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~ Specification fm'l..ni_'ng part of Letters Patent No._ 41,441, dated February 2, 1864,

L' all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, J. F. MCKENNEY, of the

city and. county of Baltlmore, in the btdte of
Maryland, have invented a certain new and |
Impmved Machine for Laying Plaits or Folds

and Tuacks; and I do hereby declare the tol-

lowing to be a full and exact description of the

sanme, releteuce being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, malxmg part of this spemhcd-ﬂ

tion, in which—
Figure 1 is a side elm"atmu of my improved
machine, Ifig. 2 is a plan or top view thereof.

Tig. 31s arear elevation of the same; and Fig.

4 1s a vertical lonmtudmal bectlon taken in

the line z x, Fig. 3. - -
Similar letters of reference mdmatecorre-

spounding parts in the several views,

"The subjeut of this invention is a machine
- whereby continuous plaits or tucks of auy de- |

sired number and width may be pmduced in
linen or other material for shirt- bosoms, skirts,
or any other purpme for which they are re

| qmred and theinvention consists in the com-
| bma,tmn of a pair of feed-rollers with a series

of folding and guiding plates of peculiar con-
struction, said rollers being either hollow or

- solid, and designed to be used either hot or

cold, with surfaces either plain, grooved, or
embossed, all as will be hereinafter described.
In order that others skilled in the arf to

which 1y invention appertains may be en-

~abled to fully understand and use the same, I

will proceed to describe its COI}th‘HCtIOU and

 operation.

In the accompanying d rawings, A is a frame

- supperting a bed or table, B, and two paral-

lel rollers, C C/, which mllers are adapted to
revolve one above the other. The roller (¢ is

journaled in suitable bearings in the lower

part of theframe A, and the roller C is pressed

down thereupon by box-straps D D which are

held in pOSIthH Ly set-screws D' DY, and al-

- lowed to yield in an upward dlrectlon to per-

mit the passage of goods between them by
spiral springs d d, v&hmh encircle said screws,
and are secured at thelr respective ends to the

“box-straps D and heads of the screws I).

d’ d’ represent lubricating-apertures.
The Tollers are so arranged that their sur-

faces are brought in close contact with each

other on a level with the top of the table B,
and . they, together with their journals, may

be made hollow and connected thr oun"h suit- |

|

.........

able stuffing-boxes with steam pipes, for the
purpose of admitting steam to the interior of
the rollers in“order to heat them. | |

The rollers may be provided with cog-wheels
E E to adapt them to turn together when the
wheels are rotated by means of a ¢rank, ¥,

(x represents a folding or gutding plate, and

(' a bent pldte, seoured thereon in any suit-

able manner. The plate G may be secured to
the table B by screws ¢ ¢, and the inner edge
thereof occupies a position between the plates .
H H’, which are attached to a scroll-gnide, L,
the latter being secured apon a plate, J, which
may be fastened to the table B by screws ¢’ ¢*.

‘The edge of the plate H is sitnated beneath

the plait.

be plaited.

the plate G’, and all the plates are designed
to occupy horizontal positions at different lev-
els, as shown in Fig. 3. The Scmll-g‘uide 1S
employed to turn the edge-of the material,
and 1s adapted for use, in connection with an
internal guide, I, for thelaying of cords within
cC Iepresent grooves formed in the
roller U to accommodate the cord and retain
the same in proper position as it passes be-
tween the rollers.

K represents the linen or other m&terml to

Operation: The material may be damped’
with either steam or water, if needful, and is
introduced between the several plates and
within the guide I in the manner shown in
Fig. 2. The temporary removal of one of the

plates G or J will greatly facilitate the intro-

dnction of the linen or other material Detween

the plates, and the screws D’ D’ may be par-
tially withdrawn to more readily permit the

insertion of the end of the piece to be plaited
between the rollers C /. The rotation of the

rollers by the crank I or other suitable means

will then serve to draw the material through
between the plates and press into permanent
shape the folds, plaits, or tucks formed there-

by. Continuons plates may be thus prodaced
trom end to end of pieces of material of any’

length, and the plaited goods may be sepa-
lated mto any required length for shirt-bo-
Soms or other purposes.

By varying the number and positions of the
plates the width and number of the plaits or-
folds may be varied as required.

Pivoted disks may, if preferred, be employed
instead of the plates to produce the folds.

The machinemay be madeof sufficient width
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