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UNITED STATES

PaTENT . OFFICE.

— LT T N S S —

TIMOTHY EARLE, OF SMITHTFIELD, RHIODE ISLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN COVERS FOR FRUIT-CANS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 40,9986, dated December 22, 1863.

—

—_————

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, TiyvorHY KARLE, of
Smithfield, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new
“and useful Improvement in Covers for Pre-
serve-Cans; and I do hereby declare that the
following specification, taken in connection
with the drawing making a part of the same,
is a full, clear, and exact deseription thereot.

The figure is a perspective view of the im-

proved cover.

It is well understood that in preserving
fruits and vegetables 1n hermetically-sealed
jars it is necessary to provide some means for
the escape of the air within the vessel, and
which is expelled by the vapor arising from
the article to be preserved, which 1s placed 1n
the jar in a heated state. Uusually 1t has
been customary to provide an orifice in the
cover, to be closed with wax after the air has
been driven out ; andother arrangements have
also been employed—as, for example, the mode
patented to me November 10, 156s.

The purpose of the present improvement is
to provide an easy means for allowing the es-
cape of the air and for closing the vent, when
desired, without thetrouble arising from the
use of wax or cement for that purpose.

- The drawing represents a cover for a fruit-
jar, which may be in the form shown, or in any
other convenient forin. Through the cover
there is a vent-hole of the usual size for the
purpose, which hole 1s covered, when the jar
1s closed, by a rubber pateh, «, held down by

e

a spring, b, whose end is riveted to the cover,
or otherwise secured to it at e. The joint be-
tween the sides of the cover and the inside of
the neck of the jar is packed by a.rubber band,

d, 1n the usual way.

When the jar is to be filled, the article to
be preserved is poured into it 1n a heated state,
and the cover pressed into the neck, so as to
make a tight joint. The air-vent is permitted
to remain open until all the air within the jar
has been expelled by the vapor. The patch a
15 then placed over the vent under the end
of the spring, which is of a strength sufficient
to close the aperture tightly. Whenever it is
desired toopenthe jar the spring can be slight-
ly rarsed, the rubber patch removed, and the
air permitted to enter the aperture, so as to fa-
cilitate the removal of the cover.

Instead of having the spring of the shape as
shown,springs of other forms may be employed
for the purpose of closing the vent and allow-
ing the ready removal of the covering: pateh
which would involve the same principle as
here shown. -

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 18—

The combination of a spring, b, and patech
« with the air-vent in the cover of a preserve-

- can, substantially as described, for the pur-

poses specified.
| TIMOTHY EARLE.
Witnesses:
BuNg., I, THURSTON,
Tos., H. IPEABODY.
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