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7o all whom it may concern :

- Be it known that I, J. I. RUNK, of Nash-
ville, in the county of Washington and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new and use- |

ful Improvements in Gang-Plows; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full and
clear description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, and made to
form a part of this specification. |

The natare of this invention relates chiefly
to the lateral and vertical adjustment of the
plows,ashereinafter set forth and represented.
__In reference to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a top view or plan of my improve-
ment. Fig. 2 is a front view, and Fig. 3 a per-
spective view, of my improved gang-plow as
complete and ready for use.

A represents the front wheels, which sup-
port and rotate upon the axle B. |

D represents an inclined or wedge-shaped

- bolster, made of snitable material, and adapted

to fit and rest upon the axle B, to which it will
be secured by means of boltsd. By reference
to Fig. 1 it will be seen that the said bolts d
pass through long mortises or slots ¢, formed
in the said bolster D, and at their upper ends
are provided with nuts, so that when the said

. nuts are loosened the said bolster D may be

capable of lateral adjustment with reference to
the axle B; and this adjustment will be effect-
ed by means of a serew, f, which is adapted to
work in the end of the said bolster. |

J' 1s an upright iron bar secured firmly in

the axle B, through which the said screw 7 is
- made to pass, a shoulder being formed upon
sald serew which is adapted to bear against the
Insideofthebar’,whilethehand-wheel ¢, which
1s secured upon the outer end of the screw £, is
adapted to bear against the outside of the said
bar f//." Thus the said screw f, while being al-
lowed rotation, is prevented from longitudinal
motion, so that by tarning the said hand-wheel
g to the right or left, thereby operating the
screw f, the bolster D may be adjusted later-
ally in such manner as to give more or less
land to the plows. | |

K is a platform, the forward end of which
- will be firmly and rigidly secured to the bolster

D, while its rear end will be supported by
means of the truck 4 and post .

| H represents the plow-beams, which will be

made, in a strong substantial manner, of suit-
able material, and hinged to the platform E
at J, so that the rear ends of the said beams
may be allowed vertical motion sufficient to
insure the proper elevation of the plows above
the ground. The said beams will be secured
together by means of iron plates %, so that in
the operation of the plows the strength of the
beamsand platform will be combined and made

1o act, to a certain extent, as.one solid beam.

m 1s aniron {frameattached to the platform E.

n 18 a lever pivoted to the frame m at m/.

n’ 18 a plate of metal pivoted to a beam, H,.
and to the lever n at n'/, so that by depressing
the forward end of the said lever » the rear
ends of the beams H will be elevated in such
manuner as toraise the plows pfrom the ground;
and the said lever may be secured in this de-
pressed position, when desired, by means of the
pin #, which passes through staples »/ of the
beams H. Theadvantage of thisarrangement
of the said lever = is that it requires but a
slight pressure to elevate the plows. The stand-
ards p’ of the plows » may be secured to the
beams H by means of suitable clamps, s.

{ represents the driver’s seat.

The inclination of the wedge-shaped bolster
D 1s such as to be adapted to the depth .to
which ground isordinarily plowed, so that when
the plow is operating with the right-hand or
off wheel in the furrow the beamsand platform
will belevel, orin a position to allow both plows
to operate at an equal depth in the ground.

In order to adjust the plows laterally to the
land, the operator will loosen the nuts upon
the upper ends of the bolts d, and then turn
the hand-wheel to the right or left, as the case
may be, until the proper position of the bolster
is effected to secure the desired object. The
said nuts will be again tightened and the op-
eration will be completed, and that without
necessarily stopping the team or the operation
of the plows. .

1 do not wish to be understood as claiming
the inclination of the bolster D as being a vital
part of my invention, as’it is quite obvious
that a bolster without inclination might be em-

| ployed without departing from the spirit of

mmy invention; but I prefer the construction

“herein set forth, as it enables me to employ
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wheels of equal size, and facilitates the perfect
operation of the machme

Having thus described the nature and ap-
plication “of my improvement sufficiently to en-
able others skilled in the art to eonstruet and
use the same, what I claim as new of my
own invention, and desire to secure by Letterb
Patent, 15—

The emp103 ment of the inclined bolster D,

in combination with the screw f, platform D L

| and beams H, all being constructed and ar-
ranged to operate snbstantially as herein de-

seribed, for the purposes set forth.

In testlmony of which invention I have hLere-

unto set my hand and seal this 4th day of June,
1863.

_ J. L. RUNK. (L. 8.]

Witnesses: * -
H. H. CLIFTON,

- HERRM, BOERKE.
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