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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

"LAVINIA H. FOY, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUBSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN CORSET SKIRT-SUPPORTERS.

~ Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 39,911, dated September 15, 1863,

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that 1, LAvVINIA H. Fov, of the
city and county of W’orcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corset Skirt-Sup-
porters, &c.; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being hadto the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this speci-
fication, and in WhICh——

Flgure 1, Sheet 1, represents a front view of
my 1mpr0ved corset skirt-supporter; Fig. 1,
Sheet 2, represents a back view of the upper
part or section thereof, while Figs.2, 3,4, and
5, and sections A, B, C, and D, represent de-
tached parts, and are designed more particu-
larly to illustrate the forms of the bottoms of
the pieces which form the extension-rim or
supporter, and the particular mode of binding
the same, as will be more fully deseribed here-
inaiter.

In Fig. 1, Sheet 1, 1 represents the body
of the artlcle which is f%stened in front by the
metal clasps ¢ @ a, in the usual and well-
known mode of fastening corsets in which
steel springs are used.

J J are the shounlder-straps, provided with
elastics b b, their front ends being retained by
the buckles ¢ e¢,attached tothetrontoithe body
I. (SeeFig.1,Sheet 1.) The back of the body
1 is left open and laced up, as fully shown in
Figs.1, Sheefs 1 and 2, whereby the upper part
ofthe body I can be adjusted and the shoulder-

straps thrown farther off of the shoulders

whenever desired. The frontof the body I 1s
left open, as seen at K K, and provided with
lacings d d, whereby the size of the central
part of the body I can be very quickly ad.
justed and varied in size, and that, too, with-
out in the least impairing the form or action of
the skirt-supporting rim L, sincethe openings
K K are both in front of the points ee of the
extensor 1. If preferred, the openings K K
could extend quite through the bottom of
body I, instead of being closed, as seen at f f.
The extensor or supporting- r1m L 1is formed
irom the lower parts or bottoms of the pieces
which go to make up the back of body I,

the general form of which 1s shown in the |

drawings, Figs. 2, 3, and 4. When these
pieces are sewed towether and the hoop M in-
serted, the extenso_r or rim L is produced.
The rim or extensor L is bound in a novel and

peculiar manner, whereby the outer edge
thereof has a corded appearance, while the
binding-piece is made to answer as a case to
receive and retain the hoop M. Strips of cloth
of sufficient length and width tobind with are
cut bias, and then one edge, ¢, 1s folded over,

as seen in IFig. 5, Sheet 2, when the smgle
edge /v 18 stretohed SO as 1:0 give the proper
curved form, as indicated 1n the same figure.
The binding-piece is then placed with its
single edge /& next to the lining ¢ of the face-
cloth N, as indicated in section-line B, which
1s designed torepresent line A B, Ifig. 2, when
the parts are placed together for stitching.
After the edges h,%,and N are stitched to-
gether the loop partj is turned over upon the
other side of the tace-cloth N, so as to bring the
edge ¢ 1n close proximity to the edges h, ¢, and
N, when all of the thicknesses are stitched to-
getherjust backof the firststitching, whereby
the edges &, i, N and g are all turned in and
brought together outside of the seam %k, Figs.
3 and 4, thereby giving the article the appear-
ance of corded work, as seen at O, same
figures. All that remains 1s to stitch another
seam at m, when the hoop M can be inserted,
the article having the finished appearance in-
dicated in Fig. 4. In the sections B C D of
the lines A DB C D and K If the relative posi-
tions of the different thicknesses of cloth are
represented in a loose and expanded condition,
with a view to illustrate more fully the mode
or operation of binding. When, however, the

‘stitehing is performed, the parts are all drawn

closely together and assume & compact and
neat appearance, the edges O and I assum-
ing rounded forms. It will be observed that
by folding the edge ¢ asshown, that too much
bulk and thickness is avoided 1n the outer
seams and edge, and a neater piece of work
produced than if the edge ¢ folded down even
with the edge I ; besides, the curved form is
more readily produced by stitching a single
edge, as shown, If preferred, one or both of
the openings K cou]d be extended from top to
bottom. |

p ppp are metal caps placed over the ends
of the springs and whalebones.

Having descrlbed my improved corset skirt-
supporter, what I claim, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

1. Cutting the binding cloth bias, in combi-
nation with the mode of applying the same to
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the extensor or outeredge of the rim L, where-
by all gathering is avoided, while a corded
appearance and a case for the hoop M are
produced, substantially as set torth.

2. The combination of laced openings K K,
or either of them, with the front part of the
body I, substantially as set forth.

3. The body I, open infront and adjustable

both 1n front and in back, substantially as
shown and deseribed.

4, Forming the case for the hoop and corded
edges O and P from the same piece of bias-
cut cloth, as shown and described.

- Witnesses: LAVINIA H. IFOY.
ALLEN TITAYER,
ANNA I3. JACKSON.
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