with the table C by means of the
frame O and gunides F I, substantially as and
for the purpose specified. |

In testimony that the above is my inven-
tion I have hereunto set my hand and affixed
my seal this 22d day of March, 1865.

STEPHEN USTICK. [I.S.]

Witnesses :
Wwum. H. HELMBOLD, |
JAMES McCAHON.
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