UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK BECK, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN COVERING CORDS, WIRES, &ao.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 40,801 , dated December 1, 1863,

To all whom it may concerns _

Be it known that I, FREDERICK BECK, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented anewand Improved Mode of Cover-
‘ing Cords or Wires; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same. .

The object of this invention is to cover metal
wires, such as generally nsed in the manufac-

ture of hoop-skirts, bonnets, artificial lowers, |

and other articles, with some material cheaper
- than cotton braid or strips of paper, or other
materials now employed for this purpose, and
~also covering cords made of cotton or other
fibrous materials.

The invention consists in the employment
~or use of flock or powder obtained by grinding
woolen rags, worsted cotton, or paper, or of
bronze-powder, or other material ground to an
~1mpalpable powder, for the purpose of cover-
- ing metal, wire, or cords, by drawing the wire
or cord first through a solution of glue, gum-
arabie, or other suitable liquid cement,and af-
‘terward through the flock or powder, and re-

moving the sarplus by rollers or brusbhes or

other suitable meauns.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
- and use my invention, I will proceed to:de-
~ sertbe 1t. | | -
- The wire or cord to be covered is taken from
- the ring, bale, or roll; or it may be covered
atter 1t has been cut in pieces of any desirable
length. In most ecases, however, it is prefer-
able to cover the wire or cord before cutting
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and the operation of covering may be per-
formed as follows: I placein a vat a quantity
of cement, such as glue or gum-arabic dis-
solved in water or varnish, or any other suit-
able liquid cement,and in another vator tank,
close by the first vat, I place the flock or ground
cotton, paper, or other powder,and then I draw
the wires or cords through the cement, and im-
mediately afterward through the flock or pow-
der, and, finally, in order to remove the sur-
plus the wires or cords may be exposed to the
action of rollers or brushes, or the surplus
lock or powder may be removed simply by
friction, or in any other convenient manner.
By these means metal wire or cord of any de-
scription, whether of steel, iron, brass, copper,
or other metal, or cord of any description can
be covered with flock or powder of any desir-
able color. The whole operation can be per-
formed at a trifling expense in labor or stock,
and certainly much cheaper than it can be
done in the ordinary manner.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |

The employment or use of flock or powder
obtained by grinding woolen, worsted, or cot-
ton rags or paper, or other material, in com-
bination with a solution of glae or other suit-
able cement, for the purpose of covering cords
or wires, substantially as set forth.
| - FR. BECK,

Witnesses:

D. ROBERTSON,
1THOS. L. J. DOUGLAS.
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