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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY O. EDDY, OF JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY.

CATCH FOR A PHOTOGRAPHIC-PLATE HOLDER.

Specilication forming part of Letters Patent No. 44, 1697 dated September 13, 1864.
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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HENRY C. EpDY, of
Jersey City,in the county of Hudson and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and I'm.
proved Plate-Holder Cateh ; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use ihe
same, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, forming part of this Specifica-
tion, in which—

FFigure 1 is a face view of my inventioin.
Kig. 2 is a horizontal section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. | |

This invention relates to an improvement -
In the cateh or lateh which closes the lid of
the plate-holder of a photographiec camera,
and which is so arranged that it is not liable
to open acecidentally., |

Plate-holders of the ordinary construction
are provided with a simple lever-catch, calen-
lated to close the lid and keep it closed from
the time the plate has been inserted until it
arrives in the dark-room. The slide in front
of the plate; which is pushed down as soon
as the picture has been taken, is not lable to
open spoutaneously as long as the plate-
holder is held in an apright position ; but the
lid, being closed by an ordinary latel or cateh, |
may open if by some accident the catech be-
comes entangled with the garment of the op-
erator or if it strikes against something, and
1f 1t opens only instantaneously the smallest
ray of light admitted to the plate daikens
the picture or spoils the effect, and sometimes

the operator is unable to account for the rea.
son. To avoid this difficulty and to arrange
“the catch so that it will hold without fail and |
perfectly secure the lid of the plate-holder is
the object or my invention.
A represents the plate-holder of a photo-
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forced back, thus causing that 3

graphie camera constructed in the ordindry
manner. Its Iid B is connected to the frame
A by hinges a, and it is closed by a Spring-

cateh, C. This cateh is made with double

spring-jaws, b b, which have their fulernm on
pivots ¢ ¢, and are subjected to the action of
a spring, d, which forces their shanks apart,
and consequently throws the points of the
Jaws together. These jaws eateh over the

- conical head of a stud, e, which forms a shoul-
der, and is so formed that when the lid is

closed the two jaws strike the inclined planes
of the same and are forced open until they
pass the lower edge of said head, when they

- close round the shank of the stnd and hold

the lid firmly closed. This double cateh is

not hable to open spontaneously, for if one

~of the shanks is accidenta'ly brought in con.

tact with the body of the operator or with
some other thing, whereby the same should be
Jaw to open,

the other jaw still holds the lid firmly closed,
and no light is enabled to find acecss to the
pieture. |
The two jaws, being made to open’in oppo-
site directions, are not liable to be thrown

| open simultaneously by a mere aceident, and

at the same time they are easily opened and
closed, so that the operator has no trouble in
opening the lid in the dark room.

Lclaim as new and desire to seenre by Let-
ters Patent— |

The double cateh C, consisting of two spring-
Jaws b b, and operating in combination with
the conical-headed stad ¢ and hinged lid B, in
the manner and for the purpose substantiail A
as herein shown and deseribed.

HENRY C. EDDY.

Witnhesses:
THEO. TUscH,
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
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