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Zo all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ALFRED ROBINSON, of

73 Maiden Lane, in the city, county, and State |

of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Bituminous Roofing Fab-
rics; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing 18 a full, clear, and exact description of
the same. *' |

This Invention relates to all that class of wa-
ter-proof fabrics for covering roofs which are
generally knownas ‘¢ bituminous”’ * composi-
tion,”” or ‘‘cement’’ roofing—that is to say,
composed of cloth, paper, felt, or other fibrous
web saturated or coated with any preparation
contalning bitumen, asphaltum, piteh, min-
eral or vegetable tar, or substances of a simi-
lar nature. ' |

The principal objection hitherto urged
against these fabrics for roofing purposes has
been their black color. Some attempts have
been made to remedy this objection by coat-

- Ing the fabrics with powdered soapstone or

sand; but after exposure to the weather these
substances are soon removed or the black com-
position comes through them. The fabrics
have in some cases been coated with oil-paints
of a desirable ¢olor, after having been applied
and secured to-the roof ; but the menstruum of

- these paints is absorbed by the bituminous
~compound without drying, and the coloring-

matter soon washed off from the surface by
raln. -

~With a view to remedy these defects in the
ordinary bituminous rootfing fabrics, and to ob-
viate the necessity of painting them after their
application to a roof, my invention consists
in the manufacture of sucha fabrie with a sur-
tace of any desirable color. The means or

method by which I produce this resultis as fol-
lows:

1 take naphtha, benzine, turpentine, or
other suitableliquid hydrocarbon, and, having
mixed in a proper amount of Spanish brown,
Venetian red, or other pigment, apply the
mixture to the surface of the roofing fabric
while sufficiently warm to enable the naphtha
or menstruum used to take hold of or unite
with the bituminous preparation. The naph-
tha, or substance used instead, readily actsas a
partial solvent of the bituminous particlesim-
mediately in contact, and these, in this con-
dition, being very sticky, adhereto the color-
( Ing-matters contained in the menstruum, which
soon evaporates, leaving the colors adhering
to the surface of the bituminous preparation.
No common paint-oil will act in this manner.
A better adhesion of the pigment may be ob-
talned by dissolving in the menstruum asmall
amount—say one-tenth part by weight—of
bitumen, rosin, gum, or gum-resin.

The coloring-coating may be applied with
a brush, or by any other suitable means, tothe
surface of the bituminous fabric while thelat-
| ter is in the piece, and quickly dries, so that
the piece may be rolled up for the market.

What I claim as my invention as a new ar-
ticle of manufacture, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—
| A bituminous roofing fabric having its sur-

face made of any suitable color, substantially
| as herein described. . | '

ALFRED ROBINSON.

Withesses:
- HENRY T. BROWN,
| - GEO. W. REED.
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