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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

MILTON BARNARD,

syl

OF UNIONVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHEEP-RACKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,641, dated July 11, 1865.

T'o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, MILTON BARNARD, of
Unionville, in the county of Chester and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented a newand Im-

proved Sheep - Trough and I do hereby de-
clare that the followmn is « full, clear, and ex-
act description thereof, “which w111 en able others
skilled in the art to ma,ler.e and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, formmg part of this specification, In
which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my invention;
Fig.2, a transverse vertical section of the same,
taken in the line x x, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate like

- parts.

The obgect of this invention is to obtain a
- trough by which a number of sheep may be
- fed equably—that is to say, each have anequal
share of the feed. Sheep cat very rapidly,
and unless some means be devised to regulate

the supply of feed to the trough and have the

former equally distributed in the latter some
- ofthesheep—thestrongestand foremostones—
~will get more than their share. |

My invention, it is believed, fully obviates
this difficulty ; and to this end it consists in
having a hopper placed overorabove the feed-
ing - trough—one or two of the latter being
- used—and having the hopper counstructed in
- such a manner that the grain or feed may be
discharged therefrom more or less rapidly into
the feeding trough or troughs and equally
distributed in them throughout their entire
~ length.

A A represent two feeding- trounh , SUpport-
ed at a suitable height by end pleCBb, a @, Or
any proper framing. These feeding- troughs
are divided by a p’l.I'tltIOH B, formed of two
~ boards or planks which are mclmed and meet

- at their upper edges, as shown clearly in Fig.
2. This partition extends a considerable dis-
tance  above the froughs A A and projects
within the hopper C, which is composed of two
pivoted boards or- sides, b b, one at each side
of the partifion B. The pivots ¢ of these sides
b b are fitted 1n the end pieces, ¢ a, which ex-
tend up above the troughs A A and form the
ends of the hopper as well as the ends of the
troughs.

The sides b b, in consequence of being hung
or suspended on the pivots ¢ ¢, may Ye ad-
~justed so that their lower ends will be in con-

tact with the partition B, as shown in tint in
Fig. 2, or said ends moved out from B, as
shown in red outline in the same figure. In
the former adjustthent of the sides b b the hop-
per C is closed, and in the latter adjustment it
1S open. |

The sides b b of the hopper are moved or
adjusted by means of two arms, d d, the outer
ends of which are pivoted in the smles bb,the
inner ends of the arms lapping over each other,
each being slotted longitudinally, with a pin,
¢, passing through the slots, said pin also pass-
ing through the Tower end of an upright arm,

‘D, theupper end of which is fitted on the outer

end of the lower arm of a bent lever, K, the
faleram of the latter being in the upper end of
one of the end pieces, a. It will be seen that
by actuating this lever I the sides b b may be
adjusted so as to open and close the hopper
and let down the grain or feed into the tronghs
in greater or less quantities, as may be de-
sired, the grain or feed falling down the in-
clined sides of the partition Binto the tronghs.
In case several of these devices are used their
levers K may be conneeted to a rod, (shown
in red 1n Kig. 1,) so that the sides b b of all the
hoppers may be adjusted simultaneously, and
the levers I& may be retained a4t any desired
point within the scope of their movement by
means of a pawl orarm, I, connected to them
by a pivot, and having their lower ends en-

gaging w1th a .E»egmentmek (3, as shown in.
Iig. 1.

I would remark that the device may be con-
structed with only one trough, A, and a hop-
per, U, constructed with only one side, b; but
the double form would be preferable.

Thus by this simple device the feed-troughs
may be supplied with grain or feed gradually
and evenly throughout, and the Sheep equably
fed or supplied with feed.

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
asnew zmd desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

The pyramidal partition B, extending up-
ward beyond and between the ends of the piv-
oted sides b b, for the purpose of forming two
separate hoppers and troughs, substantially as
herein described. -

" MILTON BARNARD,

Withesses:
CHARLES BARNARD,
THOMAS W. JONES.
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