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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No, 4 B,049, dated Janunary 5, 18064.

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, R. H. BAKER, of James-

- town, in the-county of Chautauqua and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-

proved Fruit-Case; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, making a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my invention,
partly in section and in a closed state. Tig.
2 18 a side view of the same in a state adjusted
for use; Fig. 3, a plan ortop view of a corner
of one of the frames pertaining to the same;
Fig. 4, a vertical section of one of the boxes
pertaining to the same; Tig. 5, a plan or top
view of a portion of one of the boxes pertain-

ing to the same; Fig. 6, a detached perspec-
- tive view of one of the clamps of a box pertain-

ing to the same. '
wSimilar letters of reference indicate corre-

- spounding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention is to obtain a

case for conveying or trangporting fruit—such

as strawberries, blackberries, &e.—which may

‘be readily adjusted or arranged to securely

hold a number of boxes of a suitable capacity,
and when not required for use, or when the
boxes are emptied of their contents, be capa-
ble of being adjusted in a very compact form,
S0 as- to facilitate the transportation of the
cases back to their destination.

To this end the invention consists in the

employment or use of 4 number of frames ar- .

ranged in connection with a number of boxes
S0 constructed that they may be readily taken
apart and adjusted together, as hereinafter
fully set forth. |

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construet my invention, I will
proceed to describe it. :

A A A’ A” represent rectangular frames,
which may be construected of wood of any
proper size. These frames are of equal di-
mensions, and the two central oncs, A. A, and
lower one, A", are provided at each angle

or corner with an upright angular plate, B.

These plates are of metal, and extend upward
a short distance above the frames A A A”.
The two central frames, A A, have each a
horizontal metal plate, C, secured in their an-
gles at their inner sides, as shown in Fig. 3,
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‘boxes.

and nearly at the centers of the sides and end
pieces of the frames, as shown in Fig. 1. The
lower frame, A”, has a bottom board, «, at-
tached to 1t, which forms the bottom of the
case, and the top frame, A’, has a top board,
b, sceured to it, which forms the top of the
case. (See Fig. 1.) | :

D represents rectangular boxes, the ends of
the sides ¢ of which abut against each other
with a miter-joint, as shown clearly in TFig. 5.
The sides ¢, near their ends, have vertical
grooves ¢ made 1n them to receive metal
clamps Ii. These clamps are constructed of
metal, and may be described as being formed
of a piece of sheet metal bent in angle form,
and having its edges bent to form right angles
with its sides f, as shown clearly in Fig. 6.
Iach clamp It is provided with a bottom plate,
¢, which projects considerably beyond the
bent edges e. The bent edees ¢ of the clamps
fit within the grooves d in the sgide ¢ of the

boxes, and firmly hold the same together, and

the bottom plates; g, of the clamps extend be-
yond the inner sides of the boxes and form
bearings or supports for the bottoms 2 of the
(See Fig. 4.) g

The case is put together as follows: On the

bottom « of the lower frame, A”, two boxes D

are placed side by side, said boxes being filled
with the fruit, and upon said boxes a frame
A 18 laid, the plates C of -which rest upon the
outer edges of the boxes. Within this frame
A the lower ends of two more filled boxes D

are placed, and on these boxes the outer frame

A 18 placed, and within this last-named frame
A the lower ends of two more filled boxes D
are placed, on which the top frame, A’, rests.
The several frames A A A’ A” are connected
or fastened in position by hooks I I¥, as shown
clearly in Fig. 2." The boxes D are not pro-

| vided with lids, as the bottoms of the upper
tiers of boxes serve as tops for the lower ones,

while the top board, b, of the upper frame, A,
serves as a top for the upper tier. When the
several parts are thus adjusted together, the

boxes D will be securely held in position and

the fruit protected from injury. When the
boxes are emptied of their contents, they are
taken apart by withdrawing the clamps E, and
the sides ¢ connected together in pairs by
the clamps, as shown in Fig. 1, one side ¢
being Ilaid upon the other, and the several
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pairs of sides placed side by side within the
several frames,which are placed in close con-
tact one upon the other, with the bottoms 7
of the boxes being placed between the layers
of sides, as shown in Fig. 1. The plates I3 at
the angles or corners of the frame prevent the
latter ﬁ om moving laterally out of proper po-

sition, and the frames are sceurely connected
together by the hooks If, as shown in Fig. 1.
Thus 1t will be seen that When the boxes D are
emptied of their contents the casc may be ad-
justed together in a very compact form.

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

A fruit-case constructed of a series of boxes
so arranged as to admit of being taken apart
and adjusted together, and a series of frames

to receive the boxes, all arranged substan-

tmlly as seb forth
R. H. BAKER.

Witnesses:
M. H. HUTTON,

GEORGP HUNT.
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