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,--To a,ll whom it May -concern :

on from the ba,ck ot the head or neck or even

Be it known' that I, FRANCIS FEARON of | from the top of the head, and this I eﬁ'ectmth

Great George Street, \Ve&tmmster, Lﬁndoni

~ England, have invented an Improved Appa-

ratus for Softening or Deadéning Sound; and
I do hereby declare the following is a fall and
- exact dBSGIlpthl’l thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying sheet of drawings.

- The object of my invention is to lessen the
- effeet of sound in the ears of travelers by rail-
W ay or in the many other cases where cnutmu

. ous crashing or other un plmbant 110133 may De.
distressing to individoals. @ |

In order to effect iny object, I mdke an ap-
paratus by theuse of which a small plate, pad-

ded on its inner face with some soft elastic,

semi-elastie, or ¢ther material, and made ot
iron, silver, or any suitable metal or material,-
is madeto press lightly on the ¢ tragus” of each

very shght alterations of the parts, such alter-

-ations. being: principally in the curve of the
‘wire spring. under the lobe of the ear, or over
the ear, to bribg the plates onto the tragus.
I prefer. the apparatus to pass from under the
lower jaw and in front of the lobe of the ear,

as being less visible when worn, for if the back -

of the plates and -the wire l)e enaineled the
color of skin, the apparatus will not readily at-
tract the ey e, particularly when carried by men
wearing whiskers or beard, or both, or- by la-_

dies wearing bonnet- ‘%tuugs, &e.

If desired, I make that part of _mhe splmﬂ'--

:wlnch comes beneath the de, or the junction,

_if the spring be in two parts, in such wise that
by pressure of the thumb a.nd finger ore or
‘both of the plates may be temporarily pressed

ear, the pressure being obtained Ly means of | outward from the tragus of the em, thus per-

a metal-wire spring, descendmgfrom each plate_ |
under the lobe of the ear, and 80 downm ard.

below the under jaw. :

- Iigure 1 on the drawings is @ fmm; t_.lem-
~ tion of the apparatus, (natural size,) made wi ith -
strong wire acting as spring, the plates béing

~of brass and the pﬂddmn‘ covered with velvet,
- Fig. 2 being a side view of same, a mdwatmg |
_the spring, b the metal plates., and c the Iads,

~ in each of the tlgures respectively.

It will be understood that although I show-
- only’ one form of ﬂpparatuq as a type of myin--|
;Ventwn, I .makethe spring partof my appara- |
tus in any imm, shape, or way, or of any ma-

terial I may find in practice most conducive

to the end required—namely, a gentle but firm

pressure of the padded plates on the tragus

of the ear; and although I prefer to effect my

obJecb as shown—say by wire or thin plates

- *pa,ssmg from a common center beneath the
lower jaw up to and past the lobe of each.ear—
- yeb I make tne apparatus, when desired, to fit

mitting full sound to enter.’

Ha,vmg now. descrlbed the nature ot my in-
mntlon and -shown a imeans by which I carry
it into practical  effect, I would have it ‘dis-
tumt]y understood that I do- not: confine iny-
self to the precise detaily herein given, or to
the ﬁgme shhown on the gheet of drawings, as
-modifications may be made mthout departing
from my iuvention; dll(l '

Ieclaim— -

The exclusive nse of an apparamb i'or r~=-:Jnfr,-.
emng or deadening sound by meaus of press-
ure on the tragus of each ear, substantially as
herein described, and 11111%trated bv the draw-
ings.

' FRANCIS FEARON.

- Witnesses: |
Harry J. GEDGE,
Sol icitor, 4 Millman Street, ‘Bed fo; dRavw, Londan
- JOHN GEDGE, .
11 Wel?mgton Street St and London.
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