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‘1. L. CHAPMAN, OF CAMDLN, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN CORSETS.

Bpecification forming,pa.rt of Letters Patent No. 40,307, dated Deceugber 15, 186_3”,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, L. L. GHAPMAW_\T, of Cam-

den, . in the county of Camden and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Iiprovement in Ladies’ Corsets; and 1 do
~ hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact descrl ption of the construction
and operation of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, making a part
of this specification, in which— | .

 Tigure 1is a view of the front, and Kig. 2,

g view of the back, of one of the said corsets

as the same appears when lying upon a flat
surface, like letters indicating the same parts
when in both figures. |

The nature of my invention consists in the
employment, in a lady’s corset having breast-
puifs, elastic shoulder-brace straps, and stay-
pieces, of two short straight flat steel clasping:-
springs placed In front, so as to be entirely
below the puffs and above the abdomen when
worn, as hereinafter described and set forth,

for the purpose of avoiding the injuries to the

breasts and abdomen which arise from long

springs, as well as to afford instant facility in
opening and closing the corset in putting it
- on or taking it off the person, in combination
with a lacing-cord arranged through eyelet-

toles in the back edges of the corset, and ad-

justable in {ront, as hereinafter described and
set forth, for the purpose ol affording a more
“simple, and, therefore, better and more easily
repairable means of tightening and loosening
ihe said shoulder-brace corset as 0CCasIoN
- may require atter the said short straight front
springs have been clasped together on the
person. - ' |

n the drawings, A is the body of the cor-
set; B B, the puils; D D, the single lacing-
cord, and E I, huttons for supporting the
usual underskirt of the lady’s dress by the
corset. o g -

‘The body A of the corset is made in two
separate or right and left parts, connected to-
cether at their back edges by means of the
~ Jacing-cord D D, as seen 1n Fig. 2, and so as
~ to be adjustable together in front by means
of the short straight I
the vertical front edges of the corset in Fig. 1.
Kach half is provided with an elastic
der-brace strap, G, connecting the back part

to the puff B, and with the usual elastic stay-
pieces in front and rear,

nently together.

clasping-springs seen in

as indicated by the

dotted lines @ . The putls B B are exten-
sions of the fabric of the body A, and are
formed so0 as to project outward by means of
the intermediate pieces, b b, and whalebone
stay-pieces or stretchers, as SCCll in Fig. 1.
The back edge of each half of the corseb 1S
provided withia series of eyelet-holes, arran ged
1 the relation to each other seen in Tig. 2.
The two ends of the lacin o-cord D D are 1n-
troduced at the top holes and cross-laced two-

thirds or three-fourths ot the way down, where

sufficient portions to Dass round and tie to-
oether in front are left loose, and then the
ends of the cord cross-laced onward to the
bottom holes; where they -are tied perma-
The loose portions, there-
fore, when passed ronnd and drawn in front,
produce an effective shoulder-brace ¢ corset-
draw ” of the most simple kind. The frontsteel
springs extend upward, respectively, from
the bottom edges of the corset only to the
ander edges of the putts b B, as seen in ¥ig. 1.

The clasps consist each of a flat piece of

sheet metal having & slotted knob-hole and

viveted to one of the said springs, SO as to pro-.
ject laterally from 1ts outer edge, and of a
knob projecting perpendicularly from the
other spring, so as to be directly opposite to
the slot in the clasp of the first spring, and

be capable of being readily connected and

“disconnected therewith, (as ocecasion may re-

»

quire in putting on and taking off the corset,)
as represented in Fig. 1. . |
[ am aware that long curved steel springs
have been used for the purpose of closing and
unclosing the fronts of some other corsets of
an entirely difterent construction, but such
springs have always been made to extend up-
ward from the bottom to the top of the corset,
and to have curves at their lower ends which,
extending over the abdomen, cause disagree-
able and injurious pressure, and & consequent
cramping result in Most Cases, which renders
their disuse necessary. Besides, their upper

ends extending to the top of the breasts cause

serious lateral friction against these organs,
and consequently are injurious. Whereas, by
constructing and applying short straight
springs, as represented in I1g. 1, the puifs D
I are left free and independent, SO that 1
respiration and all other motions of the chest
the said springs cannot produce either injury
or inconvenience, and, not ‘extending down-
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- ward over the abdomen, the corsets can be |
worn by all females at 4] times without either | g

Inconvenience or Imjury. |

I am also aware that the backs of corsets
have been laced and adjusted together by
means ot a series of short cords of different
lengths passin g through eyelet-holes and unit.
together at thejr 'espective ends by means of
two broad flexible bands, which are adapted
to pass around the corset and tie in front, as

~Seen in Mrs., O, p. Yonng’g corset, rejected

lengths of the short cords of thig lacing ren-
~der it very difficult to repair, except by the
manuf'a-_eturer, and exceedingly liable to wear
out or become hroken. Whereas, the use of
the long single cord D, arranged an( laced
as described and set fort] herein, is of the most
sStmple ch aracter, and, Gonsequently, the lacing
can be easily repaired or a new cord Substi-
~ tuted at any time by any one wit], the great-

- est facility, and the requisite variations in re.

. 8ard to the tightness or looseness of the eor- -

actness, -

bre&st-puﬂ's, el
and stay-picces
employment of

fﬁlly described my improv
and pointed out its utility

new therein,

of my inventior

astic shoulder-brace straps

as deseribed

and set forth, the

the short Straight clasping

steel springs arranged in front so ag to be

entirely below and free from the puits B B,
as herein described and set forth, in combina-
tion with the single-cord lacing D D in the
back of the corset and adjustable in front, as

described, the s
Ing together in

scribed, for the

‘Witnesses:

ald springs a

the said shoulder-brace corset
combination substantially in the manner de-
PUrposes specified.

L. I

BENT. MoRri1son,

HowARD

KIRK.

. CHAPMAN.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

