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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM MILLER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVED GUARD ATTACHMENT FOR LOCKS.

Specification forming part of Leti{ers Patent No. 40,1 k3, dated September 29, 1863.

o all whom it may cor.cern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM MILLER, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
proved Guard Attachment for Locks; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the acecompanying draw-
ings, making a part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a front or face view of a portion
of a door having a mortise lock fitted in it
with my invention applied to it; Fig. 2, a sec
tion of the same,taken in the line a a; I‘lg 3,
a detached perspective view of my mventwn.

Siumilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention is to obtain a
simple, etficient, and cheayp device which may
be readily applied to a lock and to the key
thereof In such a manner as to prevent the
turning of the key at the outer side of the

door, an expedient frequently resorted to by

burglars to . pen doors when locked, and the
key lett 1n the inner side of the lock.

~ The invention consists in the employment or
use of a metal plate bent so as to form a clasp,
which may be fitted over the bow of the key,
80 as to be secured thereto and have one end
fitted 1o the key-hole, substantially as herein-

aiter fully shown clI]ll described, w hexeb3 the
desired eud 1s attained.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and coustruct my invention, I wil.
proceed to describe it.

A represents a portion of a door containing
a mortise-lock, B, of the usual or any proper
construction. O is the key, represented as be-
g in the lock, and provided with the usual
bow a, by which it may be readily turuned by
- the lld.[ld

D is a clasp, formed of a flat metal plate
bent in \/ form, or in a form approximating
thereto and having one of its legs or parts, b,
ratber longer than the other one, ¢. The lar-
gest leg, or part b of the c¢lasp terminates in a

loop, d, whiuu 1s shown clearly in Figs. 2 and

3, the loop being considerably narrower than
the plate, so that the former may readi]v en
ter the key-hole K of the lock. (See fig. 2.) |

The end of the short part € of the clasp ter-
minates in a fork or claw, ¢, shown clearly in
Fig. 3, and a loop, f, is also attached to the
Short end of the el.;mp, said loop serving as
handle to aid in lifting or raising the part 0
when necessary.

The device is applied to the lock and key
as follows: The clasp is fitted on the bow a
of the key, the loop d entering the key-hole
K, and the claw e fitting over the arbor or
shank g of the key at the junction of the lat-
ter with the bow. The clasp has sufficient
spring or elasticity initself to keep the claw ¢
in the arbor or shank ¢ of the key.

The clasp D 1s sufficiently broad to cover
the greater portion of the bow « of the key,
and 1t will be seen that when the clas: is ap-

plied to the key and lock as described the key

cannot be turned at the outer side of the door,
as the clasp encompasses the bow a, and the
former 1s prevented from turning on account
of the loop d fitting in the key-hole K. The
claw ¢, In consequence of fitting on the shank
or arbor ¢ of the key in front of the bow «, to-
gether with the spring orelasticity of the lesl)
prevents the latter from being casually de-
tached from the bow and the 100p d from slip-
ping out from the key-hole E. The clasp may
be detached from the bow a of the key when
necessary by raising the part ¢ by means of
the loop f, so that the claw may be free from
the arbor on shank ¢ of the key.

The clasp D 1s sufficiently broad to cover
the greater portion of the bow a of the key,
and it will be seen that when the clasp is ap-
plied to the key and lock as described the key
cannot be turned at the outer side of the door,
as the clasp encompuasses the bow a and the
former 1s prevented frem turning on account
of the lvop d firting in the k_ey-lmle K. The
claw, in consequence ot fitting on the shank or
arbor g of the key iufront of the bow a, to-
gether with thespring orelasticity of the clasp,
prevents the latter from bemg casually de-
tached fromn the bow and the loop d from
slipping out from the key-hole . The clasp
may be detached from the bow a of the key
when "necessary by raising the part ¢ by
means of the loop f, so that the ¢claw e mnay be
free from the arbor on shank ¢ of the key.

Having thus described my invention, what
I clatin as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

The clasp D, constructed substantially as
shown, 80 as to be capable of being fitted on

| the bow a of the key C with one end in the

key-hole K, as and for the purpose set forth.

WM. MILLER.
Witnesses: *
M. M., LIVINGSTON,

J. W. CooMBSs.
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