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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

Ir. H. FURNISS AND F. R. MYERS OF CLEVELAN D OHIO.

IMPROVEMENT IN RAILROAD BAGGAGEfCHECKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 7,441, dated J a,nuai'y 20, 1863.

- Jo all whom it may concern: -

- Be it known that we, F. H. FUrRNISS and F.
R. MYERS, of Cleveland, in the county of Cuya-
hoga and -State of Ohio, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Railroad Bag-
gage-Checks; and we do hereby declare that
the follomng 1S a full and complete descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
- Ing drawings, making part of this S];)ec]ﬁca
tion, in which—

Tlgures 1 and 2, Plate A, represent reverse
sides of a local check with numbers represent-
ing the several statlons marked thereon, as,
for exam ple, the Cleveland and Pittsburg from
Cleveland to Wellsville. Figs. 3 and 4, Plate
A, show the same checks with the strap 1n-
serted through the slots, indicating the num-
ber of the station to which baggage is to be
forwarded. Figs. 1 and 2, Plate B, show re-
verse sides of a through check between im-
portant points, as, for example, Chicago and
New York, Cleveland and Philadelphia, Balti-
more and Chicago, &e.

" The nature of our invention relates to the
construction of checks for local or through
routes that can with equal faclhty be used on
the return trips, and for any intermediate sta-
tion on a local line, or for important points on
through lines. The same feature 1s embraced
in each., The only difference is that on the lo-
cal check numbers are used to indicate the
stations, while on the through lines the names
of the places are stamped upon the check.

We will first describe the local check. The
one represented in the drawings is designed
forthe Cleveland and Piftsburg Railroad, from
Cleveland to Wellsville, that portion of the
road comprising a local section embracing
thirty-two local stations. The check is made
of a plate of brass or other suitable material,
about six inches in length and about one and
a halfinches wide. Upon one side on the right-
hand margin 1s stamped half the numbers of
the stations in figures—in this case from 1
to 16 inclasive—and upon the opposite side
on the right-hand margin is stamped the re-
maining half of the number of the stations in
figures—in this case from 17 to 32 inclusive.
The central portion of the check is occupied
by a series of slots, S, placed opposite the num-
bers and corresponding thereto. The left-hand
‘margin of the check, upon both sides, is

T

stamped with any number from one upward,
and with the initial letters of the name of the
road or the name in full, as, for example, 1,448,
C. & P. A duplicate cheek IFig. 5, Plate A
with the sawe number (1, 448 C. &; P. Loeal)
accompanies each local check ‘and is given to
the person owning the baggage at the time
the check is attached. Now, for example, if
a passenger starts from Olevel&nd which sta-
tion 1s marked No. 1, and desires to have his
baggage stop at Bedford, which station 1s No.
4, the check-strap T, which is attached to the
lower end of the check, is put through the
slot opposite figure 4, as shown in plate A,
Fig. 3. If he desires o stop at Hudson, the
sixth station, the strap is put through at fig-
ure 6. 1If at Alliance, it is put through the slot
at 12. The slot C at the upper end of the
check is designed for the strap to pass through
{rom the reading face backward, for the pur-
pose of keeping the check in a smta,ble posi-
tion for reading. In all cases the strap is in-
serted from the back forward, for in this man-
ner the baggage man 18 le%s liable to make
mistakes in the numbers. Whichever side of
the check is used the strap should be inserted
from the side opposite the number, as, for ex- -
ample, if Salineville is the station indicated,
the strap should be adjusted as in Ifig. 4 at num |
ber 28. If at Wellsville, the strap should pass
through slot No. 32, 1t will be seen by this
arrangement that any station on the whole
route, in running in either direection, can be
indicated by the position of the strap through
the slot. This check can be arranged for the
whole of the route to Pittsburg or other sec-
tion of a local route by attaching, by means of

a hinge or otherwise, an extemwn plate to

either end with the number of stations marked
thereon, with corresponding slots, as before
descrlbed

