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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

GRANVILLE ABBOTT, OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY.

IMPROVEMENT IN KNAPSACK-HAMMOGCKS.

Sp(é,ciﬁca;tion forming 15:1-1‘1: of Leétters Patent No. 41,418, dated February 2, 1864.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GRANVILLE ABBOTT, of
Rumford, in the county of Oxford and State
of Mame, now enlisted in the Thirty-First
Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, have
mvented a new and improved knapsack for
the use of the troops in the field in actual serv-
ice; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
mg 18 ‘a full and exact description thereof,
reterence being had to theaccompanying draW«-
ings, and to the letters of reference mmked
thereon. |

Figure 1 represents my invention as it ap-

‘pears when used as a hammock swung on
stakes, the outer covering being removed to
show the manner of formmg the hoods or cov-

ering for the head and feet. X'ig. 2 repre-

.Sents the same as it appears when used as a

hammock swung from and between two trees,

with the outer covering in place. Fig. 3 rep-

resents the same adapted for nse as a litter.

Fig. 4 represents a top view of the same
opened and spread out on the ground. Fig.

5 represents the same rolled up into the f01m
of a knapsack. Fig. 6 represents a similar
view of the same provided with a handle.

The nature of my invention consists in the |
- construction of a knapsack adapted for use

as a litter, and also as a hammock.
To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-

seribe its constiucbwn and operation.
- I comnstruet my knapsack principally of rub-
ber or oil cloth and canvas, with straps and

buckles attached thereto, in order that it may
be conveyed in the same manner as the knap-
sack now used.

My knapsack, when unrolled and swung, re-

sembles a hammock very much, but differing

from it in its combined construction, and in
the improvement I have made in swinging it
where there are no permanent fixtures for that
purpose.

I make my knapsack six feet long, two feet

and three inches broad, (when unrolled,) with
- small ropes passing through a hem at the edge

in each side, and extending three feet (more
or less) from each end thereof to be used in
swinging the hammock from fr ees or stales,
as may be most convenient. The lining A

- (shown in Fig. 4 ot the accompanying draw-

ings) I make of canvas, and the outside or
back B of rubber or oil cloth with an exten-
sion, M, of one foot and six mches by three

- feet apd nine inches at each end, to turn over |

} the head and feet of the oecupant and form

covers therefor when used as a hammock, said
covers being fastened to a suspended lme I,

above by a hOOl&., b, in the center of eaeh as
shown in Fig. 1. The rubber or oil cloth T
use for the back B is intended to keep out all
dampness and cold winds. I make a pocket
at D, the dimensions of which may be ten by
four teen inches, in which to carry extra cloth-

ing, and, when the soldier is in bed, answers
for a plllOW

The knapsack should be accompanied by a
rubber blanket, B, six feet long and three feet
and nine mches broad to be placed across
and fastened to the suspension-line F at night
for a shelter to the bed. This blanket can be
used with another one where two swing their
knapsacks close together, to make them - a
shelter-tent over their beds; orit may be used
on a march when it rains.

I use one light wool blanket, G, six feet long
and four feet and six inches broad with thls
knapsack, buttoned to the side, one half to
sleep on and the other to cover with, or may
be detached and be warm enough for sum-
mer.,

H 1eplesents straps, buckles, &c. .

I represents the suspenswn cords, and I*

ouy-ropes.

J represents spread-sticks. and K stakes.
The stakes and spread-sticks are not intend-
ed to be transported, except for officers, as
they are very qulckly and easily made.

To use this knapsack to convey the wound--
ed from the field, it should be unrolled, the
spread-sticks put in, the soldier placed on the
knapsack, and each end of the ]{napsack fast-

ened to a pole above by the suspension- eords

Then he can be carried off at ease,

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

- The back B, formed of water-proof material
lined with G&HV’LS cloth A, with an exten-

. sion, M, at each end, to form hoods or covers

for the he’ld and feet of the occupant when
used as a hammock, in combination with a
water-proof blanket, E suspension-cords I I,
and line I¥, the former passing through hemS“
in the su:les of the back B, when the Whole 18
constructed and ar ranqed s0 as to form a con-

| vertible knapsack, hammock and litter, in the

manner described.

Witnesses: GRANVILLE ABBOTT
SAM. MAGILL,

 Jomx D. HUNT.
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