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do all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES F. SPENCER,

of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and |

State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Self-Sealing Preserve-
Jars; and I do hereby declare that the follow-

Ing is a full and exact description thereof, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, making part of this specitication.

Figurelisacentrallongitudinal vertical sec-
tion of my improved jar; Fig. 2,a perspective
view of the cover inverted and with the pack-
Ing-ring detached; Fig. 3,a plan of the packing-
ring detached from the cover; Fig. 4, a modi-
fication of the stopper in section. o

Like letters designate corresponding parts
1n all the figures.

My invention consists in the arrangement
of the stopper, provided with a ring of rub-
ber or other suitable packing, forming a rim
or flange projecting sufficiently beyond the
edge of .the cover to pack tightly between it
and the neck of the jar, and in a suitable seat
provided within the mouth, as hereinafter de-

scribed.

The jar A may be of ordinary form and con-
structlon, as represented, and made of glass,
tin, or any other suitable material. Itis pro-
vided at its top with an open mouth of suit-

. able size, the neck of which is preferably made

sligatly conical, so that the stopper will pack
more tightly as it is driven in, and it is also
provided with a suitable seat, a, at the proper
position within the neck for the stopper to
strike on when in place. The stopper is in-
tended to be inserted in and removed from
the mouth of'the jar similarly to the ordinary
stopper of the bottle, and to pack the jointso

of the jar under all conditions. To this end
1t 1s composed of two parts—the cover B
proper, and a ring, b, of india-rubber orother

equilvalent material, secured thereto. The

cover B 1s made in a single piece, and prefer-
ably of porcelain, glass, or earthenware, so as
to resist the action of the acids of the fruit in-

- closed, though, if desirable, it may be made

of metal or other material. It is provided at
the top with a suitable ring or kmnob, ¢, for
easlly inserting and removing it. Inthe outer
edge or periphery of the coveris madeagroove

or channel, d, of considerable depth, and ex- |

tightly as to hermetically inclose the contents

tending entirely around the circumference, as
represented in Figs. 1 and 2, and into this
groove 1s fitted the packing-ring b, Figs. 1 and
o, of such size that it will fill the groove closely
by its elasticity, and project at the same time
considerably beyond the edge of the cover, so
as to furnish sufficient surface for the paclk-
ing. The cover B, thus provided with the
groove « in its periphery, has two flanges or

rims af its edge, one above and the other be-

low the rubber. The diameter of the flange f
above is a little less than the diameter of the
mouth of the jar in which the stopper fits, so
as to leave sufficient space for the thickness-of
rubber to serve as packing, while the diame-
ter of the flange ¢ below is a little less than
that of the opening in the seat « of the jar, so
that it will not strike thereon as it is pressed
down, but still fill the whole space, so as to
shut off the rubber as much as possible from

the fruit below. Thus arranged, when the

stopper is inserted in place, the projection of
rubber outside the flange f is compressed
against the neck of the jar so tightly as to ex-
cinde the ingress of air, and turns up into the
position shown in IFig. 1, furnishing a broad
bearing against the neck of the jar, being al-
ways sustalned in place by the said flange.
This broad bearing furnishes a secure packing
under all conditions, so that the jar may be
moved or transported with safety.

‘The advantage of a cover made in a single

piece with the packing secured to it as de- |

scribed 18 apparent.

The deviceisexceedingly cheap, and itssim-
plicity is such that it cannot become disar-
ranged or inoperative. It is readily molded
or cast, and when thus formed is perfectly
tight, having no joints through which air may
find ingress, as is the case where it is composed
of several parts that have to be joined togeth-
er, and i1t requires no fitting, as in such cases.
The rubber is easily applied by stretching it
over the edge, and when in position fills the
groove closely. The flange ¢ of the cover, by
filling the space inclosed by the seat of the
jJar, eftectually and entirely excludes the rub-
ber from contact with the fruit, Iy which the
taste of the latter is affected or-the vitality of
the packing injured. By being made in a sin-
gle piece the cover is not liable to become
strained by removal from the jar, 8o as to open




the joints, as is frequently the case in other
devices. A stopper thus constructed will Jast
for many years.

IFig. 4 shows a modification of the stopper,
in which an entire disk of rubber is used, se-
cured between two disks of metal plate suit-
ably secured together. |

What T claim as my invention, and desire
to secnre by Letters Patent, 18—

The combined arrangement and construc-
tion of the double-flanged cover B, packing-
ring b, and jar-neck seaf «, one flange, f, of |

37,647

the cover compressing and tightening the
packing-ring, and the other flange, g, nearly
filling and closing the circle within the seat,
substantially as and for the purposes herein
specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

CIIAS. I, SPENCIER.
YWitnesses:
J. FR-ASER}
. . O8G0o0oD.
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