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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALFRED JEFFERY, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN RAILWAYS.

- Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 43,586, dated July 19, 1364.
# |

To all whom it may concern : ‘
Be it known that I, ALFRED JEFFERY, of
Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and

State of Maryland, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Laying the Super-

structure of Railroads; and I do hereby de-

clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawmgs, making a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Flgnre 1 is a plan or top view of a portion |

of a railroad laid according to my invention;
g, 2, a transverse ver thiLl section of the
same, talen in the line z x, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of refelence indicate like

- parts.

This invention counsists in laying the rails
upon elastie bloeks, which are secured to the
sleepers, and all airanged 1n such a manner
as to admit of the rails having a vertical play
or movement, so as to avoid the hammering
to which they are now subjected by the pas-
sage of the cars over them. |

A A represent two sleepers, which may be
constructed and laid or set in the usunal man-
ner; and B B are blocks which are secured to
the sleepers, one near each end. These blocks
are ho'lowed out at their under side, as shown

at a 1n Fig. 2, and they may be secured to the.

sleepers by means of angle-plate C or by any
other means. |

D D represent the rails, which are laid on
the blocks B B and secured thereto by spikes

| in the ordinary way, the rails being on the'

centers of the blocks. These blocks B,

consequence of being hollowed out at their
under side, admit of the rails having a cer-
tain degree of vertical play or elasticity, so
that they will not be subjected to the usual
hammering and wear or tear, which is a great
detriment to the rails. '

I do not confine myself to any particular
form or shape of the blocks B B, for that may
be varied 1n various ways and the same end
attained.

It will be understood that the rails them-
selves will yield or give to a certain exfent,
and that the blocks B form an elastic frame
work for the rails, which eﬁects the desired
result. -

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desireto secure by Letters Patent—-—-

The employment or use of blocks or sup-
porters interposed between the rails and sleep-
ers of a railroad, substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth.

ALI‘R]]D JEI‘I‘ERY

Witnesses:

J. P. HALL,
GEO0. W. REED.
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