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~ UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

BURTON MALLORY, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS AND LATCHES.

Specification forming part ot Letters Patent No. 43,035, dated June 7, 1564,

1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BurToN MALLORY, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Reversible Locks

and Latches; and I do hereby declare the

- following to be a full, clear, and exact de.

scription of the same, when taken in connec-

. tion with the accompan ying drawings and the

letters of reference markad thereon, and which

- said drawings constitute part of this speeifi-
-~ catlon, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view of a lock and

-Jateh with the latch-bolt set for a right hand
< door; Fig. 2, the same with latclh-bolt re-

versed, as for a left-hand door; Fig. 3, a view
of the interior with latch-bolt set in place; Ifig.

- 4, the same with latch-bolt drawn ous for the

- purpose of reversing; IFig. 5, an interior view

- of main case with latch-bolt and its case re-

-~ moved,and in Fig. 6 the latch-bolt and its case

. detached from the case. -

~ - Similar letters refer to like parts.

7 My invention relates to an improvement in

- reversible locks and latches, or those con-

~structed so as to be changed to suit either a

~right or lett hand door.

- cd to me May 5, 1863, the lateh-bolt and its

~ - operative mechanism were placed in a case in-

In the patent grant-

dependent of the main case, and to reverse

- the latch-bolt it is necessary to remove the
~independent case entirely from the main case
w00 and reverse the ease and bolt. There are ol-
w0t jeetions to this construction, the prinecipal.of

which is that it requires some mechanical

~skill to reverse the latech-bolt, to overcome

- - whieli is the object of the invention for which |

w0 oI now ask Letters Patent, and which consists

. in placing the lateh-bolt with its operative

s mechanism in a ease or frame independent of

o the main case, and the said independent ease

~.placed within the main case, so that the latch-

o bolt will extend through the face-plate of the

a0 o main ease, and the said independent case
S - constructed so that by taking - (

2 lateh-bolt with the thumb and finger the bolt,

- with its independent case, may be drawn for-

- ward far enough to allow the lateh-bolt to be

- turned and pressed back into the main case

- without removing the independent case from

- the main case, or without any apparent dif-

~ ferencefrom the common lock and lateh of the

- 'same manufacture.

hold of the

I

—

- To more fully illustrate my invention, I will
proceed to describe it in connection with the
accompanying drawings.

A 1s the main case, B the face-plate, and C
the lock-bolt, all constructed in the usnal
manner. In the upper part of the main case
I place an independent case or frame, D,
in which the latch-bolt E and its operative
mechanism is set and properly adj usted, sub-
stantially the same as when placed in the
main case. (See I'igs.3,4,and 6.) The said in-
dependent case is shorter than the width of
the main case, (sce Tigs. 4 and 3,) and when
in place sets back against the main case, as
in Fig. 3. 1 place a steel sprin o, @, Or equiva-
lent device, in the main case to bear against
the independent case with only sufficient
force to retain the said case in place. When
placed upon the door, the spindle through the
follower I securely holds the independent
case In its place, and when so placed the
latch-bolt cannot Le withdrawn or reversed.
Before placing the lateh-bolt upon the door,
or before the spindle is 1nserted, if it is de-
sired to reverse the lateh-bolt, take hold of
the latch-bolt with the thumb and finger,
draw the bolt and its case forward, as see
Fig. 4, tarn the bolt as desired, and press it
back again into the main case in place, as in
Fig. 3. |

I construet the independent case alike for
all locks, whereby my invention is equally ap-
plicable to ¢ mortise,” “rim,” or % face” locks.
Therefore, without confining myself to any
particular class or style of locks, I do not
broadly claim partially withdrawin g the latch-
bolt from the case for the purpose of revers-
Ing 1t, as such is not new; but |

What I do claim as my invention and new
and useful, and desire to sccure by Letters
Patent, is— |

The combination of a lock and latch, when
the latch-bolt and its operative mechanism
are arranged in a case or frame independent
of the main case, and constructed so that the
lateh-bolt may be reversed, substantially as
described, without removing the said inde-
pendent case from the main case,

BURTON MALLORY.

Witnesses:
S. C. BABCOCK,
JOHN E. EARLE.
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