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—

To all whom it may concerns

Be it known that I, JouN H. PORTER, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Foot-Rest and
Box for Blacking Boots and Shoes; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exactdescription thereof, which will
enable others skilled in the art to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

- Figure 1 represents a vertical section of my
invention, taken in the line = «, Fig. 2; Fig.
2, a plan or top view of the same.

Similar Jetters of reference indicate like
parts.

This invention consists in combining a con-
venient and portable receptacle for a black-
1ng-box and brush with a foot-rest, on which
the boot or shoe is blacked and polished, all
" being arranged in such a manner as to afford

a very desirable irticle for private use—one
by which boots and shoes may be blacked by
the wearer while on his feet with the greatest
facility.

A represents a box, which may be of rect-
angular form and supported by feet «, said
box being of sufficient dimensions to receive
o blacking-box, necessary brushes, &e. This
box A has a socket, b, at the center of its lid
¢ to receive the lower end of a spiral spring,
BB, the upper end of which is fitted in a simi-
lar socket, d, to which a foot-rest, C, is at-
tached. This spring B serves as a universal-

joint, and admits of the foot being turned in

any direction, in order that all parts of the
boot or shoe may be properly acted upon by
the brush.

The box and foot-rest may be constructed
of wood, the spring B of course being of
metal. The box is provided with a bail or
handle, D, for the convenience of carrying
the device about. |

This simple device will prove to be a great -
convenience and a very desirable article for
private use. A proper receptacle is obtained
for the blacking and brashes, where they al-
ways can be found, and by having the foot-
rest C on the box, chairs and other articles of
furniture, which are now frequently soiled by
having the boot or shoe resting upon them
while being blacked, will not be injured from
that cause. By having the foot-rest attached
to the box throngh the medium of the spiral
spring B the foot may be turned in any direc-
tion, so that the brush may act uponall parts
of the boot or shoe.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— ~

The combination of the box A with the foot-
rest C, when the latter is attached to the for-
mer by means of a spring, B, to admit of the
adjustment of the boot or shoe, while on the
foot of- the wearer, to the brush, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

JOHN H. PORTER.

Witnesses : |
Wit K. MCNAMARA,
THEO. TUSCH.
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