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To all whomv it may concern:
~_Be it known that I, THOMAS L. FORTUNE, of
Weston, in the county of Platte and State of

- Missouri, have invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Fire-Arms; and I do hereby de-
“clare that the following is a full and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon. o |
My invention consists of a peculiar arrange-

ment and construction of breech-loading fire-

arms, and is
-large size. | -

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top view of a cannon with my improvement,
the breech being opened to receive a charge.
Fig. 218 a view of the inside of the cap or
hinged portion of the breech detached. Fig.
3 18 a rear view of the breech when open, as
in Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a detached and enlarged
view of the hinged gate provided with a spring-
plate or gas-check for better closing the joint.
Fig. 5 i8 avertical section through the axis of
the gun. - .

The barrel of my cannon is cast and bored
In the usual manner, one half of the breech,
A, being cast with the barrel A, and the other

chiefly designed for cannon of

‘half, B, forming a hinged cap, as seen in the

~ drawings. This cap B hasa semicircular pro-
jection, C, to fit the half-bore €’ in the posi-
tlon A’ of the breech, and also a larger semi-
circular projection, C”, which locks into a cor-
responding groove, L, of the other half of the
breech. This projection C” holds the cap B
and gate & in place when closed, and four
studs, D D E E, by entering corresponding
cavities, D' I ' E, or recesses in the cap B,
give additional strength and security to the
joint. | | | |

' Under the cap Bis a hinged gate, G. (Seen -

‘the escape of gas.

raised or open in Fig. 8.) When closed a cir-
cular projection on this gate fits into the bore
of the gun with a double shoulder, as seen in
Figs. 3, 4, and 5. The joint of this gate with

the gun hasthe additional security of a spring- -

plate, H, which is gently pressed forward
against the shoulder 4, to guard the joint from
The gate is hinged to pro-
Jections I, which are cast solid with the bar-
rel of the gun.. 'When the gate G is closed or
shut down, the cap B comes’down over it and
embraces the same, leaving no vacant space
under the cap between it and the gate.

My gun is cast 80 as to receive bands of the
desired width and thickness, in order not to
increaseé the size of the gun. One of these
bands, K, is brought up to a shoulder, %, on

the barrel, as seen in Figs. 1 and 5. The

bands are made of steel, put on whenhot, and

Shrunk to their places. One of the bands, M,
18 hinged together, but being closed is heated

and shrunk to its place,so asto form an efficient
band when closed, and also to serveasa hinge
when opened. This hinged band M overlaps
the joint between the cap B and the barrel.
When closed, the band is fastened by a rod or
other suitable means. - -
Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent of the United States, is— _

The gate G, in.combination with the cap B,
for opening and closing the breech of a fire-
arm, substantially as set forth. |

THOS. L. FORTUNE.

Witnesses:
DANIEL BREED,
HARVEY J. EMERY.
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