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LEWIS E. OSBORN, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

LETTER-CLIP.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 42,683, dated M:iy 10, 1864,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwrs H. OSBORN, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Letter-Clips; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the construc-
- tion and operation of the same, when taken
In connection with the acecompanying draw-
ings and the letters of reference marked
thereon, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a top view; Fig. 2, a4 side view;
Iigs. 3, 4, and 5, longitudinal sections ; Fig. 6,
a view of the auxiliary clamp.

The same letters and characters in the sev-
eral figures indicate like parts.

In the common letter-clip, when the clamp
13 raised for the purpose of inserting papers,
the papers already in the clip are liable to slip
out unless great care is exercised in the op-
eration. |

The prineipal object of my invention is to
produce a letter-clip without the liability to
that trouble; and it consistsin combining two
clamps so that beforc one can be raised the
other will be closed upon the papers in the
clip with sufficient force to hold them in place,
and the same lever which operates to close
the one will, atter closing the one, open the
other. :

To enable those skilled in the art to mak
“and use my improved letter-clip, I will pro-
ceed to describe its construction and opera-
fion. |

A 18 the clamp-plate, with ears E turned
~ up upon each side to support the clamps and
their operative mechanism. B is the prineci-

pal clamp, hung at a, between the ears E, and
18 pressed down onto the clamp-plate by the
action of the spring ¢, or its equivalent, in
similar manner as in the common letter-clip.
D 1s an auxiliary clamp, which I make of wire,
bentin to the properforin, (asseeFig.6,)hinged
to levers b, which have their fuleruwms at e,

and one end turned outward (see Fig.6) to
extend through a slot, d, in the ears I, (see
Fig, 2,) is held up in the position denoted in
Fig. 2 by a spring, f,or its equivalent. T is
the operating-lever, also hung in between the
ears L, below the clamp B, its inner end ex-
tending in and bent so as to form a second
arm, ¢, which bears against thelevers . The
sald lever I' has a third armn, o, which operates
to raise the principal clamp B. When it is
desired to open the clamp to insert papers,
press down upon the lever F, as see Fig. 4,
which operation will close the auxiliary
clamp D down upon the papers in the clip.
The said clamp D is guided in its descent by
the slot d. The use of the said slot is more par-
ticularly required.in the ascent of the clamp
D, as hereinafter shown. Press the lever F
still farther down, as see Tfig. 5, and the
principal clamps will be raised as shown in
sald Fig. 5. Now insert the papers under the
principal e¢lamp and far enough in to extend
a little—say one-fourth to one-half inch—over
the auxiliary clamp; let go the lever I, The
principal clamp will close upon the papers in-
serted, and the auxiliary clamp D will spring
up from under the papers last inserted. In
this operation the slot. d tends at first to draw
the auxiliary c¢lamp back from under the pa-
pers before it rises, and it may be formed so
as to draw the said clamp entirely from under
the papers before it begins its ascent. When
at rest, the parts will be as in Fig. 3.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and useful, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination and arrangement described
of the clamps B and D with the lever F, in
the manner and for the purpose herein sub-
stantially set forth. |

LEWIS E. OSBORN.

Witnesses:
JOHN Li. EARLE,
RUFUS SANFORD.
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