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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES SMITH, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO MAJOR
SMITH AND JAMES H. SMITH, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVED SCREW-PLATE.

S.[I)e{:-:i{icntim_l forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,459, dated December 13, 1364,

To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES SMITH, of New
Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Screw - Plates;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
when taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings and the letters of reference
marked thereon, and which said drawings con-

stitnte part of this specification, and repre-

sent, 1n f

- Figure 1, a top view with the dies as held 1n
their seat for use; Iig. 2, a like view, the
plate open as to remove or insert the dies;
and in Figs. 4 and 5, eross sections of each.

Similar letters in the several figures indi-
cate corresponding parts,.

My invention relates to an improvement in
screw-plates used for holding and turning dies
to cut screws; and it consists in a mechanism
for securing the dies within the plate and aft-
fording a ready and convenient manner of
changing or removing the dies.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to iully
describe its construction and operation.

I represents a single handle plate, such a
one as is used for cutting small screws.

A is the handle; B, the plate; C, the screw
for opening or closing the dies and operates

as in common screw-plates. The said screw
C in larger plates I make extended to form a
handle corresponding to the handle A, as Is

| usual in large screw-plates. Kach side of the

plate B, as seen in Figs. 3 and 4, is beveled,
forming a \/-shaped seat for the diesa. Onone
side of the plate I fix a lip, D, projecting over
the dies to hold them in place upon that side,
as seen in Figs, 3 and 4. Upon the opposite
side of the plate I adjust a similar lip, L, so
as to swing from the plate,as in Figs. 2 and 4.
When in this position, the dies ¢ may be re-
moved from or placed in the plate, and when
set in the plate, as seen in Fig. 4, return the -
lip E onto the plate, as see FFigs. 1 and 3, a
notch, ¢, in its end will permit it to pass under
the thumb-screw d, as in Ifig. 1, then turn the
said thumb-serew, as in Iig. 1, will press
down upon the lip I& to securely hold it in
place, which also holds the dies in their seaft.

Having therefore fully described my in-
vention, what Iclaim as new and useful, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

The herein-deseribed serew-plate, construct-
ed and operating substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

JAMES SMITH.

Witnesses:
JOHN li. KARLE,
RUFUR SANFORD.
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