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- UNITED STATES PATENT

HENRY V. SCATTERGOOD, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN PESSARIES.

. | ..:' '
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 40,949, dated December 15, 186:3.

To all whom 1t may coneeri :

Be it known that I, HENRY V. SCATTER-
¢00D,of the city and county ot Albany, State
of New York, have invented a new surgical
instrument of the kind known as * pessary,”

sntended for the relief and cure of diseases.

by surgeons technically known as * retrover-
sion,” ‘“*anteversion,” and “prolapsus” of the
uterus ; and I declare the followin o gpecifica-
tion, with the drawings forming part of 1it, to
be a full and complete deseriptionof my nven-
tion and its application to the human bady.

Figure 1 represents the instrumnent 1n plan
view. Tig. 2 represents it in profile. I1g. 3
represents it in section along its plan. IFigs.
4 and 5 represent it with 1ts supplemental at-
tachment. | L

Similar letters in the figuresdenote the same
parts of the apparatus.

The form and proportions of one size of my-

ressary are shown in the drawings. 1t 1s ¢con-
stracted of two half-frames of metal tubing,
A and B, the sides or legs of the upper part,
A, being made to admit the legs of the lower
part, B, to pass smoothly within them in order

to permit expansion and contraction of the

(rame-work in the direction of its length. The
cross.-bar C of the upper frame is beut slightly
convex outward, and the cross-bar D of the
Tower frame is bent more deeply concave 11
ward. o . -

Within the legs or side tubes, A A, light

~ spiral springs « « are placed, upon which the

ends of the legs of the lower frame, B, rest,
the object of the springs beine to adjust auto-
matically the length of the frame to 1ts va-
rious exigencies.

From the profile of the apparatus in Fig, 2
it will be seen that it is slight!y curved in the
plane of its length.

The operation of the instrument 1s as fol-
lows: The instrument is to be entered into
the vagina edgewise with the bar O forward.
When entirely entered, it is to be turned
acrosg flatwise with the convexity downward,
and then gently pushed up under the back of
the uterus, so that the back bar, C, shall raise
it up-until it attains its normal position, when
the cervix nteri will have passed within the
side bars of the frame and the main body of

1

the uterus will rest upon the frame; then the
back of the pessary is to be raised half an
inch, or thereabout, above the front part, the
projections e ¢ of which front part are to be
rested upon the symphysis puabis, the COll-
cave part D of the frame passing around the
arethra and preventing pressureupounit, being
made in that form for that purpose. The pes-
sary, when onee placed in this position, can-
not be displaced by the ordinary exercise of
thie body, requiring no external appliances 10
held itin place. The springs a a are intended
to adapt the instrument to the size and ten-
sion of the vagina, which depends upon its
being in a diseased or relaxed state or In a
healthy one. If diseased, at first the instru-
ment extends itself to the required length,
but as the organ becomes invigorated gradu-
ally contracts itself toits new condition.

The instrament as described, with a shght
addition, becomes equally efficient as a rem-
edy for anteverted uterus, (the converse ot
retroverted uterus,) the womb falling forward
instead of backward. Ifor that purpose there
is attached to the pessary at the point A a
supplemental frame-work, 15, of hollow metal,
extending forward, and forming in size, shape,
and curve a counterpart to the back part ot
the frame as shown by Figs. 4 and 5.

This instrument is applied 1 the manner

already described, and the unterus is raised

and held up by the cross-bar G from falling
forward. |

Prolapsus uteri is a condition of the womb
having teatures analogous to those described,
and the use of this pessary is equally appli-
cable and efficient in it as a remedy.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 18— |

The construction of a pessary in the form
of a light self-adjustable frame, constructed
substantially as described, to be applied ex-
ternally to the uterus to raise and support the
same in the manner set forth in this specifi-

“cation.

HENRY V. SCATTERGOOD.

Witnesses: )
A.V.Drn WIiTT,
Ric. VARICK DE WITT,
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