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A

Lo all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, E. H. ASHCROFT, of Bos- |

ton, in the county of Suffolk and Common-
~ 'wealth of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-
- provementin Breech-Loading Fire-Arms; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being made to the acco mpanying draw-
ings and letters thereon. |

My invention relates, principally, to that
class of breech-loading fire-arms which have
a sliding piston at the rear, closing or form-
ing the breech, and pertains particularly to a
method offirmly and securely lockin gthegame;
and its chief merit consists in its Special adap-
tation for mounted service, enabling the rider
t0 easily load it while slung at the side. At
the same time it can he readily used as an in- |
fantry-arm. | '

Lo enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
- scribe the same. R

Figure 1 is a top view of a portion of a fire-
arm barrel with my Improvement attached.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same.

A. represents the barrel; B, the bore; C, the |
- sliding piston, which opens or closes the breech
or bore of the barrel. | |

I K are lags on the sides and extreme end
of the barrel. ' | . _
B E are two hooks or levers, one on each
side of the barrel, and pivoted to the rear end
of the piston C. Their front ends, when passed

over the lugs I I, securely lock the piston C
and close the breech or bore of the barrel. Be-
Lween their rear ends a spiral or other spring,
1, 18 intended to be applied to press the front
Jaws toward each other. -

- Disasliding cover or lid working in a dove-

tall groove, and is attached to the piston C by

the pin H, which also is the pivot for the hooks

or levers E E. The slot G in the rear end of |
thisslidinglid or cover containga Spiral spring,

J, which gives the hooks play enough to pass
over the lugs, -and then throws them back in
- contact, making them firmly grasp the same,
The pin H can be secured in place by a key
through the lower end or by a lock-nut.

K K are pins on each side of the front end

of the piston to limit its withdrawal. i

The operation of this fire-arm is as follows:
1'o prepare the piece for loading, the rear ends
of the hooks E E are pressed together and a
little forward, which releases the hooks or le-
vers from the lugs. Upon pulling back the
same, the piston and sliding lid are both drawn
to the rear, leaving an open chamber, I, for
the insertion of a cartridge. Upon simply re-
versing the operation or pressing the movable
parts forward, the piston C pushes the car-

tridgeintoits placeintothebarrel and closesthe

bore of the same. The Jid D closes the cham-

ber, the hooks or levers F E pass over the Ings
If ¥, thus locking the piston, and leaving the
pleceready to be discharged by any of the well-
known methods not necessary here to show.
The piston C can be extended stil] further to
the rear, and be so formed as to facilitate the -
pushing forward of the
by having a button on the end of it. It will
therefore be seen how readily, while this arm
13 slung at the side of a mounted man, with-
out taking it up, he can open and close the

- breech, and load it by simply operating the

piston and levers E E with his right, not dis-
turbing his bridle, hand. It is also free from
long levers and projections, so objectionable
in breech-loading arms, especially for mount-
ed men. It will also be seen that this arm,
when used for Infantry, can easily be loaded

‘while at a ““support,”’ or on the left shoulder,
~Or In other positions. Instead of the project-

Ing lugs F' I, the hooked ends of the levers It
E may pass through the barrel on each side
and enter the piston into recesses cut i1n the
same, thus locking it. = |
What I claim as my invention, and desire to

| secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The method of locking the piston C by
means ot the hooked levers E R and lugs F' F,

or their equivalents.

2. The combination of the barrel A, lags
IF, levers B I, piston C, slide D, and Spring J.

E. H. ASHCROFT.

Witnesses:
A. MOORE,
Nu Hr SCHRABI#

piston—for instance, .
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