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- proved coffin. _ _
- nal section through the middle of the coffin.

‘compartment constructed at one end of them.
Such..eoffins. heretofore "have been. -made -of -

- planking and closing the bottom joints by a

rabbet?” and a strip.

" the blocking-joints and the eéntire interior sur-
face of the coffin with a gas-tight mixture, so

joints of the blocking, all as hereinafter de- |
‘seribed. The said deodorjzing-chamber being

. made outside of the coffin, and arranged so as ;
~ to be accessible in order to clean it out, I re-

veniance from the smell of the decayed corpse.
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To all whom it may concerre: |
Be it known that I, SAMUEL H. YOUNG, of
St. Louis, in the county of St. Louis and State
of Mjssouri, have invented 2 new and useful
Improvement in Coffins; and 1 do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, making a part
of this specification, in which— - | -
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
IFig. 2 is a vertical longitudi-

1Fig:.-3 is a top view of the coffin without the
id. : - -
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the three figures.
My invention relates to an improvement in
air-tight coffins, which have a deodorizing.

metal wherever they have proved practical
and useful. | . o
My invention is designed to render practical
the substitution of wood for metal. Itfurther
is designed to obviate the inconvenience aris-
ing, from having the deoderizing-chamber a
part of the cofiin-body proper. | |
The first improvement that I have made
consists in making the coffin-body of wood

system of blocking, as hereinafter deseribed,
the top joint being made tight by a ¢ drop-

The second improvement consists in coating

as to fill up the pores of wood and the joints
in a manner to make the blocking continnous
and solid. - |

The third improvement consists in ametallic
deodorizing-box, made with a partition under
which the gases have fo pass before they can
escape from it, in combination with a wooden
coffin, made with plank sides, joint-blocking,
and coated gas-tight on its interior and at the

—

place new and efficient compounds without
disturbing the ecoffin or sufiering an 1ncon-

' stand my invenuion, [ will proceed #o describe

its construction and operation. .

In the accompanying drawings, A A repre-
sent the two sides, B. B’ the head and foot
boards, C the bottomw, and D the lid, ot a cof-
fin, which parts are, or may be, constructed
and put together in the usual manner. The
upper edges of the two side boards, and also
those of the end boards, are rabbeted 1nside
to receive a projecting strip, a, which is se-
cured to the bottom of the lid D, as shown in
Fig. 2, so that by coating the strip ¢ and the
edges of the rabbet b with white lead and
litharge a. perfectly air-tight joint will De
formed at these points when the lid D is
screwed down in its place. The joints of the
side, bottom, head, and foot boards are closecl
by means of triangular strips g, of wood,.
which form, when properly secured in place,
-a-continunous. ¢.blocking.” as shown.in.Figs, 2
and 3. The entire interior of the coffin is now
coated with a mixture composed of beeswax
and naphtha, which is applied with a brush
when abouf the consistency of varnish. This
composition fills up the pores of the wood,
rendering it air-tight, and also cements the -
“continuous blocking ¢ and makes it very solid. .
A wooden coffin can in this way be. made per-
fectly air-tight ; but as such a cotfin wow.d be
very liable to burst, in consequence of the
force of gas inside, it is therefore necessary to
make some vent for the escape ot gas. This
I aceomplish, and at the same time deoderize
the gas, by boring a hole through the foot-
board and introducing therethrough a tube,
e, which is of sufficient size to allow the gas
from the interior of the coffin to escapein such
quantities as to preveunt all liability of the

| bursting or springing of the joints of the cof-

fin. The outer end of this tube ¢ communi-
cates with a box, G, which is secured in any
suitable manner to the foot-board B/. Within
this box is put any of the well-known deoder-
izicg compounds, through which the gas 1is.
made to pass before it can escape from the
box G. This bas the effect of purifying the
gas and depriving it of its offensive odor.. This
box G is made with a partition closed -at all

points except at its bottom, where an orifice -

is cut for the gases toflow through. DBy this
arrangement the gases will take the course

indicated by the arrows 2, 3, and 4, and thus

To enable others skilled in the art to under- | they will be thoroughly deodorized before they



1w

escal ye. This box may be made 0‘[ metal
cmbu’t hght-ly at every part except the gas-

“exit ¢/, The deodorizer may remain for any
Jength of time in this box, and renewed from

tinie to time as it loses its efficacy.” The box
(3 may be so applied to the cofiin that it can

be removed, if desiréd, and when made neatly

a1l apphed to the (,oﬂm 1t mll have a very
‘good appearance.

T'rom this description it will b{, seen that I
am enabled to make n coffin which I}Obbﬁ‘bbﬂb

all the advantages of the metallic cases, in so
far as: prw*ultmn the escape of obnoxions

oases, ahd which 18 mucely lighter and cheaper
than these metal coflins. The coating of wax
and naphtba renders the w ood and the joints

Fr';' 40,13'7 |

of tlie coffin oas-tight, and enables me s to pre-.
vent the escape of gas at all points. except.
where it can be pasaed through purifying

compound. |
What T claim as my mventlou, .md desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is— :

1. Arranging the deodorizing clmmber on
the outside 01 the coflin-body instead of within
it, in the manner and for the purpose deseribed.

2. Phe combination of the external deodor-

.-'umﬂ box with the w omlul coffin, made air- |

| lnht by the’ means hereinabove sot forth.
SAMU]* L IT. YOUNG
Witnesses: |
- TioMAs LynNelr,
SAMUET. CARTLISA:
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