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To all whom it mag _j CONCErn :

| Be it known that T, JUSTUS A. TRAUT of
‘New Britain, county of Har tford, and State of

- Connecticut, have invented certain new aund
- useful Improvemente in Fold-Rules; and I do
~ hereby declare that the same is deserlbed and

R ~ represented 1n the following HI)PGIﬁb&blCIl and

drawings, and to enable others skilled in the
art to make and use the same, I will proceed to

describe its construction by referring to the

- drawingsand lettersof reference mmked there-
on.

The nature of ﬂllS 1111prmemeub will be ul-
_derbteed from the specification and drawings.
The object desired to be obtained thereby 1S to

- secure & proper rigidness to the joints, so asto
- hold open in a stramht line.
rules now in use, eftel they have been used a |

It the common

little time the joints become loose, so as to
render it necessary to set up tllGJOlut by ham-
mering the rivet or fuleram-pin % in order to
By this improvement it is
‘believed that the ditficulty will be entu'e]y eb |
viated.

In the %cempau)mg dl.«_twmgs, Flgme 1
shows a section of a rule or joint as constracted
“under this improvement, and showing the de-

o ~ vice protruding, by means of which the ruleis

set or rendered more rigid than in the common
rules. Fig. 2 shows a joint opened to about a
right angle to show the protrusion of a spring
on the ontside of the joint. Tig. 3 is a section

~ cut through the center of the Iule to show the

- device in detail.

‘a is a metallic juint. b shows the wood to

- which the joiutis fitted, both of which are made |
- in the usual way. In the center piece, a/, of |
~ the joint is cut one or more slits, c, dwergmg
¢ about a right- augle direction from a point

|
|

i

in the circle of the joint nearly in line of the
inside edge of the rule. Into these slits I place
a metallic spring, d, the shape of which will
be understood by reference to the drawings.
This spring should be made about the same

in width with the thickness of the center piece,
‘a/,of the jointin which it is placed.

e is a eurved piece of metal secured by pins
%, Or other proper means, to the wood-work, so
as to fit closely up to the outer edge of the'

center portion, ', of the joint, 80 that the pro- -

truding surface of thespringd will work against
the surface of said curved piece e. These
springs may be made more or less tenacious,
as desirable. By this arfangement the rule
may be open and for use, andretainits straight
or rigid position.

I am aware that other forms of Springs may
be used to accomplish the same purpose with-
out changing the principle of my improvement.

I believe I have thus shown the nature,con-

struction, and advantage of my improvement,

so as to enable ethers skilled in the art to
make the same therefrom. |

~ What I claim therefore, and desve to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

- 1. The slit ¢ in 'the center pleee, a’y of the
joint a, for the purpose of receiving a device
for producing tension or rigidness, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

-~ 2. The employment of a metal piece, d, or its.
equivalent, placed in the slits of the JIOIIIt ay,
substentlelly as and for the purpose described.

JUSTUS A. TRAUT. [L.8)]

Wltnesses
R. S. PORTER,
ALI‘RED ANDREWZ
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