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IMPROVEMENT IN SELF-LOADING FIRE-ARM.

Speetfication forming part of .Lett{rra Patent No. 38,8604, dated May 19, 1863.

Lo all whom it may concern :

IBe 1v known that I, WaAvNE . RICE, of
Windsor, county of Hartford, and State of
‘Uonnecticut, have invented a certain new and
usetul Improvement in Fire-Arms; and I do
hereby declare that the same is deseribed and

represented in the following specifieation and .

drawings, so as to enable others skilled in the
art to malke and use the same. I will there-
~ fore proceed to deseribe its constraction and
operation, referring to the drawings, in which

the same letters indicate like parts in each of |

the figures. |

- dhis tmprovement relates to the mode of
supplying fixed ammunition from the naga-
zine into-the slide-chamber by depressing and
elevating said slide-ehamber into line with the
bore of the barrel, and of disposing of the
cartridge-shell
trom. . -
- In the accompanying drawin gs, Figure 1 is
a side view., TFig. 2 is a seetional side eleva-
tion, with the trigger-guard and slide‘chamber
drepped down, so as 1o receive its cuarge from
the magazine. TFig. 3is a sectional elevation,
showing the slide-chamber brought up into
line with the bore of the barrel by means of
the trigger-guard D. o

- A1S the barrel of the arm.
O isthe chambered slide.
ger-gnard. 1 is the fixed ammunition. " F is
the magazine for holding the fixed ammulition,
and is arranged on the under
(x is & spring-follower, for'moving the ammu-
iliti{}ll in the magazine toward the slide-cham-
e, | o -

« 18 the chamber in the slide U, and has a
spring or other detent to-act as friction or
solder npon the cartridge to hold it in place
in steh cases as when it (the charge) enters
the chamber « loosely. I

- The trigger-guard D is hung on a pivot, b,
~and has arvanged on its apper cdge a detent,
d, to hold back the cartridge B’ while the car-
tridge K is being discharged from the oun.
Lt is also, provided with a spring-dog, e, (its
shape will be fully understood from the side
and edge view in IMgs, 8 and 4.} the use of

B is the stock.

which is to draw down the slide C to its proper
position for receiving its charge from the nag-
azine, at which poiut it unhooks itself from

after the charge is fired there-

D is the lever trig-

side of the barrel.

S

i

‘use of a spring. |

“ready to be discharged.

the slide C, while the guard D is still moved
further down, so that the extended end i of
the lever-guard will enter between the first
and second cartridges, B and I, in the mag-
azine, and force the first one, ¥, into the
chamber « of the slide G, and at the same
time expel the exploded shell j (when remain-
ing in thesaid chamber a) either into the cliam-
ber & of the stock, or through the opening m
in the under side of the stock, just back of the
stide C.- . - )

Fig. 5 shows a modified view of the detent

d and the extended end ¢ of the lever-gnard

D, in which tiip extended portion < of the lever- |
guard 1) 1s jointed to the lever, the same as the
detent-¢, and a uniformity of action is produced
between the two (the arm 7 und the detent e)
by a connecting-link, @, which causes the two
to work together, thereby dispenstag with the - |

I propose to use the common lock mew in
use, and therefore have omitted to deseribe or

show one in this case. I have described the
arrangement and the mode of its operation

without describing in detail its shape and pro-

Jbportions, because these may be changed with-

out changing either its arrangement or opera-

tion.

In using this arm I first compress the spring-
follower G into its chamber at G’ by weans of
the pin n, and secure it in that position by turn-
Ing it into a notch provided therefor; then
insert the charges or fixed ammunition; then
unfasten the spring-follower and -allow it to
bear against the charges. Then the arm is
By first dropping the
trigger-guard lever D into the position shown
at Fig. 2 and the dog ¢ becomes detached from
the slide €, when the chamber théreof is just
intline with the magazine and continues its mo-
tion, while the extended end i of the guard-
lever enters between the first and second car-
tridges, 10 and 1, and forees the first into
the chamber a of the slide C.- Then by return-
ing the guard-lever back to its place the de-

i tent d crowds back the charges in the:maga:

zine, aud the dog ¢ snaps into the cateh of tlie
slide, in readiness for a repetition of the load-
Ing operation, when the charge 18, Fig. 3, is
fired from the gun. o R
I have endeavored to deseribe the construe:




11:1011 .and opera.tmn of my 1mpmvement 80 as. The arr angement orcombination of the lever-
~ toenable a person skﬂled to mmke the same | guard D, with-its extended arm i, detent d,
therefmm R - dog e, mth the slide C, substantla,lly in the;
~ 1 do not claim the cartridge- magazme be- | manner as and for the purpose described. -
neath the barrel, or the self-loading sliding . WAYNE H. RICE. [resd
breech operated by the trigger-guard lever. Wltuesses | -

: What I claim, therefore, and demreto secure | - R. H. PHELPS,

by Letters Patent, 18— - - JEREMY W. BLISS.I..
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