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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES A. McPHERSON, OF TROY, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN BALLOT-BOXES.

Specification forming part of Letters P;utelit No. 46,012, dated Janunary 24, 1365,

To all whom 1t may concern : |
Be 1t known that I, JAMES A. MCPHERSON,

. of Troy, in the county of Rensselaer and State

of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Ballot-Boxes; and 1 do here-
by declare that the following is a full, ¢lear,
and exact description thereof, which will en-
able those skilled in the art to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this specl-
fication, in which— |
Figure 1is a view of a vertical section of
my ballot-box. Fig. 2 is an inverfed plan
view of the top A’ of the box. o |
Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. '

A represents {he ballot-box, made up of a

top, A’, and a body, A3 The bottom B of
the body is attached to the body by means of
a tongue, 2, which fits into a socket, D, on one
side, and by means of a lock, (0, whose bolt
takes into another socketv, D, on the other
side of the body. The body may be of any
desirable form and of any suitable mate-
rial. It has a circular mouth, U, with
raised sides, placed in the center of 1ts
top. The mouth is left uncovered, and is sit-
uated directly beneath the valve g of the top
of the box. The top A’is composed partly of
a shallow circular cover, with straight sides,
along whose interior are fixed four or more
rods, #, which extend downward through holes
in the upper surface of the body A% and are
held fast in ils interior by means of nuts o,
thus holding the eover securely to the body
of the box. RodsJ, six or more in number,

‘(only four are seen in the sectional Ifig, 1,)
which are secured on the top of the cover in

circular order, rise therefrom with aninward in-

clination, for the purpose of supporting a cap--
plate, O, to which they are fastened. This

plate, is perforated at its center,and has a rim,

5, extending around and below the periora.
tion, which rim fits within the top of a trans-
- parent eylinder or chimney, A?, whose botfom

is held within a collar, 3, which rises around
the central perforation in the cover S. 1t may
be hield therein by the cement 1n common use.
A serew-thread is formed on the inside of the
rim 5 to receive a circular mouth-piece, 4,
which has a mnarrow four-sided slot cut
throughit, which slot communicates with aflat

piece around the sides .of the slot. Its sides

eonverge, as seen in the drawings, and one side

is cut away at QQ, while the other side, P, of
the tube extends downward some distance.
Pins 7 are fastened, by soldering or other
means, to the short side (), their direction be-
ing toward the face of the side P, which they
approach very nearly. A lever, ¢, which 1s
pivoted at ¢ to a plate, f, on the top of the
cover S, inside, carries the valve g, before men-
tioned. It extends through the sides of the
cover in a slot (not shown) extending toward
the position S. Its motion in the opposite di-
rection is limited by the stop d, against which
it is drawn by a spring, ¥, which is fastened at
q ¢’. 'This spring consists of a bent rod, and
it 1s hooked into an eye on the side of the le-
ver ¢. At a point, 0,1t has a staple, which ex-
tends below a small lock fastened on the
interior. of the upright side of the cover 3,
whose bolt, when projected, takes Into the
staple, and thereby holds the lever ¢ in its.
normal position, with its valve ¢ over the
mouth of the body of the ballot-box. On
that side of the valve g which is opposite the
lever ¢ is an arm, &, .which extends vertically
away from the valve, and also reaches from
the valve in a horizontal direction far enough
to pass the extreme end of an arm, ¢, of a
bent lever,, W, which embraces and rotates
upon an arbor, x, extending down from the

cover S. The longer arm of the lever carries

a hammer, which comes in contact with the
side of a bell, I, fixed to the coverin a con-
venient position. A spring, &, fastened at one
end to the cover at ¢, has at its other end an
eye which embraces the short end ¢ of the
lever W, so as to ride up thereon toward the
arbor when the bent lever is revolved so as
to draw against the spring. The longer arm
of this leveris drawn by the spring againsta
stop-rod, m. | S

The action of this apparatus is as follows:
The bottom B being in place, and the bolt of
the lock @ withdrawn, so that the lever ¢ 18
free to be moved, if a ticket or ballot 1s now
presented at the mouth-plece 4 1t may 'be
pushed down between the points 7 and the

extended. side P of the tube 6, where 1t will

be held as shown in Fig. 1. The next ballot
that is presented will force the one so held
past the points 7 and permit it to fall to the

- tube, 6, formed on the under side of the mouth- | bottom of the globe A% where it will rest upon




- the valve.
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the valve ¢. The inspector or judge of elec-
tions who is in charge next moves the leverc

toward the position S, whereby the valve 18

moved aside and the ballot is allowed to fall

into the box below., When thevalve is moved
aside, its path is a curve described about its.
- fulerum. Itsrod Astrikes the arm ¢ and moves

the bent lever aboutits arbor until the curves

described by the end of the arm ¢ and by the

~arm hrecede from each other, when the arm«¢
-~ will be released, and the spring & will draw

the lever W back and cause the hammer to be
struck. Thus the hammer is struck once every

time the valve is opened to receive a ballot.
- If, after a ballot has been inserted 1n the
~mouth-piece 4, any dispute or question arises
concerning the lawfulness of the ballot or the

- right of the voter to be considered an elector,

the ballot may be withdrawn by unscrewing
the mouth-piece 4, which will retain it sus-

pended, as shown m I'ig. 1, and if the ballot

has been pushed down mto the globe by a suc-
ceeding one,and then anysuch question arises,
~the ballot may be withdrawn by taking out

- the mouth piece and inserting & wire tongs or
nipper to raise the ballot in dispute from. off
‘The transparent cylinder A? en-

ables one to see the course of the ballot antil
itis finally deposited within the body A° of the
box, whose sides are intended to be solid.
- It will be observed that the snspended bal-
- Jot cannot be withdrawn upward by the fin-
. gers or by anyinstrument, nor can it be pushed
past the retaining-points 7 by the fingers; but

when a succeeding ballot is pushed d)wn into
the mouth-piece its edge pushes the one in
suspension past the retainer, and it then falls -

upon the valveg. Theretainer in the mouth-
piece may be made in any other form, so long

as it acecomplishes the office above exp'ained.
I do not claim a ballot-box whose sides are

transparent; but,
Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and deswe to Secure by Letters

Patent—

1. The combmatlon, in a ballot box, of the
body or receptacle A° and the top A/, sepa-
rated by a valve, constructed and applied to

each other substantially as shown.

2. The top A’ of the ballot-box, composed .- .

of an open cylinder with translmrent sides, a

cover, 5, with 1ts valve and bell and hammer, :

and a ballot- retaining mouth-piece, substan-

tially as above set forth

3. In a ballot-box, reta,lnmg the ballot in a

recelving-mouth set mthm transparent walls,

so that it cannot be withdrawn upward, but

remains suspended for insljection until pushed
through the mouth by a

SL1cLed1ng ballot
substantially as described. -
4, Theremovable mouth- plece4 construeted

S0 as to retain a ballot suspended in it and

prevent 1ts withdrawal, substantially as abm e
descrlbed -
- JAMES A, McPHERSON.
Witnesses :
. C. L. ALDEN,
B. MACGREGOR.
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