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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

O. H. BRADLEY, OF WESTCHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA.

" IMPROVEMENT IN LETTER-BOXES FOR POST-OFFICES.

Spemﬁcatlon f{)rmmw part of Letters Patent No.

39 879, datetl Suptember 15, 186.3 anteda,ted

January 11, 1863.

- o all whom i may CORCETN :

Be it known that I, C. H. BRADLEY of
Westehester, in the COlIIlt} of Chester and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Letter-Boxes for
Post-Offices and Similar Purposes; and I do
hereby declare that the io]lomnn is a full,
clear, and exact description of the Same,let
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, making a part of this spe bli]Lcl[lOI], 1n

- which—

Figure 1 is a face or front view of my inven-
tion ; Fig. 2, a vertical section of the same,
taheu 1n thelmemm Fig.1; Fig. 3, a vertical
section of the Sanm taken n the line y Y
Ifig. 1.

Similar Ietters of referenee indicate carre
sponding parts in the several figures.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully

‘understand and construct my inveution, [ mll

proceed to describe it.

A represents a box or case Whldl may be of
reutangular form and of any suitable dimen-
sions. The front of this box or caseis formed

~of a plate of glass, a, the back of the box or

case being open. At the center of the box or
case A there is a central partition, b, which

is equal in width to the box or case. Iaclt

compartment of the box A formed by the par-

‘tition b 1s subdivided into pigeon- ‘holes or com-

partments by means of horizontal partitions c.

These partitions are arranged so as to slidein
- and out of the box or case A, and to effect this
the 1nner sarfaces of the sides of the box or

case, as well as the sides of the partition b, are
g:rrooved horizontally, asshown at d, to receive
the edges of the partitions c. (See Ifigs. 1
and Z) To the front -end of each partition ¢
there is attached an upright plate,e, which

serves to eateh against the letters or othel ar-

ticles that may be deposited on the partition

- ¢ when the latter 18 drawn out. To take out
- the létters, it is only necessary to pull out the |
- partition a short distance, and in this man-

ner a very large number of boxes may be ar-
ranged 1n & small space. No lettering or num-

bermﬂ‘ IS placed upon the glass; but the front
of the plate e, or that part Whu,h 18 presented'
toward the glass, is intended to have upon it
the initial-letter Ot the addresses painted. (See
Fig. 1.) The same initial-letter is. used for
several compar tments, numerals being used

_Wlththeletter as A’, A2 Al &c¢. By this ar- '

rangemenrt it will bt., seen tlmt a parcel of let-
ters, the addresses of which have the same
initial, may be subdivided and assorted so that

any pﬂrtluﬂar address'in the parcel may be

readily found. The numerals may indicate
the second letter in the address or name—
for Instance, the name ¢ Baker” would be
placed in the uppermnost compartment, B, as
the second letter “a?” of the name 1s the ﬁrf-:t
letter of the alphabet. The name ¢ Bell”
wonld oceupy the lowermost compartment, B®,
as the second letter ¢“e?” is the fifth letter

of the alphabet. Other forms of classification
may be adonted h} means of the numerals

and initial-letters. As the partitions ¢ areall

(fitted in grooves d, it will be seen that move or
less of them may be used, as desired, and the .

capacity of the compartments increased or di-
minished, as required, and as each partition ¢

“has 1ts letter attached toit, it will be seen that

the removal of any of the partitions or the ad- .
dition of any will not affect the plan or mode
of classification deseribed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
[ claim as new, and desire to secure by Letterb

Patent, 18—

The comlmntlon with the slidin g partltlons' |
¢,of the plates e, a8 hel ein shown and described,

50 that the letters may be easily removed, the

boxes arranged within a small space, the ar-
rangement clnncred as desired, and so that
the :EL] phabetical arrangement of the boxes will
be clearly visible from the exterior of the
boxes without lettering or painting on the

glass, all as herein set forth.

C. H. BRADLEY

VVIEIIES‘RBS
- GEORGE W. HAWLDY
WM WHITEHEAD
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