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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

DAVID M. SMITH, OF SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT,

IMPROVEMENT IN SPRING-HOOK FASTENINGS FOR GARMENTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 38,920, dated June 16, 1863.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAvID M. SMITH, of
Springfield,inthe county of Windsorand State
of Vermont, have invented a new and Im-
proved Spring’ Hook or Fastening for Wrap-
pers, arments, and other Artlcles and I do
hereby declare that the followmg is a full,
- clear, and exact description of the same, refer
ence bemﬂ‘ had to the accompanying drawm gs,
making a paer of this specification, in which—
- Iigure 1 is a side sectional view of my in-

ventlon taken in the line » w, I'ig. 2; Fig. 2,
a back view of the same ; Fig. 3, an end wew
of the same; Ifig. 4, an eud view of a hook or
fastening on which mineis an improvement.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

- This invention relates to an improvement
on & hook or fastening designed more espe-
cially for soldiers’ india-rubber wrappers or
blankets, to secure the same on the wearer,
and also to fasten the wrappers or blankets
together to form tents or coverings for a pla-
rality of men, and for which hook or fasten-
ing Letters Patent were granted to Abel Put-
nam, Jr., bearing date November 11, 1862.
This hook or fastemng has been thorouﬂ'hly
tested, and, with one cxception only, answers
a good purpose. It was formed of a spring-
hook, constructed by bending a piece of wire
so as to be doubled, and then bent in hook
form. One end of the spring-hook is longer
than the other, and the long end is attached
to a button, the short end being free or dis-

engaged, and constituting a spring to retain

or hold the hook in the eyelet of the garment.
There 1s one difficnlty, however, attending
this hook or fastening, and that is that
the short and free end of the hook sometimes
admits of the hook canting around and catch-
ing over the edge of the eyelet c.;msmg Con-
-Sldemble embarrassment.,

My invention is designed to obviate this
difficulty; and it consistsin having the free or
{hsengaged end of the spring extended, or of
sufficientlength toadmitof its passing throu oh
a slot 1n the back plate of the button, so that
the said end of the spring will be fully COV-
ered or not exposed SO as to catch over the
edge of the eyelet,

To enable those skilled in the art to -fully

understand and construct my invention, I will

proceed to deseribe it.

A represents a button or knob, to Whmh Q |

hook, B, is attached, said hook being formed
of a sin gle piece of w1re doubled so as to form
two parts in V form, and then bent so as to
form a hook. (See more particularly Figs. 1
and 2.) Oneend, ¢, of this spring1s attached
permanently to the button; but the other end,
a’,1sleft free or disengaged, and passes through
a slot, b, in the back plate, ¢, of the button, as
shown 1n Fig. 2, said slot being of sufficient
length to admit of the end &’ of the spring
working back and forth a requisite distance.
The elasticity of the spring is such as to keep
the free end a’ of the spring against the end
of the slot O’. The end ¢/, after passing through
the slot 4, is bent over, as shown in Fig. 1, so
that it will be retained in proper position. By

‘this arrangement it will be seen that when

the hook is fitted in the eyelet the spring or
elasticity of the hook will cause it to be re-
tained or held in the eyelet of the garment.
(See Fig. 3, in which an eyelet and a portion
of a garment are shown in red outline.)

The hook or fastening patented by Putnam,
and previously alladed to, is shown in Fig. 4.
Lt will be seen by referring to this figure that
the free or disengaged end d of the hook does

| not enter the back plate, e, of the button of

said hook, but is exposed, so that it is liable
to catch over the edge of the eyelet, which 18
shown in red outline, and in endeavoring to
adjust the hook properly the free end or part
of the hook 1s frequently strained or bent out-
ward, so as to break or become strained, or
permanently injured. 7This difficulty is fully
obviated by wmy invention, while the advan-
tage of the Putnam hook or fastening is re-
tained.

I do not claim, broadly or Sepamtely, the
spring-hook connected to a button or knob,
irrespective of the arrangement herein shown
and described, for that has been already pat-
ented, as herein stated; but,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and deswe to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

bxtelldmg the free or disengaged end a’ of
the spring or elastic hook B through an ob-
long slot, b, in the back plate, ¢, of the button
or knob A, substantially as and for the pur-

pose herein set forth. |
DAVID M. SMITH.

‘Witnesses :
- SAML. W. PORTER,

JOHN PERKINS,
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