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UNITED STATES

PaTenT

JOSEPH SHORT, OF BOSTON, ASSIGNOR TO ABBIE . SHORT, OF SALEM,
- - MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN KNAPSACKS.

specifieation forming part of Letters Patent No. 87,263, dated December 16, 1862,

1o all whom it may concerws |

Be it known that I, JosEPH SHORT, of Bos-
ton, county of Suffolk, and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in the Mode of Slinging Knap-
sacks; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full and exact description thereof,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
- thereon, like letters in the several figures in-
dicating the same parts, and in which draw-
INGS— |

Figure 1 indicates a knapsack with my im-
provements thereon; Kig. 2, a view showing
- the neck-yoke or neckband with its shoulder-
straps detached from the knapsack-body and
In position for use as an officer’s “Dblanket-
strap,” or for use to carry a single blanket or
overcoat on forced marches, ‘scouting,” or
picket duty. Iig. 31is a sectional view show-
g the application of ‘ steady-pins” at the
bottom of the knapsack, whereby the knap-
sack 1s prevented from swaying sidewise upon
the back of the soldier while on the ¢ double-
quick,” and whereby also the pinching of the
neck-yoke strap beneath the armpits is pre-
vented, such “ pinching 7 taking place when
the ends of the said neck-yoke strap are
buckled directly to the bottom of the knap-
sack, ag shown in the patents granted to me
for improvement in knapsacks, dated Novem-
ber, 12,1861, and January 28, 1862.

in Fig. 1, A indicates the body portion of
& knapsack, to the top of which a Llanket or
overcoat, 0, 15 confined by the ordinary strap-
fastenings, ¢. B indicates the neck-yoke or
maln suspending band, secured to the top of
the body portion of the knapsack, as described
1In my aforesaid patent of January 28, 1862, to
whichreferenceishereby made for more partic-
ulardeseription. The extremities orends d &/
of sald neck yolke or band, unlike said patent,
I now make to connect or buckle with steady
pieces or projections ¢ ¢, attached to the bot-
tom of the knapsack, said steady-pieces con-
sisting of sheaths of leather f, to the for-
ward ends of which bueckles g are secured to
receive the ends d d’ of the neckband, as
shown 1n Xig. 1, and of wooden strips h there-
i, as indicated. These steady-pieces are at-

‘this, the lower

T

the knapsack, and are secured obliquely there-
to, as shown, and are made to projectin front
of the knapsack a sufficient distance to touch
the sides or hips of the soldier when in use.
They thus prevent the sidewise swaying
movement of the knapsack, so annoying to the
soldier when on the double-quick. Besides
portions of the neckband B,
instead of being drawn under the armpits,
as shown in my patent of January 28, 1862,
thus pinching the soldier under his arms, as
now shown, pass down more directly in front
of his person, thus avoiding the objection
named, as well as affording a greater facility
for buckling and unbuckling, tightening and
loosening the neckband.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, shoulder-straps
¢ v/ are attached securely to that portion of
the neckband which clasps the nape of the
neck ot the wearer when in use, the outer

ends of said straps being made to engage

with buckles ¢/, secured to the top of the knap-

sack, as indicated. Near the junction of the
straps ¢ 4" with the neck band or yoke B, I se-
cure,in any proper manner, straps ¢/, as clearly
shown in Ifigs. 1and 2. By these means T am
enabled to utilize the connections with the top
of the knapsack for carrying a shelter-tent,
C*, 1n addition to the blanket or overcoat b,
and by thus placing the shelter-tent or other
large package C* at the point indicated it has
the desired effect of keeping the * yoke” and
connecting-straps ¢ ¢ down to their proper
place upon the shoulders of the wearer in
such manner as to prevent what is termed
the ““ hogging ” of the knapsack, by reason of
which its lower inner corner or edge is made
to impinge against the “hollow?” of the back
of the wearer, and which objection especially
occurs when the top of the knapsack is ¢ 10 )-
heavy” or overloaded. These straps ¢’ ¢/ next
to the neck may be used for a large blanket
or roll, while the straps ¢ on top of the knap-
sack can, as heretofore, be used for a small
roll or bundle, thus bringing the heavy roll
directly over the spine of the wearer, and in
the best position to be sustained with ease.
L'he soldier is thus enabled to carry his shel-
ter-tent, blanket, and overcoat with ease and
without overloading his knapsack for such

tached near the outer edges of the bottom of | purpose. By thus ¢ slinging” a knapsack it
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--------------- ~ the buckles ¢ and ¢’ the same may be utilized | The steady-pins at the bottom of the knap

I as an officer’s blanket-strap, or it may be used: _saek may consist of iron, wood, Stlff leather, = ¥
B by the common soldier for simply carrying a | or other suitable materia.

R mehmg the neck_ yoke. or neckband B from baﬂ"s and vallses L R

'''''''''''' . Dblanket or a shelter-tent when making foiced | Having thus described my mventmn what
IR marches, or while in the discharge of “scout” I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letterb: S
. . or ‘“picket” duty. When so used, the ex- | Patent of the Umted States, I8—

""" B 1 & emltles of the neckband B may be united | 1. The suspension strap or straps ¢/, in com-
AR in a knot, as at [, on the back of the wearer, -.blnat1on with the: connecting: strap or straps. .

~ or said extremities may be buckled dlrectl_y_ ¢/ and yoke or neck strap B, in the manner

- to the ordinary body-band, m, as indicated in | and for the purpose subst&ntmlly as set forth.
oo osaid figure. . My mode of slinoing knapsacks | 2. The steady-pins e e, in combination. with
S RN 1. 'thu‘s conveltlble either to the purposes | the knapsack A, subbtantmlly in the manner o
shown in Fig. 1 or Fig. 2, as occasion may re- | and for the purpose set forth.

I quire—a very 1mp01tant consideration in con- | Witness my hand in the matter of my im-
~ nection with this classof devices. | proved knapsack this 18th day of November, = :
It is evident my improvements may be ap- | A. D.1s62. -~~~
.-.-.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.;.:phedtoWh&tlsknownas&‘_‘skelet_onknap JOSEPH SHORT. f‘
-~ sack” consisting of asinglelapeltorest upon | Witnesges: | |
the shoulders and back of the wearerin place | Jos. CouT™MaAN,
o of the entire body portion of a knapsack, | 'CHARLES SHORT. o B
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