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o IMPROVEMENT IN TOOLS FOR RIVING SPLINTS.

Spebi_ﬂcatioﬂ f‘{)'fming part of Lett“ers-Pthent No. 43,‘2815 dated June 28, 1264,

To all whom it may concermn: -
Be it known that I, WILLIAM BAKER, of
Ttast Templeton, in the county of Woreester

- and State of Massaohusett@. have invented a
new and Improved Splint- meg Tool; and 1

do hereby declare that the following lS a full,
clear, and exact descrlptmn thereof which
will enable others skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawmgs, forming part of this
apeelﬁcatmn 1n which—

Figure 1 re")resents a longltudmal Vertlcal
sectlon of my mventlon Fig.21s a plan or top
view of the same, one portion of the top plate
hiaving been removed to expose the cutter or

‘knife. Tig. 3isa front elevation of the sane. |
Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the same.,

Similar letters of reference in all thé ﬁfrures
indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to an improvement in
that class of togls which are used for the pur-
pose of making splints for bashets, chau* bot-
toms, and other articles.

The invention consists in the emplo:, ment
o:use of a wedge-shaped knife with a. square
or oblique cutting-edge, and adjustable in a
stock by a suitable set-serew or set-screws in
8 ich a manner that when the cutting edge be-
comes dull it can be easily sharpened and re-
adjusted inthe proper position. Thesole of the
tool isadjustable up or down, so that it can be
set according to the thwkness of the splints
required,and a movable strip of wood or metal
is (,ombmed with the stock, knife, and ad-

justable sole in such a manner that one part
- of the cutting-edge after the other can be

brought in operation, anid if one part becomes
dull it can be covered. up by the adjustable
strip and the cutting performed by the ad-
joiuing sharp portion of the knife.

'A represents the stock of my riving-tool,
wlich may be made of cast-iron or any other
suitable material, and which consists of two
bars, a, conneeted atone end by a cross-bar, b.
The lengltudma,l bars a of the stock are pro-
vided wrth ledges ¢ near their lower edges,

(sec IMig. 4,) and thcse ledges support the kmte
B, The cross-bar 0 is made lower than the

longitudinal bars a, so that its under surface
will e flush with 'the upper surface of the
ledges and with the under surface of the kuife,
as {,]e.[uly shown in Iig. 1 of the drawings.
The knife is made in the shape of a w e_dj-*e

with an oblique cutting-edge, and it 1s held in
place by two screws, d/, passing laterally
through the longitudinal mrs ¢ of the stock.
A set-screw, d’, bearingontheback ofthe knife,
serves to adj ust its cutting-edgeto the desired
position. The thickness of the splints to be

produced or the quality of the cut is deter-

mined by the sole or face-plate C, which is
fitted over the open end of the stock 'md made
adjustable by four set-screws, e, whi ich pass
up through the bars a, and it is held in POSi-

tion by -the screws f, passing through the upper

part of said plate into the longitudinal bars a.

The inner edge of the face-plate or sole is
beveled off to correspond t:» the cutting-edge
of the knife, By means of the set-screws e
the sole of theplate C can beraised or lowered
and the kuife cuts deeper or shallower, accord-
ing to the thickness of the-splints reqmred
Said face-plate overlaps the open ends of the
stock A, to prevent the longitudinal bars a
from springing apart if the tool is used. The

-cutting-edge of the knife is two or more times

a8 wide as the splints to be produced, and on
account of its inclination the splints to be cut
have a tendency to run toward that portmn_
of said cutting-edge which is farthest in rear,

and all the cuttmg has to be done by. that
portion of the knife. If said portion is dull,

I actach to the under side of the eross-bar b |

and to the sole C a strip, D, of wood or metal,
just wide enough to cover up the dull portlou

of the cutting-edge, and the next portion of
the knife is brought into action. If this por-
tion becomes dull and the width of the knife
will allow it, the strip D is again shifted, and

the next pOIthll of the cult ng-edge is brought
into action until itis rendered dull throughont,

when the knife has to be taken out and sharp-
| ened and thenreadjusted. A plate, Iij, fastened

by means of screws 2 to the upper edges of
the lon 1gitudinal oars a, protects the knife and
a slot, 7, between this plate, and the upper sur-

face ot the cross-bar b, allows the splints to
~pass out without coming in contact with the

operator. The tool is drawn along by means

of the stock A and to Whlch the - motwu |

power is apphed by means of a hook catehing

it the holej, or in any other suitable manner.

DBy this hin ged yoke the tool is enabled to fol-

low the sinuosities of the wood, and splints of
a umform thickness are preduced |




2 ‘ R 43281

My knife is made in the form of a wedge; as | 1. The wedged-shaped knife B, with an
previously explained, and I prefer a knife of | oblique or square cutting-edge, and made ad- -
the form shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, be- | justable in the stock A, substantially in the S
cause it is readily shapened. It leaves the | manner and for the purpose specified. -
splint smooth, -has no tendency to roll the | 2. The adjustable face-plate or sole 0, in
same-up, edgewise and to crush the grain of | combination with the stock A and .knife B,
the wood. Finally, a knife of this kind willnot | constructed and operating in the manner and
Spring or bend when used in the hardest-wood, |for the purpose substan tially as herein speci-
and, being very thin on its cutting-edge, it | fied. S I
passes through the wood muth easier than a | WILLIAM BAKER.
- knife of the ordinary shape. - | Witnesses: '- - - -'
What I claim as new, and desire to secure S, M. OsGcoop,
by Letters Patent, is— JOHN WATTS..
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