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Sﬁeciﬁiba,tifd@. fﬁmling part of ‘Letters Patent No.. 39‘,‘57’2; dated
S o January 17, 1863.

‘Avgust 18, 1863; antedated. =

1o all whom it MQQ_. é’onéerm o

- Be it known that T, J. M: HoADLEY, of the
town of Derby, in the county of New Haven

- and State of Connecticut, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Crochet-Needles ;
and 1 do hereby declare the followin g to be a

- full, clear, and exact description of the same,
~reference being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon. | : -

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.
~ In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of one of my improved crochet-needles,
shown in condition for use. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the same closed, or shut up
for convenience of carrying in the pocket.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of same with the

removable ferrule off and needle partly closed
into handle. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal section
through the center of apparatus or instrument.

Fig. 51is a partial longitudinal section show-

ing a modification of my invention. Fig. 6 is
a longitudinal section of the ‘fastening ” and
removable ferrule; and Fig. 7 is a sectional
view similar to Fig. 4, but showing still an-
other modification of my invention.~ -

Where the same letters oceur in the different
views they indicate the same part of the ap-
paratus. |

- A represent the handle of the crochet

needle, which may be made of any suitable
material and design; and b is the needle.

Previous to my invention it has been cus.’

tomary to secure the needle b permanently to

- the handle A, or screw it into the stock of the

handle; and a great objection to crochet-nee-

dles as héretofore made is the liability tocuta |

hole in the pocket, (where a lady. would natu-
rally carry one,) the liability of injury to the

point of the needle while carried about, and

the necessity of having a different instrument

entire for each different sized and shaped
needle. o ' | '

My invention has for its object a crochet-
needle in which the needle proper may be
readily shifted so as to haveits point perfectly
Inclosed or incased and protected, and also in

which the needle pI‘OpeI‘ can be rea_di]y' re.-.

moved entirely from the handle and replaced
by another of different size or shape for vari-

ous kinds of work ;. and to these ends my said
1nvention consists in so constructing the instru-

ment or tool as that the needle ¢an be folded |

or closed into the handle when not required
for use, and opened or slid out and secured in
position for working, substantially as herein-
after described ; and my invention also con-

sists in so constructing and combining with the

handle the shank of the needle that while the
latter may be readily closed or shut into the
handle and secured in a working position, (as
just mentioned,) it may also be entirely re-

‘moved and substituted by a different needle
for different work, as hereinafter described.

In Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4 the handle A is made
with slot or groove cut in it, as shown at a, to
accommodate the needle b, which is hung on a

pivot, ¢, (atits shank,) in one end of handle A,
¢1s a removable ferrule or tip made of thin

metal, (see Figs. 3 and 6,) and so shaped as to

fit snugly over the needle end of handle A.
This tip ¢ is so formed at its smaller end as to
have an orifice just large enough for the nee-

dle b near its shank, so that when the needle is
turned out in the position shown at: Fig. 1,and
the said tip or ferrule ¢ placed around needle
and over end of handle A, the said tip or clasp

~¢ will fit closeontothe handle A, snugly around

the needle b, and hold the latter firmly in the
desired position for working, When it is de-

| sired that the needle be put up, the ferrule ¢is

removed, the needle turned on its pivot 4 (as

lllustrated at Fig. 3) after the fashion of a pen-

knife-blade, and closed into the slot a, when
ferrule ¢ is again placed on end of handle A,

as shown at Fig. 2, and the instrument isin a

very desirable condition to be carried in the
lady’s pocket. | SR

In lieu of hanging the needle ¥ permanently
on the pivot 4, as shown in the figures just re-
ferred to, I propose in some instances to form
the shank of the needle b with a hook or loop,
as seen 1n Kig. 5. With this mode of con-

struction the needle may be closed into the
| handle and held out for working (by ferrule ¢,)
as Just described of Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, while at

the same time it can be entirely removed from

1-handle A forthe substitution of another needle

with a similar shank but different point.

of my invention, in which the needle b, instead

- At Fig.7Ihave shown another modification o

of closing into the side of handle A, issocom-
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bined with a hollow handle that when the

clasp or tip ¢ is removed the needle may be

pushed or dropped into the central bore or

cavity «’ of the handle A.
- It is obvious that my invention is subject to
a great variety of modifications all involving
the same principle, and I desire to secure pro-
tection in ali the different modes of carrying
out my invention, which rests in the 1lea of a
crochet-needle so constructed that the needle
can be closed into the handle or held firmly in
a working position at pleasure, and also so
made, if desired, as that one handle will serve
for the employment (at different times) of dif-
ferent needles for different kinds of work..
Having described the construction and ep-

eration of my 1mprovement and not WlShlnﬂ‘
to be understood as limiting myself to the ex-
act modes shown of carrying out my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desn*e to secure .
by Letters Patent, is— -

A crochet needle or Iinstrument so con-
structed that the needle may be folded or
closed into the handle, and distended or held
out firmly in a working position at pleasure,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

‘In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal this 21st day of A pril, 1862.

JOSEPH M. HOADLEY

In presence of —

L. B. DE FOREST S
. GEO. W, H_UBBDLL -
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