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UNITED STATES

' PATENT _. FFICE? -

HENRYS. FISHER, OF NEWBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.,

IMPROVEMENT IN SEALING FRUIT-CANS, &C.

Sﬁeciﬁcation ferming part of Letters Patent No. 41,983, dated March 22,'186.4.

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY S. FISHER, of
Newburg, county of Cumberland, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im-
proved Mode of Sealing Preserve-Cang, &¢.
and I do hereby declare that the followmcf i
a full, clear, and exact description thereof
reference bein o had to the aceqmpanying
drawings, making a part of thls Speuﬁcfbtlon,
in which—

Figure 1 is a diametrical section through a
sealed glass jar. Figure 2 1is a top view there-
of. F‘ig. 3 18 a diametrical section through a
sealed earthenware jar, Fig. 41s a top view
of the same. Fig. 5 is a diametrical section
through a sealed tin can. Iig. 61s atop view
~of Fig. b, Fig. 7 1s a view of the sealing-gas-

ket employed 1in the jars and can abm e rep |

resented.

oSimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
- sponding partsin the several figures. .

The object of my invention is to hermetic-
ally seal preserve jars, cans, &c., by means of
self-sealing elastic and compressible gaskets
acted upon by clamping and retaining devices
applied to the cans or jars, as will be herein-
after described.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will describe its con-
struction and oper ELtIOI] |

In the accompanying drawings, I'igs. 1 a,nd

2 represent a preserve-jar, which i1s made of
gla-ss, and constructed with a central open-
ing, a, through its top, which i1s surrounded
by a bead or narrow flange, b, projecting out-
' Ward Surrounding this ﬂfmge b is a flat suar-
face, ¢, adapted for receiving the gasket d.
Thls cgasket d and the opening « is covered by
a disk, ¢, which has a flat margin surround-
ing 1ts dlshed center, as clearly shown in Ifig:.
1. The cover eis confined in its place over the
opening @ and gasket d by meauns of a rod, f,
which is forced down nunder the hooked por-.
tions of two lugs, ¢ g, formed on the fop of
the jar diametrically opposite each other, as
shown.

The jar of Figs. 2 and 3 is made of earthen-
ware or stoneware, and may be constructed
precisely like the glass jars above described.
It'is preferable in this kind of jars to,form a
raised annular flange around the ﬂmt or plain

surface ¢, as I have represented, for the pur-
pose of allowing cement to be spread over the
entire top of the jar, if this should be deemed
necessary. The lugs g ¢/ are formed in the
tdange ¢/, as 1n the glass jar, with this excep-
tion, th%t the lug ¢’ is merely perforated tore-
cewe the end of the confining rod, /. |
The metfal can (shown in Flgs 5 and 6) IS
constructed like the glass jar, with the excep
tion that one end of the confining-rod f is held
down by a staple or eye fastening, ¢°% the
other end being held in place by the lugg.
The gaskets which I employ in conjunction

with these jars, and interpose between the -;

flat annular margin of the covers e and the
corresponding surfaces of the cans or jars, as
above described, are composed of india-rub-

ber, gutta. percha or other elastic and com-

pressable material, covered or coated with a
cement, which mmy be made of equal parts, or
thereaﬂ)outs of beeswax and rosin, which
will become soft and adhesive when warmed
and hard when againcooled. This cementing
coating may be applied to the rubberin sheet-s- |

or to the rings or gaskets after they are cut

out, and it may be applied either by dipping
the rubber in the heated composition, or by
means of a brush. -

The advantage of the cement-coating 1s to
form a self-adhesive or sealing-gasket, which
will form a tight joint by applying it to the
can while the contents thereof are warm, and
clamping it down in its place, as above de-
seribed ; and the advantage of the rubber or
outta-perchaasabody or substance for the gas-
kets is that it accommodates 1tself to the un-
even surfaces between which the gaskets are
confined. The rabber is especially useful for

sealing jars which are made of glass, stone-

ware, or earthen-ware, as the surfaces of such
jars are always more or less uneven and filled
with interstices, which will be filled up or
closed by the rubber and its coating. The
value of this property in rubber and gutta-
percha is well known for this purpose, but the
objection to the use of rubber has hitherto
been its destructibility, and the bad taste and
smell which it 1mparts to the contents of the- |
jars. -

By my mode of preparing rubber with a

cocbtmo{ of cement, it is not only rendered o
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