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fore-vard to keep them steady.
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IMPROVEMENT IN WORKING OYSTER-TONGS

'Sp-eciﬁca.ti{m forming part of Letters Patent No. 44,634, dated October 11. 18[%4.

To all fwhom it may concern :
Be it known that I, (GEORGE J URY, of thu

, clw of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented a -new and Improved Mode of

(i atching Oysters by Tongs or lehe::.,. and I
o herebv declare that the following is a full

and exact description thereof, referenc{, being

- had to the accompanying dmw ings, and £
the letters of reference marked thereon.

- - The natare of my invention consists in using

~ four or more pair of oyster tongs or rakes, one

on each side of the foremast and one on each
side of the mainmast of a schooner or- Other_

vessel operated by three boys (for four pair

and six boys for eight pair) by means of cords

and blocks att%hed to the yard-arms and-to
the frame surrounding a strong barrel (as a

dram or pulley) swuated ll}IdWELY between the

méasts and operated upon by a crank attached |
“to the axle of said Dbarrel, whereby two-pair

of tougs ascend while two. pair descend, thus

keeping up @ continuous elevation and d(,pru&s-,_‘

S101) of said tongs. or 1]{03 11‘0111 the bottﬂm

-to the deck. . .
6 enable others skilléd in. the art to mﬂ,la..e _,
~and use my invention, I will pmceed to de- -
seribe 1ts construction zmd opemtlon._

‘Teonstruct my vessel A, Figures 1,2, and 3,1in

the usual way, with two 01 more masts, B, Ac-

cording to the number of rakes to be employed
The masts are supplied with yards C O, about
eighteen inches on each end longer than the
breadth of beam.

aft from the main-yard and forward from -the
On e.cu,h y&rd

arm is secured a-single bloek, a'. =

At the center of Lhe deck, between the two
masts B B, 1 erect a suitable frame, I, secured
to the de(,k, upon the end rails of which are
attached friction-rollers for thie support of a
bhﬂft said rail bem about thirty inches from |

{ the -¢éord being -made tight.

Said yards are supplied
with proper lifts and braces or guys running

the deck. Said 5haft rans through thie middle
of & strong barrel, D, and, re htlll” upoﬁ said'
- {rietion T@H@H., is used to ope ate Lhe holsting
of four or more pairs of oyster-tongs. Ou_
cach side rail of said frame L ear the ends
of the barrel, is a single l)l()(*L., ¢/, attached by
means of a smple fmd standing at an angle
toward the yard-arm. Alom}d said barrel D
between the end hoops and the next, & cordis
passed with a round turn, passing ea (,h end
-through blocks ¢/, and, 18.:1(11110 up through
_bloekb ¢’ on-its corresi )ondmrr vard arm, de--
scends, and, passing thmugh blogl{s b 011 one .
 end of the rake-handle f, crosses over and
passes through blocks ¢ at the end of the op-
_posite lmndle and thenee back to the first-
namect hmdle. The whip end 18 secured about
a foot below block ¥’.. The same arrange-
‘ment is made on the other side of the barrel
Oun one end ot
“the barrel a shaft is attached a crank or han-
dle. Upon applying power to said crank the
l'-'revolntlon of the barrel draws one pair of
‘rakes up, at the same time presses the handles
together and closes the tongs, while the other
pair of rakes descend, and as the cords are
loosened the tongs open, ready to take hold ag
the bottom. Thub while one boy 1s operating
I the crank the other two boys rt,t,ti—md one on

| each side the vessel, to empty the tong S as they .

ascend. -

What I claim as’ my mventlon, and de.ﬂr
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

“The method. above dLscrlbed of combining
a common strong barrel as an elevator with
| cords and blOBkb fo several pairs of rakes, op-
| eratihg and gedrul as above described, for the
purpose of raking oysters s with bat fow ]tzmdm

GEORGE JUI»Y

Witnesses:

JOS. MORRIS,
M. S. ROBBNS
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