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“H. S. WESTON, OF AKRON,

IMPROVEMENT IN SOLDIERS’ SHOULDER-E

OHIO.

RACES FOR KNAPSACKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,104, dated November 15, 1864.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, H. S. WEsTON, of Ak-
ron, In the county oi Summit and btﬂtb of
Ohm have invented certain new and useful

nnpmvements in soldiers’ shoulder-braces for | :

carrying knapsacks, haversacks, packs, car-
tridge-boxes, &e.; and Lhereby declare thatthe
following is a full and complete description of
the construction and operation of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, makin g a part of this specification,
in which—

IFigure 1 1s a perspective view of the brace.
g, 2 ‘? 18 & perspective view of the side oppo-
site from Kig. 1.

Like letters of reference denote like parts
1n the two views.

My improvement relates to the manner of
forming shoulder-braces for soldiers, by which
their knapsacks, packs, ]J'wemaehs, &e., can
be carried without there being any undue
pressure or strain upon the bd(,lx and the
shoulders are prevented from bem g cut or
chafed, as with the straps in ordinary use.

IFigs. 1 and 2 represents the brace, Fig, 1
being a view of the front and Fig. 2 of the
- back.

The brace consists of two metallic springs
or shoulder pieces, A A, made in such a form
as to fit over the shoulders, A’ being the front
and A’ the back part of the springs, that ex-
tends down behind, with a strap, B, extend-
ing from the front round the sides and back,
as represented. | |

1The metallic springs are covered with
leather, stitched round the edge, as in the
hﬂmes, and the strap I3 passes fthUDh loops
b ot the leather, and there is a bu{,LIe? U,
and loose end B/ in front, by which the space
between the shoulder- pleces A A can be ad-

justed to suit the size of the person using the
brace.

D D, It E,and ¥ F are loops secured to the E

braeeb. to w hich the knapsack, haversack,
~catridge-box, &ec., can be attached.

knapsack can be straped to the loops D D, the
cartridge-box to the loops II E in front, and
the canteen, haversack, &e., can be susl)ended '
on the smes by ftttachma the ends of the |
strap to the loops I and F before and behind ;
or they can be arranged in conneection w1th
the brace in any other desired manuner,

The i

The ordinary mode of carrying the pack,
knapsack, &e., forms no brace or support, and
they slip down more or less on the back, caus-
ing “the straps holding the knapsack to pull

nd rub on the Shoulders catting and galling
them, and the soldier to 1“eheve his Shonlder
of this pulling weight will be inclined to
stoop forward, and the knapsack and pack
resting and rubbing about on the back heats
and dmfes it. Tlns;, together with the galling
of the shoulders, proves very serious in long
marches ; but with the brace herein de-
seribed thesu difficulties are found to be re-
moved. The metallic spring over the shoul-
ders form a firm Dbrace or support, removing
the pressure of the knapsack and pack from
the back, and causes it to rest more on the
shoulders, for the spring, extending down De-
hind, as at A, bupports the lmapsaeh, pre-
ventmg all undue pressure on the back, and
allows the soldier to march with ease 1n a1
erect position, there being no straps pulling
on the shoulders. The Sfl’“]]) B round the
body, under the arm pits, keeps the springs
formnw the brace down in place on the
Shouldu’s

Thus a brace is formed whereby a soldier
can carry bis knapsack, haversack, cartridge-
box, canteen, &e., with the greatest faclhty
and ease, ‘md as the haversack, canteen,
&0., can be suspended in a proper pOSltlon on
the sides, with this brace as desecribed, the
side stmp’s put round the neck and across
the body are dispensed with, which likewise
rub and ‘chafe the neck and bod y.

This invention 1s particalarly beneficial in

rarrying the cartridge box. In theusualmode,
by girding the belt closely around the bodv
there is great danger of causing ruptures. BY
my improvement t]_IIS dlfheulh 18 wholly re-
moved.

What T claim as my 11]]1)1“01*6‘11161]‘{‘ and de-
gire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The metallic shoulder- brace, In combina-
tion with the strap B, when constrneted and
arranged Stlbsmntl.:ﬂ]y as and for the pur-
- pose dcscrlbed

H. S. WESTON.

Witnesses:
W. H. BDURRIDGE,
A, W, McCLELLAND




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

