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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EDWIN DUNBAR, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK.

IMPROVED BOOT-HEEL.

| Speciﬁeatlen forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,266, dated June 20, 1865,
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To aﬂ whom it fmazy CONCErN, :

Be 1t known that I, EDWIN DUNBA.R of the

- ¢ity of Buaffalo, eountv of Erie, and Stete of
New York, have invented a new and Improved
Boot-Heel; and I do hereby declare that the
_tfollowing 1 is a full and exact description there-
- of, reference ----- being had to the accompanying
dmwm os, makmg a pert of this SpBCIﬁG‘l‘l‘lon |
in which—
~ Figuare lisa plan view of a metallic n*r'omfed
or recessed plate for holding an elastlc rubber
heel-piece. Fig.IIisa 1011g1tudma,1 section of
~ the same. Fig. 111 1s a longitudinal section of
the same in combination with the elastic heel-
piece. FKig. 1V representsthe improvementas
attached to a boot or shoe.

The nature of this invention consists in con-
structing a metallic plate in the exterior form
- of a boot or shoe heel, with an interior dove-
tail form for holding an elastic heel-piece, and
also. having an inner flange or rim for a per-
manent attachment to a foundation leather
~ heel, and in the combination therewith of a
| ruhber or elastic reversible heel-sole. |
Letters of like name and kind refer to like

~ parts in each of the figures.

A represents a metallic plate, whlch llas the
interior dovetail form, as ehown n seetmn,
Fig, IT and III. It also has an inner flange or
 rim, ¢, for the purpose of being permanently
attached by screws, or otherwise, to a founda-
tion leather heel formed'on the boot or shoe of
sufficient thickness and strength to hold this
improvement. Holes are made through this
flange, as shown at ¢* in the drawings, to per-
mit its being fastened by suitable screws , Nails,
or rivets to the foundatlon leather heel

Lieel-tread of the wearer.

| expense.

B represents a heel or treading piece, which
is made-of india-rubber, guntta-percha, or other
elastic material, and of such shape that it will
exactly fit and fill the inside dovetail space in
the metallic plate and project below 1t one-
fourth of an inch, more or less, to receive the
The elastmltgr of the
material will permit it to be compressed suffi-
ciently to be put into the plate, and when in
it expands and fills the inner dovetail form of
the plate, by which it is firmly held in place
without other fastening for all ordinary pur-
poses of wearing, forming an easy, noiseless,
and elastic tread. These elastic pieces may
be changed from one heel to the other, or from
right to left, and viee versa, so that both sides
will wear down alike, and thereby insure &
square symmetrical heel at all times. When

“worn ouf, new pieces may be readily supplied,

so that a good symmetrical heel may be re-
tained upon the boot or shoe until the boot or
shoe is entirely worn out, and at a very small
One pair of metallic plates will
probably last for several pairs of boots.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

A metallic holdin ﬂF"--p]a,te,, A, having an mner
dovetail groove for receiving "and holding the
elastic tread- -piece B, so that the tread-piece will
be firmly held in the oroove by 1ts expansive
force without other fe,stenin o, for the purposes
and substantially as described.

EDWIN DUNBAR.

Witnesses:
- GEOo. W. WALLACE,
W. H. FORBUSH. |
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