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UNITED STATES

PaTeNT OFFICE.

JOHN HOUSIAUX, OF WASHINGTON CITY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

IMPROVED FOLDING BEDSTEAD.

Specification forming parf of Letters Patent No. 88,827, dated June 9, 183, |

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN HOUSIAUX, of
the city and county of WVashmgton, in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Portable Fold-Up
Bedsteads, Cots, &c.; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the construction and operation
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making a partof this spect-
fication, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side view of the bed-
stead spread out. Fig. 2 represents an end
view of the same. Iig. 3 represents one half of
the bedstead as folded up. TFig. 4 represents
a view of one end of one section of -the bed-
stead as folded up. Fig. 5 represents a view
of the opposite end thereof, and Iig. 6 repre-
sents a portion of a4 top plan of the same.

Similar letters of reference where they oc-
cur in the separate figures denote like parts

in all the drawings.
To enable others skilled 1n the art to make

and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
sceribe the same with 1e1‘e1 ence to thedrawings.
The side rails, A, are made of two pieces of
equal length and eomleeted by a hinged joint,
a, l1ke a rule-joint, so as to double overin one
direction and be rigid in the opposite direc-
The end rails, B, are about one -half the
length of the side rails, but may be of double
the depth of the side rails, so as to form, when
set up, a head and foot board. When, how-
ever, a side rail and an end rail are folded up
together, as seen at Iigs. 4 and 5, they form
a compact parallelogram. The end rails, B,
are hinged at one of their ends, as at b, to one
of the side rails, A, and the hinges b of the
two sections—each section being composed of-
one side rail and one end rail—should be 8o ar-
ranged as to be at diagonal corners of the
set-up bedstead. Where the side and end
ralls are hinged together there is a mitered
joint, ¢, formed to make a good bearing-sur-
face between them.. The opposite diagonal
corners of the set-up bedstead areunited, when

run together, by lugs d d on one passing

through mortises in the other and secured by
hooks ¢ e, or by -a bolt or pin passing through
holes in the protruding portion of the lugs.

Jisarod, which, when the bedstead is folded
up, may occupy the position in which it is
shown in Fig, 3; but when -the bedstead is
set up for use, this rod reaches across from
side rail to side rail at about their centers in
length, for the purpose of tying and bracing
saild rails. The legs U of the bedstead are
hinged to the side rails, as at ¢, and can be
folded up into grooves or recesses formed in
the side rails, as shown in red lines in Fig. 3,
when the bedstead is folded ap for tra._nspor-
tation or for storage. To the legs C are
pivoted small braces ¢, which, in its set-up con-
dition, give more st.«lblhty to the bedstead,
and which, when in its folded-up oondltlon
shut up w1th the legs 1n the grooves or re
cesses in the rails. The sagging bottom I make
of canvas or any other fabric used for such
purposes, and furnish it with small ringsor eye-
lets, and the rails furnished with countersunk
pins », over the heads of which the rings or
eyelets are passed. This makes a light, eheap,
and strong bedstead, easily taken down and
easily set up, while for transportalion or for
storage the entire bedstead, with all its parts
complete, need not occupy a greater Space
than three feet 1n length by about one footin
1ts transverse dlmenslons

Having thus fully described my improve-
ment in portable fold-up bedsteads, what I
claim therein as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A bedstead composed of two sections, each
section being made up of three pieces hinged
together, as described, and the two sections
united at diagonal corners, substantially in
the manner set forth, so that the two sections
may, when taken ’lpﬂI't be folded up, as shown

and desombed
JO HN HOUSIAUX.

Witoesses:
A. B. SToUucHTON,
B. W. SPAIN.
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