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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PINCKNEY FROSYT, of

Springfield, county of Windsor, and State of |
Vermont, have invented a new and Improved |

Scythe-IFastening; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a fuall, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making a part of this
specifieation, in which— |

Figure 1.is a view representing a scythe se-

cured to its svath according to my invention.
Iig. 2 shows a side view of the fastening. Fig.

J1sasection of Figs. 1 and 2, taken at the poiut

indicated by red linez z. Iig.4 is a perspec-
tive view of the looped clamp. [Fig. 518 a per-
spective view of the perforated claw-plate in-
verted, Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the
Jeather wedge used for adjusting the point of
the seythe, either up or down.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures. |
The object of my invention is to enable the
mower to readily adjust and to firmly fasten
his seythe in any required position upon the
snath withoutthe necessity of bending or twist-
ing the web or arm of the scythe for this pur-
pose, as will be hereinafter deseribed. |
To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construetion and operation. |

Intheaccompanying drawings, A represents

the lowermost end of the snath or handle of
the implement. B is the scythe-blade, of which
« is its handle, and ¢’ the claw formed on the
small end thereof, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The lower end of the snath A is eut out so as
to leave a Hat surface, b, adapted to receive
the corresponding surface of the scythe-handle
«,and the extreme end of A receiveson it a fer-
rule,C, which has two flat surfaces, ¢ ¢/, through
which perforations are made forreceiving the
screw-tapped ends of a loop, D, and also the
screws d d, which operate this loop and draw
it up,soas to clamp and confine the lower part
- of the haundle @ against the flat surface of the
ferrule or against a leather wedge, which will
be hereinafter described. The loop D is con-
structed with nuts e e on 1ts bent ends,gwhich
receive the ends of the screws d d, and which
. enter perforations made throngh the flat sur-
face ¢ of the ferrule, and also recesses formed
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|_respect~ive- recesses and introdueing the arm &

of the scythe-blade nnder the loop D, the latter
can be drawn up tightly against said arm by
means of the two screws d d, and the arm may

Le thus firmly elamped to the snath, The claw
“or right-angular projection a’, which is formed
on the small end of the scythe-handle a, 18 re-

ceived Ly a perforated plate, I, which i8 firmly
secared to the snath, as shown-in Figs. 1 and
9. This plate I is formed with four recesses,.
g, through it, the sides of which recesses form
supports for preventing the arm ¢ from having
any lateral motion when the elaw ¢’ is adjusted
in any one of these recesses. Iour are used
for the purpose of adjusting the point of the
seythe toward or from the snath, and by 1n-
serting the claw into the proper bole in said

plate the mower can give the desired piteh to

his seythe: I find that it is'impossible by the
use of -the ordinary slides to make as much
variation of the point of the seythe toward or
from the suath as is necessary in order to use
conveniently all lengths and shapes of scythes
without having the claw bind in some posi-
tions and loose in others. To avoid this diffi-
culty I have two spurs, & i, on the under side -
of the plate B, which extend deeper into the
wood than does the claw. DBy this arrange-
ment I am enabled to bring the holes sufficient-
ly near together to admit of four being made .
upon the face of this plate E. The sides of
these perforations against which the claw bears
are made converging toward the loop D, for -
the purpose of adapting the holes to receive
the claw freely in whatever angle the arm a
may be placed with respect to the length of
the snath. The loop D is made of sufficient
length to admit of a variation of the handle «
equal to the distance of the two claw-holes (in-
plate B) apart, and thus the loop will clamp
the arm @ firmly in whichever hole the claw
may be set. By having a screwat each end of
the loop D either end mnay be set up so as to
fasten the arm firmly, whatever may beits po-
sition. This cannot be done by a single screw,
as the draft would then be equal on both ends
of the loop, and it would be necessary to keep
the arm in the center of the loop, or the bear-
ing would only be on one side thereof, -
The leather wedge G, it will be seen, ismuch
thinner on one side than it is on the other.

This wedge is inserted between the arm ¢ and

in the wood inclosed by the ferrule, as shown
flat surface of the snath for the purpose of

in Fig. 3. By inserting the nuts ¢ e into their ,
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throwing out the heel of the scythe more or | the arm @ to one side or the other of the c]amp

less, according to circumstances, and also for

- the purpose of raising the edge of the seythe

to a higher angle from the ground whenin use
than 1t otherwise would be, and also for the
purpose of varying the point of the scythe
above or below alevel with the spotting. The

former object is accomplished by inereasing or

diminishing the thickness of leather under the
heel of the scythe, and the latter object is ef-
fected by increasing or diminishing the thick-

ness of leather under one side or the other of |

the arm a. These two adjustments are made
by means of the leather wedge (=, shown clear-

1y in Fig. 6, which is beveled laterallv as well

a8 long:tudmallv The longitudinal slot 4 in
this wedge corresponds to a slot, %, which is
formed in the surface ¢ of the sna,th for allow-

ing the scythe to De removed from the snath

W 11:1:101113 entirely detaching the loop D, the
groove k receiving the claw a/ as the scythe is
detached.

From the above description it will be seen
that my improved fastening consists of a very

| rew par ts, a,nd tha.t the scvthe can be %(]Justed

then llgldly secmed in place by a very sm}p]e
manipulation.

In adjusting the pomt of the scythe to or |

fromn the snath, by changing the claw a’ from
one hole in plate K to another the amount of

mov emenb can be nicely regulated by slipping

—

ing-loop D.
Havmg thus described my uwentlon, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure bv Letters

Patent 1S—
TheIoopD constructed with screw- t.:mpped

ends fitting into recesses formed in the snath,
in combination with the two screw- fasteumgs
d d, the whole constituting a clamp for secur-
ing the scythe to its snath, substantially as
described. |

2. The perforated claw-plate E, when con-
Structed substantially as and for the purposes

desecribed.
3. The construction of the 1errule C with.
flat sides ¢ ¢/, groove k, and perforations for

receiving the ends of a elamping-loop, D, sub-

stantially as described.
4, The double-beveled wedge G, in combr--.
nation with a clamping-loop, D c(}nstructed
and operating substantially as deseribed.
5: The combination of clamping-loop. D,
scythe-handle a, claw ¢/, and perforated claw-

plate E, constructed and operating substan |

tlally as described. |
~ 6. The tenons or spurs i 5, formed on the

claw-plate E, snb‘stanmmy as and for the pur-

poses descnbed
PINUKNEY FROST.
Withesses:
- HENRY LARNARD |
TREDK A. PORTER
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