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~ UNITED STATES

PaTENT

FFICE,

- JUDAH LEVY, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

IMPROVEMENT IN HOOP-SKIRTS.

Sﬁeciﬁcations forming-part of Lattei'a" Patent No. 47.735, dated May 16, 18.65. N

lo all whom it mdy concerm:

Be it known that I, JupAH LEVY, of Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an Im-
provementin Hooped-Skirts; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference bein o

had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon. - |

My invention consists of strips of steel or

other elastic material secured to the hoop of
a skirt by certain fastenings, the whole bein g
arranged in respect to the tapes and to the
loopson the samein the manner described here-
inafter, so that the tapes may be maintained
In their proper position on the hoops, and so
that the usual wear and tear of the tapes when
they are in contact with the hoops may be
obviated. o | S
- In order to enable others skilled in the art
to make my invention, I will now proceed to
describe the manner of constructing the same.
On reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
Figure 1 is a front view of part of a hooped
8Xirt, drawn to an enlarged Scale and illus-
trating my improvement; Fig. 2, a plan view
of Fig. 1; Iig. 3, a vertical section on the line
L2, Iig. 1; and Fig. 4 a view of the metal
clasp as it appears Defore it is bent.
- Similar lettersrefer to siinilar parts throun gh-
out the several views. | |
A represents a portion of one of the ordi-

nary thread-covered steel hoops of a hoop- |

skirt, and B a portion of one of the tapes
which serve to connect the several hoops to-
gether. In weaving these tapes they are made
double atintervals, so as to form hoops or folds
similar to that shown at a, Fig. 3, the hoops
passing through these loops. Wherever such
a loop occurs I secure a short strip, D, of elas-
tic material—a strip of the thread-covered

steel, for instance—and secure it to the hoop

A by metal clasps E E, the strip being on the

outside of the tapes, as seen in Fig. 3. Each |

clasp consists of the metal plate F, cut to the

[ form represented ’i'_n i g, 4 ,'.,an dis applied tothe -

hoop A and strip D in the mannershownin Fig.
2, the projections b b of the plate being folded
round the hoop A. and the projectionsd d and

¢ ¢ round the strip D, thereby firmly secaring

the latter to the hoop. This clasp is similar
1o those commonly used in securing the two
ends of a skirt-hoop together. The body of"

the tape is confined laterally between the strip

D and the Loop A and longitudinally be- |
tween the points z z of the two clasps, the fold

@ of the tape passing, as Lefore remarked,
round the hoop A. | e .

~In ordinary hooped skirts, composed of
thread-covered hoops, the latter simply pass
through the folds of the tapes, to which they
‘are confined by one or more metal fastenings

or by stitches. The tapes near the hoops are

consequently pressed and rubbed against the
above the skirt, and soon become so worn that
the skirt becomes useless. _ -

The strip D with the fastening E, adapted

to the hoop in the manner described, serve the

twolold purpose of protecting the tape from
external pressure and friction at the point
where it is in contact with the hoops and of
confining the tapes to their proper position on -

the hoops, the uniform regularity of the skirt

being thereby maintained. = -

I claim as my invention and desire to se:

'cnre_by Letters Patent— S
Thestrip D, of steel or other elastic-material,
secured to the hoop A by the fastenings E, or

thelr equivalents, and arranged in respect to

the tape B and its loop or fold a, as set forth,

for the purpose specified.

| In'_testimouy WhereofI.'h__m*e' s_ign'ed my e
name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.

Witnesses: .
HENRY HOWSON, -

- JOHN WHITE.

rigid hoops by the constantly-moving dress -

JUDAH LEVY.
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