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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JOEN STRASZER, of St.
Louis, in the county of St. Louis and Smte of
Mlssoum have invented a new and usefual Im-
prm‘ement in Lanterus; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference bemﬂ‘
had to the accompanying drawings, makmn‘
a part of this specification.

FFigure 1 is an elevation of a lantern wi.h
my 1mpr0vement apphed to it; Fig. 2, a ver-
tieal eentral section of the qame Laken 1n the
line z x, Fig. 3; Fig. 3, a plan or top view of
the same, wwh the upper part of the lantern
thrown back to expose the lamp.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding partsin the several figures.

This 1nvention consists in a novel way of
securing the bottom of the lantern, which con-
talns the lamp, to its upper pirt, as herein-
atter fully shown and described, whereby the
two parts cannot become detached and the
lamp portion lost or mislaid, a contingency of
frequent occurrence in using ordinary lan-
terus, the invention at the same time admit-
ting of the lamp being very readily exposed
when 1t 1s required to be lighted, trimmed, or
extinguished.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention, I wili
proceed to describe it.

A represents the upper part of a ldntern
and B the lower part. These two parts m::—w
be constructed in the usual way, and there-
tore do not require a minute description. The
lower part, B. has the lamp O attached to it
as usual, and said part is connected atits up-
per Pdoe to the lower edge of part A by a
hinge, @, (see Fig. 2,) which admits of the up-
per part A, being turned overin a horizontal
position to expose the lamp C for convenience
of lighting or extinguishing the same. When

the upper part, A, is turned or adjusted in a
vertical position its lower edge fits within the
upper edge of the part B, as shown in Fig. 2,

a tlange, b, which encompasses the lower parb
of A restmg on the upper edge of B. Within |

the part B there is secured a Sprmg, D, which
may be constructed of a steel rod, bent 1N CIr-
cular form, and attached at its center to B,
the ends of sald rod being bent outward and
passing through oblong slots ¢ in the part B.
This spring D, by its elasticity, has a tend-
ency to bear or press against the inner side
of B, and to said spring, near each end, there
is atmched a vertical pla,te, d. The upper
ends of these plates are bent over toward the
inner side of B, so as to form convex surfaces
at their upper udes., as shown at e, and the
lower ends of said plates are also b(,ut toward
the Inner side of B, as shown at f. (See
Fig. 2.)

To the inner side of the lower part, A, of
the lantern there are attached two pins, 7
which, when the parts A B are connected in
close cont%t, are below the upper bent ends,
¢, of the plates d, the ends e forming catuhes
to hold A to B. Iu consequence of the upper
surfaces of e being rounded, or of convex furm,
the pins ¢ are allowed, when A 1s turned in a
vertical position, to pI'eSS inward the plates d
and pass down underneath the catches e. In
order to release the catches e from the pins ¢,
the operator simply presses the outer ends of
the spring D toward each other, which throws
inward the plates d. By this siinple arrange-
ment the bottom B of the lantern cannot be
lost or mislaid, as it is permanently attached
to the upper or main part A, and at the same
time the lamp O may, by actuating the spring
D and turning over the part A, be exposed
with the greatest facility for lwhtmg, frim-
ming, or extingunishing the same.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

The combmation of the hinge and spring-
cateh, when applied to lanterns, substantially
as and for the purpose herein set forth.

JOHN STRASZER.

Witnesses:
J. HOLTZINGER,
BENJAMIN HORTON.
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