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e To all wkom zt My cmwem |

- Beitknown that I, J oSEH H. LITTLEFIELD
B of Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and
- Stateof Massach usetts, haveinvented newand

- useful Improvements in Breeching-Hooks for
~+ Carriage-Shafts; and 1 do hereb} declare the |
- following is afull, and exact deseription of the
- same, reference being had to the drawings
- which accompany: and form a part of tlle.se'

spemﬁcatmns, in which— -
~ Figure 1 represents the hoak IE‘StlI]'D“ in its
- place on the shaft; Fig. 2, &ectlonal view,
showing the extent of nmvement given to the
front-end of the curved lever A, the manner of
inserting the spiral spring I, also the method
- of fastening the article to the shaft. Tfig.3is
~ a top view of the hook. Fig. 41s a &ectwnal
view, showing the elongatmn of the standard

- B and the pla,cL occupied by the spring -T7 ;

TFig.5,a view,in part, of the under side of the

o - lever A, display, g the slot ful the elangatmn
- or tongueb e | |
- The same letturs 1epu,sent couespondnm-

'pm tsin the dlfferent figures. = |
~ Letter A represents a bent OT CUrV edd ]ex u‘,
‘the front end of which rises and falls, as indi-

. cated by the dotted lines in Fig. 2; letter B,a

‘standard, which, with its ﬂr.mﬂe H and the'
screw B, forms the firm and mlmomble part

of the hook C, an elon owtion of the standard
'B extendmﬂ* 111‘[0 the blf)b Iin the lever A on

-"1ts under sule as seen in Ifig.2; D, an eleva-
‘tion on the lever A, to allmn ﬁufﬁcleut exten-
tion to the e]ongﬂ,‘twn or tongue C of the stand-
ard B; I, a partof the st%ndf.u d B, which en-
-~ ters the bh&ft and has a screw (,ut on its sur-

o face, as seen in Fig. Z; F, a spiral spung, of

~ steel or brass, and, actin o on the under side of
~ the short arm of the lever A, Leeps the other

- end down to the EJJatt H, the flange of the

~ standard B, with a mor tlse for the 10W£‘1 end
-~ ofthe ]ewr A and the spring I, as seen in Fig.
23 I, a slot in the under side of the lever A

o . 1ecen"1ng the elongatmu of the standard B.

The object of my invention is to fur msh 28

- . -.Stroug and durable breeching-hook which will
o ;promptlvletoutthebleechmn strap when,from |
~ Dbreaking the tugs or any other accident, safety

- may suddenly reqlme, it, and one that Wlll be

sure to keep the S‘ud stmp 111 lts proper plaee ._ '

- atb all other times.

To enable those skilled in the art to- make_
and use my invention, I will more particularly

describe its structare and mode of operation.

“The parts A and B, I make of any metal or

'composmon of metal that would be of suitable
‘strength for the purpose. |
The spring I' may be of rubber or metfﬂ or

any other equivalent thereto. -
The object of making the tongue or elonga |

| tion Cextend apward into the 1ever Alsavery
important one, as it prevents any open space

between the standard B and the lever A when

said lever is raised up, as indicated by the dot- -
‘ted lines in Tig. 2. The objection to an open
space here is that any want of care in hitching
thebreeching-strap would let it (the said strap)
slip 1n between the standard B and the lever
A, and thus danger be produced instead of -
av mded

This armngement of allowing the
extension of the tongue C has another impor-
tantadvantage,asit allows the front end of the

lever A to be lifted higher from the shaft than
any other mmﬂarly constructed hook hereto-

fore in use, and thus renders it certain that
thebr eechmg straps,thougn stiff and wide,will
slip. out when the tugs or whiffietree breaks,

or when, for any o_ther reasons, it is desired to ]
free the horse suddenl y from the carriage.
Still further, this tongue C keeps the lever A

from being bent from side to side, and perhaps
broken in case of the homes fallmﬂ down, or
otherwyise. -
I do not claim broadly, the use of self-re-
leasing breechmw hooks, nor any particular
form of hook, or especlal manner of attachmg_ -

‘1t to the Shaft but

What1do c,l'um and desne t0 secure by Let—

'tels Patent, is—

The hook: A, with 1ts swell D and slotI the | :
standard B, Wlth its tongue or continuation C,
and the: sl)rmﬂ I", all constructed, arranged,

and combined subbtantlally as descrlbed and

for the pnrpa'%e% set forth.
- JOSEPH H. LITTLEI‘IELD
Witnesses:
 DaANIEL C. COLBY,
T T (JUS]I[NG‘
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