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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

J. CHENOWETH, OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA.,

MPROVEMENT IN RIDING-SADDLES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 40,158, dated October 6, 1863.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, J. CHENOWETH, of ort
Wayne, in the cmmt3 of Allen and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
nrm"ement in Riding-Saddles ; and 1 do here-
by declare that the fbl]owing is a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a plan or top view of

my invention. I'ig. 21s a longitudinal ver- |

tical section of the same, the line xz x, Fig. 1
indicating the plane of section.

Similar letters of reference in both views
i.. d'cate corresponding parts.

This invention consists in the arrangement
of two C-springs, one being secured to either
side of a saddle-tree and extending back over
the cantle, in combination with two flat strips
of sheet metal hinged with their front ends to
a staple inserfed 1nte the pommel, and with
their rear ends to the loose ends of the C-
springs in such a manner that on placing the
seat upon said flat strips an elastic seat 1s pro-
duced, either side of which 13 capable of ac-
(mnmodatmg itself to the motions of the rider
and of the horse independently of the other
s de.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe 1t with reference to the drawings.

A represents a saddle-tree, made of wood
or any other suitable material in the ordi-

nary form and shape. B is the pommel, and

C the cantle, of the tree. The foundation of
the seat is formed by two flat strips, D, of
sheet metal, which extend from the. pommel
in front to the cantle at the back of the tree.
Their front ends are hinged to the pommel
by means of a staple, a, or in any other suit-
able manner, and their rear ends are forked

and secured by pivots b to the loose ends of

C-shaped springs E, one such spring being
firmly secured to either side of the said sad-
dle - tree. These springs are made of flat

strips of sheet-steel or other suitable mate-
rial, twisted at about the middle of their

' lengths, and bent in the form of a C, as clearly

shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the curved
portion of the springs being made to stand
edeoewise toward the surface of the tree. T'he
strips D are curved to correspond to the de-
sired sweep of the seat, and by their counec-
tion with the C-springs K each strip 18 per-
mitted to accommodate itself to the motions
of the rider and horse independent of the other
strip. By covering the strips and springs
with a stout piece of leather a cheap, dura-
ble, and convenient saddle can be produced ;
and if it should be desired to make a tancy
saddle it can be made over this foundation
as well as any other.

My present invention is applicable to sad-
dle-trees of any description, and the strips D
and springs & can be very easily accommo-
dated to any saddle-tree, either new or old.
The springs I and rear ends of the strips D
are concealed under a cap, If, of leather or
other suitable material, and the seat G covers
the front portion of the strips and tree, as
clearly shown in Fig. 2. The springs and
strips are thereby completely protected against
the influence of moisture, and their action will
not be interfered with by coming in immediate
contact with the sides, body, or any portion
of his dress. The seat produced by the com-
bined action of the strips D and C-shaped
springs 1 is not liable to lose its elasticity,
and it is very easy in its action both for horse
and rider.

I do not claim, broadly, the use of springs
in the construction of saddles; but,

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
as an improved article of manufacture—

A riding-saddle provided on each side with
a spring, L&, bent in C shape, and connected
at its loose end with the pommwel B by means
of the flat seat-strip D, all in the mauner here-
in shown and desulbed

J. CHENOWITH.

Withesses:
SAML. KENT,
JNO. MCLAIN.
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