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To all whom it mwy CORCErN, :

__Be it known that I, JEAN BouvEr, of La

Rochelle, in‘the Empire of France, have in-
vented a-new and useful Tmprovement in

Metal Cans, Cases, Boxes, &c., Designed for

* Preserving Food,Gunpowder, 1i quids, Paints,

~ clare that the following is a full and exact de-
~ scription thereof, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, and-to the letters of

reference marked thereon.

The nature of my invention consists of am-

Improved mode of closing or sealing tin pre-
serve-boxes and other vessels in a manner
which allows fheir being opened without the
use of sharp-instruments, and:consequently
without risk of injuring the countents, and ab
the same time without injuring the box or
1id, so0 as to allow their being used again.

In order to make others skilled in the art

-understand the manufacture and use of my
‘invention, I will now proceed to describe the
same more ciosely, referring -thereby to the
~annexed drawings, in which like letters de-
note like partsin all the figures.

or top view taken from the.inside of the box.
Fig. 111 is a similar-view taken from the out-
side. Fig. IV represents an outside top view
-of a square tin box of a shape generally made
use of for preserving sardines, ' -

A represents the body of a tin preserve-
box or sardine-box made in any known man-

' ner, the upper end or rim of which is bent

toward the inside, 8o as to make this rim

form a sort of inverted gutter or hollow swell-

ing, a. | . - ﬁ -
B represents the 1id, the edges of which are

also bent toward the inside, so as to form a

similar gutter or swelling, b.

‘other suitable metal in any desirable .shape,
-but of a size to fit into the vacant spaece left

between the gutters a and b. *

. The body of the box is put over a form or-
-block of wood or metal, (corresponding with.
its size and shape,) and receives' thereupon
the top or lid B-by the latter being laid on the
form or block. The lidis then surrounded by
tterS ¢ and b, thaus

sald wire C, and the two gu
connected by the wire C,are then soldered to-

gethef, the soldering .bein-g' done on the out-.

side of -the lid over the wire. The wire

should not only reach around the lid, but one
end, ¢, of it should also protrude a little to

‘the outside of the same and be free from sol-

| der. 'When the box isto be opened,thissmall
Oils, -and other Articles; and I do hereby de- |

free end ¢ of the wire is taken hold. of by a
pair of pinchers or a similar contrivance, and
with a little effort is turned or coiled around

the pinchers. It thereupongets loose fromthe
solder, and by becoming free itself separates

the lid from the body of "the box withont in-

jury to eitheror the cogtents. This new mode

of fastening and soldering the lid to the body
of the box is fully as secure as the old ones.:

‘Boxes thus secured can be submitted to the

same amount of bofling, heat, and handling

as others, and have the advantage of much

greater convenience in opening them. -
While the box is in process of being made,
and for the purpose of access to-its inside,the

lid, which is fastened to the hody by said wire,
forms the bottom.. The contents are then in-

troduced through the other end,andthe other

- | 1id is fastened to the body in the ordinary
Figure I shows a longitudinal sectional view
over the line X X’ of Fig. II of a. tin pre- |
serve-box of a reund shape. Fig.TI is aplan’

manner. Then and thereupon that lid which
18 fastened to the box by said wire forms the

upper end of the box. -

It will easily be perceived that the prin-

ciple 'embodied in this inventien is applica-
_ble noti only to tin cans and boxes designed

‘alsy to metallic vessels containing gunpowder,

for the ’%jesewa,tion of food and ligquids, but

oils, paints, .chemicals, books, or the many
other articles for which (while in transit or
store) metal cases,’cans, boxes, or other me-
tallic vessels are generally used for the pur-

‘pose of preservation and proteetion against

the elements.

~Having thus given & full descri ptioiti- there-
of, I .claim as my invention and desire to se-

. - | cure-by Letters Patent of the United States—
- Crepresents a wire made of tinned iron or |’

The manufacture and use of metal boxes; -

cans, cgses, and other metallic vessels her--

metically sealed or closed by inserting and
soldering a wire between the bodyand the in-
tended opening of such metal box, can, case,
and other metallic vessel, one end of suech
wire protruding at the outside for beginning
and effecting such opering.. L
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