UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

BENJAMIN H. LIGHTFOOT,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN COLORING TANNED LEATHER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 41,011, dated December 22,' 1863.

To all whom tt may concern.: |

‘Be it known that I, BENJAMIN H. LIGHT-
FOOT, of Phllade]phla, Pennsylvania, have in-
vented an Improvement in Coloring Tanned
- Leather; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and emct description of
the same.

My invention consists in the application of
petroleum or other oily hydrocarbon in combi-
nation with lamp-black orits equivalent to the
coloring of tanned leather, which 1s eifected
more thoroughly and rapidly by this composi-
tion than by that usually employed.

The last process in the currying of leather |
is termed ¢ blacking?” or ¢coloring,” and has
hitherto been accompllshed by rubbing in on
the flesh side of theleather with a hard brush |
a color composed of fish-oill and lamp-black.
Upon this is usnally applied, with a brush or |
sponge, a coat of stift'size and tallow, and when
dry it is rubbed with a broad, smooth luamp of
glags, It i1s important that the color should
penetrate the leather thoroughly and quickly.

After repeated experiments I have found
thatthe bestcoloring-vehicle 1s ordinary petro-

F

| leum (or 1n place of the latter any other oily

hydrocarbon) mixed with lamp- black or other
coloring-matter,

About thirteen ounces ot lamp-black and a
gallon of petrolenm well mixed together form
a suitable composition, which may be applied
to the leather in the usual way. This compo-
sition penetrates the leather with extraordi-
nary rapidity, the coloring of the leather be-
ing accomplished not only in less time but
more efficiently than by the application of the
usual composition.

I claim as my invention and desire to secure
by Letters Patent—

The application of petrolenm or any other
oily hydrocarbon, in combination with lamp-
black oritsequivalent, to the coloringoftanned
leather, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof Lhave signed my name

i to this specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses.
BENJAMIN H. LIGHTFOOT
Witnesses:
JOHN WHITE,
HENERY HOWSON.
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