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HIRAM BERDAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO LEVI P. MORTON,
ITRUSTEE OF HIRAM BERDAN, ABIA. A. SELOVER, AND WM. B.  BENSON,

~ OF SAME PLACE. ~ .

IMPROVEMENT IN ATTAGHING BAYG NETS TO FIRE-ARMS.

. ‘Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,901, dated January 10, 1865,

1o all whom it miay concerm: - AT '.'[_aﬁd_:the-"shal_lkﬂ a.of the bayonet-biade is in -
Be it known that 1, HIRAM BERDAN, of the | close Juxtaposition to the top of the ramrod.

. city, "county, and State of New York, have l By the common arrangement of the bayonet
invented -a new and useful Improvement in | the shank - of if§ blade stands upon oneside
bBayonet Attachments of Fire-Arms; and Ido {'of the gun, so thdt the shank. forms an angu- .

- hereby declare that the. following is a-full,” ‘lar projection from the side: of the gun, and
clear, and exact- description thereof, whieh | forms-an ugly shoulder, whiéh not only gives
~will enable those skilled in the art to make | a bad appearance to the finish of the gun, but

~and use the same, 1 eference being had to the |.is also the cause of serious difficulties in the

“accompanying drawings, forming part of this | use of the arm; ‘For example; in battle the

- 8pecification,. in which— LT . sald heel ¢ forms g shoulder or ledge against

.. ‘Figure 1 is a side elevation of a breech-- --'wfhit_;h.-}the'swo'rd'oj:-';'bimyqnetjof -an adversary

' loading musket, showing ‘my improved ar- | may eatch, and so bring the force of the blow

- rangement of the |bayonet. Fig, 2 is an en- | upon the ‘holder of the gun; bub in. my im-.

larged side elevatiorr of the muzzle of a gun: | Pprovement the position of thé bayonet-blade

' 1-directly over.and - in line with .the ramiod so .

- With my improvement; attached Aand-the bay: 1. ‘with..the S0
-onet {astened in pagition; Fig. 3,asimilar ele- ‘coyers:-or-protects the heel ¢ that -such blows .
vation showing the bayonet in its' unfastened - a8.I ' have- described will glance off harmless
position réady for removal. . -+ - LG fromthe gun. . T T IR

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre- | - The projection.C” of the fastening-ring C 18
Spondingparts. .. 0w R -also liable, by.contact. with tree - branches,
; ' brash, and other objects; to. catch upon such
“objects and become turned or unlocked, there-.:
by loosening the bayonet and .cauging it to be
Hlost.-. - o o o o
_- In marine engagements, when soldiers drill.
or fight with their guns ‘across:the rail of the
yessel, or.in fence fighting, the bayonets as
‘eommonly- arranged . are’ apt to become de-
-tached from the gun‘and-lost overboard in con-
sequence of the eatching and unlocking of the .
Tho nymet exercise. - .+ "'" lring G, as before described; butin thouse of
-.'The muzzle of the gun-barrel A, the bay- | 10y - improvement nothing of- this™ kind - ean.
“onet B, the fastening-ring 'C, the bayonet- | take place,: owing to -the covering -Qr-protec-
-Stop'-D onthe ‘barrel, and the fastening-slot |- tion given to the projection C'and ' the bay-
o the bayonet-handle-are all constructed | onet-shank « by means of the arrangement of
i mishal manher well. known to gun- f-the blade-of the bayonet to stand in-line with
Smiths, and requiré 1io further description. . | theramrod, as shown. -+ - o ReWIth
.Zhe bayoet is ‘also. applied to, - fastened
apon, and removed from the gun in the usaal

_ This improvement is "-.intéhdéd;;pt__,iﬁcii'a“'a’ll'iﬂ ‘t
for use in connection with breech-loading fire-
‘arms, in-which the ram-rod is" not.'-__generalljr’

. ’ .

_required, except for eleanin g the gun, .-~ .

. The object of the lmprovement is to cover
-or protect the ‘projection of the clasp-ring,.
-by ‘which the bayonet is locked. upon the gun;
- aiso0 to. produce a better and more uniformap-
- pearance in-the finish of the” gun; also to ‘ag-.
_8ist the better balancing of the. gun it firing-
or In'bayonet exercise, - - - - .. i o

| » My improvementalso per 1its the finerlock-
ing together of the gung when stacked, as the"

BONT,; b -t g T ] e between the shank of the bayonet and

" The jﬁﬁly5mﬂt‘éﬁaﬁl;diﬁe'réncfeﬁ;bétim'eli a gun | the top of the ramrod is closed by the latter.

provided with ‘thy improvement -and -the or- ' "

dinary gunis in the position which (the bay-

leaving an eye ot openplace between-the end -
. > bay- | of the Tamrod and the barrel, into which the

onetoccupies when if is fixed orfastened upon '

the gun.” . In my improvement it will be ob-

farm a firm stack. . - oo n o
€. 0 | . My improvément may be applied in connec- .
i tion with, neatly all kinds' of bayonet-fasten- -

on the same platie as the ramrod F of the gun
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~ings, although I prefer to use the improve-.
ment in connection with the ordinary. method
of fastening. L e
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— S | |
The placing of

the bayonet-blade and shank.|
upon the under side -of the ‘]r)':-.a;-t'i*'elﬁ in -com- v

45,901

'~ bina;f}ion'--:mfith the ramrod, stbstantially as
.and for the purpose herein shown and de-

‘seribed. |
St HIRAM BERDAN.
- 'Witnesses: L
WM. TREURN,
- M. M. LIVINGSTON. -
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