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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

THOMAS CARROLL, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO W. W.
WILCOX AND JOSEPH HALL, JR.,, OF SAME PLACE.

MPROVED CLEW-THIMBLE.

Specification f{)ruﬁﬁg part of Letters Patent No. 492,817, dated May 17, 1561.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS CARROLL, of
Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and
State of (Jonnectmut have invented a new
and usefal Implovement in Clew-Thimbles ;
and I do hereby declare that the following 1s
a full, clear, and exact description of the sawme,
reterenu, beln ohad tothe accompanying draw-
ings, formmg parf of this sl)euﬁcatwn in
which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of a
clew provided with thimbles made according
to my invention. Iig.2 I8 a transverse v eltl
cal section of the same, taken in the planein-
dicated by the line z , I'ig. 1.

Similar letters of refarence indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This invention consists in the arrangement
of a ring or guard in the interior of the clew-
thiimmble to ht loosely over the Dbody of the
clew in such a manner that the thiimble 1s con-
fined on the clew sufficiently close to prevent
the rope from chafing agaiust the upper por-
tion of the ring to which it is attached with-
out changing the relative size of the clew and
thimble.

To enable others skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my inv ention, I will
proceed to describe it.

A represents a clew, made of wrought or
malleable iron in the usual manner and bhdpe

It is provided with one or more rings, a, to |

receive the thimbles B. These thimbles are
cast or otherwise produced in the shape of an
egg, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, and they have

to be made of some length, “to allow of fasten-

ing the ropes ' to them. If they should be
made round and small, just large enough to fit
the rings a, the rope could not conveniently

- be fastened to them, because it would be 1m-

possible to ojve it so short a turn. By mak-
ing the thimbles oblong, however, another .
difficulty arises—viz., the rope 1s luble to
chafe against the latch of the ring to which
the thimble is attached. In order to counter-
act this chafing action, it has become neces-
sary to cover the rope with leather, or to pro-
tect it by other material; but it 18 obvious
that such a protection is only temporary, and
has to be replaced at short intervals. Th:s
difficulty I have overcome by the simple ad-
dition of a ring or guard, ¢, which is secured

to the interior of the thimble B. This guard

may be cast with or otherwise attached to the

| thimble, and i1f made in the form shown in

IFig. 2 of the drawings it is made to ft the
body of the, clew IOObe]y and still so that it
confines the thimble and prevents the rope

passing over the same from chafing against

the upper part of the ring « of the clew. 1In-
stead of giving to the guard ¢ a circular form,
Lhowever,a simplepin mightbe passed through
the thimble at such a distance below the body
of the clew as to leave to said thimble the re-
quired freedom of wmotion and still confine 1t
sufticiently to prevent the rope from coming
in contact with the upper part of the ring.

By thissimple attachment, the rope pa-SSing
over the clew-thimble can be used entirely
without a protecting-cover, and much labor
and expense is saved.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

The combination of a guard, ¢, with the in-
terior of a clew-thimble, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

THOMAS OARROLL

Witnesses:
Jos. E. LATBHROP,
CHAS. D. LOVELAND
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