Instead of numbers being used, the names
of the stations can be stamped upon the bars
between the slots, but numbers are more con-
veniently read, and the necessity for marking
with chalk upon the trunk or package is thus
avolded. |

Plate B, Figs. 1 and 2, represents reverse
sides of a through and return check between
important points, as, for example, from Chi-
cago to New York via M. s., C. & T., O, &
P., Cen., Penn., N. C., andD & A R. R.
We have simply taken the above-named route
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as an illastration, and which we denominate |

the A route. From Chicago to New Yorkvia
M C,C. &, C.& A, ,ﬂndN Y.Cen., we de-

mommc te the B route, and via Erie R. IR., the.

O route, and the checks are thus marked A,
B or C, accordmg to the route, and the same
between other important points.
Figs., 1 and 2, Plate B, consists of a ])la,-te
of brass. or other suaitable material, some
five or six inches long
wide. Along the middle is a series of slots,
S, arnd upon The intermediate bars is stamped
the 1 ames of the 1mportant stations upon the
sever al lines composing the route, as Chicago,
‘Toledo, Cleveland, Pittshurg, Harrlsbur , Bal-
| tlmore, Phﬂadelphm New York.

as shown i the figures. The namesor p :ints
on the route are reversed 1n their order on op-
posite sides of the check, as shown 1n Figs. 1
~and 2, New York btau{hnw at the head on one
side and Chicago 51:.;11.1(1111 o at the head on the
other.
~stamped any number from 1 upward,
the route-letters A DB or C, according to the
route for which the checl is designed; but

wacre there is but one route between impor-
In-

tant points, a ronte-letterneed not be used.
the exaimple shown in the drawings, the num-
ber of the check is 5,237, and tlm rome letter
A. The duplicate L]lebk has upon one side
A, 5,237, and upon the reverse M. 5., C. & T.,
-G &P Cen. Penn.,, N. C,, C. & A,
Dxample of use: If Ua._,hf oe is to be passed
through from Chicago to ‘Tuv York via Pitts-
burg, the A check is used and the strap in-
serted, as shown in Plate B, Fig. 3. If from
Chicago to Pittsburg, the strap 1s inserted so
that these two names ouly are shown on the
- front side of the check.

This check,

and one and a half

The Sl,mp |
T is attached to the lower end of the check,

Upon one margiu of the check 1s’
and

If baggage is to be

forwarded from Cleveland to Harrisburg, the
strap is so inserted that ¢Cleveland” and
‘““ Harrisburg?” only are seen.

It will be observed that the checks are al-
ways read from the top toward the bottom,
whichever side 1s used—one side being from
Chicago to New York, and the other side from
New York to Chicago—therefore, if baggage
is to be forwarded from New York to Chicago,
that side of the check shown in Fig. 4, Plate

i B, 1s used, and the strap so inserted that all the

names are hidden, except New York and Chi-
cago. If baggage is to be forwarded from
Philadelphia to Cleveland, the strap.is in-
serted as shown in Fig. 4, Plate B the c¢heck
will therefore read “Phﬂadelphla” ‘“Cleve-

land.”

The same kind of combinations are to be
used in auy other route, whether local or
through. Thus it will be czeen that in the ex-
ftmpale.s given, these checks can be used be-
tween any two stations or pomt& on the 100&1
or through lines. |

In the example cited for the throunh hne
from Chicago to New York and from New
York to Chicago, over two hundred and fifty
GOlllblHatIOH& can be effected, and is there-
fore equivalent to the same number of checks.

What we claim as our improvement, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is— =

Placing the number-or nmnes of stations on
baggage- cheehs in cousecutive order, with in-
termedwte or corresponding openings or slots
for the insertion of the strap, as and for the

purpose Speeiﬁet]

F. H. I‘URNISS
.- 17, R MYDRS
Witnesses:
J. LPMNERJ |
W. H LURRIDGE
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