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- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

BARAK T. NICHOLS, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

' IMPROVEMENT !N SADDLES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 42,019, dated March 22, 1261.

1o all whom tt may CONCEFFL: |
Be it known that I, BARAK T. NICHOLS, of

the city of Newark, in the county of Hssex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Stirrups,
Leg-Fenders, and Girts, for Military and
other Saddles; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, making a part of
this specification, in which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my sald
‘invention. Tfig. 2 shows a portion of the im-
provements in the stirrups, and IFig. 3 shows
the leather covering, hood, and strap of the
stirrup, separate and apart from the. bent
wood; and TFig. 4 is the bent wood of the
stirrup. -

The nature of my invention consists—

Ifirst, in dispensing entirely with the flaps
of the saddle and also of the stirrup-strap, as
ordinarily used, and substituting in the place
thereof a fender or swinging flap, to the bot-
tom of which I attach the sfirrup by means
of a short strap or otherwise, thereby consid-
~erably reducing the weight and cost of the
saddle, and adding greatly to its strength,
durability, utility, and convenience. '

Second. The nature of my invention further
consists in forming the girt of the saddle of
a combination of leather and felt or eloth, or
other equivalent material, the felt or soiter
material to go next to the horse, and so to
prevent cutting or chafing the horse, and at
the same time producing a lighter, stronger,
and every way more serviceable girt.

Third. The nature of my invention further
consists in so attaching the fender.to the sad-
dle, in combination with the girt, as to en-
able the rider, by simply pressing upon the
stirrups or rising in his saddle, by the weight
of his body to tighten the girt, thus obviat-
ing the necessity, when about to charge upon

the enemy, of a dismount by the soldier to re-

oirt his horse. | . -
Fourth. The nature of my said invention
further consists in producing a stirrup, so com-
bined of wood -and leather or other equiva-
lent material as to do away with any rivets,
lighter, stronger, and better than the ordinary
stirrup, and of less cost as to materials. To
this improvement I also add a strip or piece
of rubber or other elastic material, fitted into

the bottom of the stirrup, in order to give elas-
ticity to the seat and bearing of the rider.
In the drawings, A is the saddle. -

B is the fender or swinging flap, which, tak-
ing the place of the stirrup-strap, is passed
through the stirrup-bar of the saddle, and the
straps thereof returned through the slots pp p
in the fender, in order to receive the girt, as
represented at K K, Kig. 1. ' _ |

‘D'is the girt, made of leather and felt, as
represented in Fig. 1, well stitched together,
the felt being wider than the leather, in order
that the leather may not cut the horse. The
girt is further adapted to connect with the
straps of the fender, as represented in Fig. 1.

It will be perceived that the straps of the -

fender are free to play through theslots ppp
in B, and that the fender B is free to move

over the stirrup-bar of the saddle in such a

manner that any downward pressure upon the
fender will react upon the girth connected
therewith and have the effect to tighten or
contract the same, thus to a limited extent
but in a decided manner affording control to
the rider over the girt at any moment.

C, Fig. 3, is the external covering of the
stirrup, to which is attached the hood H. This
covering is formed of leather or other equiva-
lent material, and is well stitched or riveted
together, of one or more pieces, as may be de-
sired.

The apertures O O, Fig. 3, are to receive
the wood W, Fig. 2, and the short strap S
passes underncath the wood W, as shown in
Fig. 2, and through the cover C, as shown In
Iig. 3. ' |

The buckle of the strap S is at the bottom
of the stirrup, out of the way of the leg of the
rider, and serves to take up or let down the
stirrup, which may be further taken up or let -
down by means of the slots m m m in the fend-
er B, Fig. 1. The whole stirrup and strap.
are attached to the fender, as at C, Fig. 1.

In Fig. 2, W is the wood of the stirrup, and
S is the strap. Ris a piece of rubber, attached
in any suitable way to W, and answering the
double purpose of a rest for the foot and elas-
ticity totheseat or bearing of the rider. Thick
felting or any equivalent elastic material may
be substituted for the rubber R. | o

The adjustment or tightening of the girt
over the stirrup-bar may be had by the use

only of an ordinary stirrup and strap, dispens-
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ing with the fender DB, if desired. So also
heavy leather or other materlal may be sub-
stituted 1n place of the wood W of the stir-
rup, Fig. 2. So also the strap S may be
dispensed' with, and the stirrup attached in
any convenlent way directly to the fender.
The attachment of the fender B to the saddle

may also be made permanent by means of
rivets or thongs or it may be otherwise vari-
ously modified, all, however, without affecting
S0 also
the stirrup cover, Fig. 3, may be variously

“modified, and Welts of ]eathel and metal bind-

ing or I‘llI]S introduced ther eon to btlﬁen and

| ornament the same.

In-Fig. 4 is shown a l)GlbDEth‘i e view of the

~bent wood or other material of the stirrup.
It will be pelcewed that 1t 1s not riveted or

connected in any way at the top and that it
18 peculiar 1n shape—viz., straight or perpen-
dicular on one side and angular on the other.

- The advantages of this peculiar shape will be

seen in Iig. 3 permitting the open or rear

- part of the StlI‘I‘Ilp to drop in a perpendlculm
line from the stirrup-bar (see Ifig.

1) and the
rest or bearing of the foot in the stirrup be-

ing also in line underneath or perpendicular
to the bar, and the hood or covering of the
stirrup being all forward of said perpendicu-
lar line. The stirrup being also shaped open
and disconnected at the top permits it to be
easlly ingerted within the cover, Ifig. 3, and
also by letting out the strap S the wood W

‘may be brought down partially out of the

cover U, and so the stirrup may be lengthened

or increased in size.
~What I claim as my 1n\*ent10n and desire to

secure by Letters Patent of the United States,

.]_S_.......

1. The fender or swinging flap B, When the
stirrup is pendent to the bottom thereof sub-
stantially as described,and thereby dl%pE‘IISI ng
with the long stirrup- Strap |

2. The GOI]J]JII]‘I'LIOI] of the said fender B
with the girt D in such a manner as that,
when a downward pressure is applied to the
fender, 1t will have the effect to tighten on the
oirt, substm_ltiallg as described. .

| BARAK T. NICHOLS.
Witnesses: |
DANIEL I, TOWIPILINS,
ELIAS TAYLOR.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

