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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES M. CROMWELL, OF NEW YOREK, N. Y.

DANCING TOY.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No, 46,997, dated March 28, 1865.

To all whom Tt may concerw:
Be it known that I, JAMES M. CROMWELT,
of the city, county, and State of New York
have invented a new and Improved Dancin g
Toy’; and 1 do hereby declare that the follow-
ing 1s a full, clear,and exact description there-
of, “which will enftble others skilled in the art to
mflLe and use same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming pdlt of this
specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a vertical section of my mven
1100, Taken in the line z 2, Fig. 3; Fig. 2, a
vertical section of the same, faken ID the line
y v, Fig. 3; Fig. 3, a plan or top view of the
same, the top of the case or box being removed.
Slﬂjll‘ll‘ letters of reference indicate like
parts.
Thisinvention relates toa newand improved
toy composed of dancing ficures; and 1t con-
sists in suspending the figures to the operat-
ing mechanism, and constructin 2 the latter in
such a manuner that the figures will, when the
device is put in operation, “have the egrotesque
motions peculiarto the ordinary Lithiopean or
negro dancers.
- A represents an ordinary clock- movement

which is placed within a box or case, B, Whmh
Lhas a vertical partition plate, a, placed within
it to shut off the clock-movement from the
compartment b, in which the figures dance.
This clock-mov ement may be operated by a
spring, as that is a more compact motor than
a weight, the spring being wound up by a key
ifrom the outer side of the case.

C represents a bent lever, the fulerum ¢ of

which is at its angle, the longer arm, d, of said

lever having an upright posmon a,nd the

- shorter one, ¢, a horizontal one, or nearly so.
(See Fig. 1.) "o the upper end of the arm d
there is attached a horizontal arm, D, which
extends over the upper part of the chftmber b
of the case B, and has a rod, E, suspended to
it by a cord, j, and each end of the rod B has
a ﬁﬂule, ¥ suspendt,d toit by a cord, g. These
loures should have jointed limbs, in order
that they may have a natural free movement
and they are suspended at such a height that

their feet.will just touch or rest hghtlv upon

the bottom of the compartment b.

The lever C has weights or counterpoises
attached to it at one or both ends, a slight pre-
ponderance being allowed the upper part of
said lever. This lever is actuated by a wheel,

', of the clock-movement, the teeth of said

wheel forcing down the short arm, ¢, and t! e
oravity of the longer arm, d, with its attach-
ments, bringing 1t back. By this means & vi-
brating movemeut is given. the lever C and
motion communicated to the figures, which
will have a grotesque dancing motion like life.

In consequence of the figures being sus-
pended from the ends of the rod L and the
latter suspended by a cord from the end ¢t
arm D, the figures when in motion are kept
at all t1mes at a requisite distance apart, and
allowed while dancing to turn in a samlhr way
to that performed by persons dancing in pairs
or couples.

I would remark thatone or more rods, E,may
be attached to the arm D, and consequently
two or more pairs or 00111)1Gb opemted by one
and the same motion.

The vibration of the lever O may be modi-
fied, as desired, to increase or decrease the

movement of the fignres, or to stop the move-

ment entirely, by means of £w0 prongs or rods,
1 ¢, between which the longer arm, d, of the
lever works. These prongs or rods are at-
tached to a button, j, the upper end of which
is secured by a screw or pivot, &, to the inner
side of the case A, and has a rod, l, projecting
from its rear side through an oblong slot, m,
in the side of the case. This button j1s moved
or adjusted by shoving the rod [, and the
prongs or rods ¢ ¢ may De adjusted in a hori-
zontal or a more or less oblique line, according
to the vibration the lever O 1s 1eqmled to
have, or said lever may by said adjustment
of the prongs or rod be stopped entirely.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
fers Patent—

1. The employment or use of the lever C,
with arm D attached, in connection with one
or more rods, K, Suspendul to D, and figures
I, Suspendetl to K, substantially as and for
the purpose speelﬁed |

. The employment or use of a clock-move-
ment in combination with the figures, when
the 1atter are operated from the former in the
manner substantially as set forth.

3. The adjustable prongs or arms ¢ %, in
combination with the lever O, for the purpose
of controlling or regulating the vibration of
the latter, for the purpose specified.

- JAS. M. CROMWLELL.

Yitnesses: -

M. M. LIVINGSTON,
C. L. TorLIFT,
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