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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MARCUS P. NORTON, OF TROY, NEW YORK.

POSTMAH.K AND CANCELING STAMP.

- —

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 37,175, dated December 16, 1862,

To all whom it MQaly CONCErIL:

Be it known that I, MArRCUS P. NORTON of
the city of Troy, eounty of Rensselaer, and
State of New York, have invented a new and

Improved Postmarkmg and Canceling Stamp;

and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a
full and exact description of the constraction
and operation thereof, reference being hereby
had to the accompanying drawings, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon, which
make a part of this specification. |

Like letters represent and refer to like or
corresponding parts.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the stamp
and letter-frank canceling device. Iig. 2 is
a vertical section lengthwise through thecen-
ter of the various parts of the postmarking
and canceling stamp. Fig. 3 1s a face view
showing the postmarking-stamp ready for use,
and the construction of the canceling stamp
or device, more fully described heremaﬁer

The nature of my improvements consists in
so constructing canceling-stamps that the
same shall cut the postage-stampor any stamp
similar thereto without injury to the contents
of the envelope or packet inclosed therein,
and at the same time cause a heavy circular
mark upon the inside and one upon the out-
side of that part of the stamp or letter-frank
canceled by the cutting deviee, so that said
postage-stamp or letter-frank shall readily
show cancellation in ink, and when removed
from the letter or packet on which the same
may have been canceled it shall be reduced
to parts or pieces, whereby a second use of

the said- stamp or frank is thus prevented, al-

though it may have been previously cleaued
by a chemical or other process.

It also consists in the employment and com-
bination of a canceling-stamp with a cutting
and inking device thereon, with a postmark-

~ing or rating stamp, so that the canceling of

the letter-frank and the postmarking on the
envelope or packet shail be effectually done
by the means fully described hereinatter.

To enable others skilled in the art to which
myv invention relates to make and use the
same, I will here proceed to describe the con-
struction and operation thereof, which 1s as
follows, to wit:

1 coustmet the postmarking-stamp D of
steel or any material which will answer the

purpose. G is the mortise or opening to re- |

ceive the type for the month, the day of the
month, and the year,around which is the name
of the place where used. I is ascrew for the
purpose of holding the type in the said open-
ing . This stamp is secured and firmly fast-
ened to the block or cross-piece B, Figs. 1, 2,
and 3, by means of the screw K, whlch is held
in 1its place by means of the small SCrew a,
Figs. 1 and 2, which is placed near one side
of the said screw K, so as to prevent the
same from becoming 10056 by reason of tum-*
ing backward.

I construct the canceling-stamp of steel, of
any size required in diameter and in lenwtll
to correspond to and with the postmmkmg
or rating stamp D. On the face of this can-
celing stamp I construct eircular knives or

L eutters 7 ¢ ¢, Ifigs, 2 and 3, which project

somewhat below the face of the marking or
rating stamp D, Ifig. 2, so as to give a some-
what harder impression and in advance of that
given by the satd stamp D, whereby thepost-
age-stamp or frank upon which the same is
zsed is cub throungh, and at the same time
make the broad dark lines o o on the inside,
and the broad dark circular lines e e on the
outside thereof, and which said circularlines
are seen at Fig. 3. 'That parf of this cancel-
ing-stamp which makes the said eircular lines
o and e, Figs. 2 and 3, is made somewhat be-
low the surface or the immediate edge of the
said knives or cutters ¢, and serves as guides
to prevent the said knives or cutters from cut-
ting through the postage-stamp or frank and
the envelope containing the same, whereby
injury to the letter or contents within the en-
velope or packet is prevented, and at the same
time makes the aforesaid heavy or dark lines
o and e, Kig. 3, 80 as to show cancellatlon more
readﬂy

b b, Fig. 3, are grooves or channels cub
acmss the face of the said canceling-stamp C,

'50 as to leave a corresponding part of the let-

ter stamp or frank in condition withoat being
cut orinked. The said knives or cutters may
be made on a straight line across the face of
the canceling-stamp C, instead of a circular
form, in which event heavy gurards or guides
will be constructed upon each side thereof, so
as to prevent the said knives or cutters from
cufting too deep, and thereby injure the letter
or contents thereof inclosed within the envel-
ope containing the postage stamp, while abt
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.. the same time a heavy line or mark in ink
- - may be given upon the said postage-stamp, |
. thereby showing the cancellation readlly
- Any number required of the said knives or
-~ cutters may be used for cutting the said post- |
- age-stamp. The canceling-stamp C may be
- of any size or diameter desired. The guards
. thereon to prevent the said knives or cutters:
. 1rom cutting too much and from injuring any
- letter or any contents therein may be of any:|
. form or shape deemed best, so long as the ob-
. ject andresult desired by this canceling-stamp |
-~ areattained. The inner guard or guides may |
EEEE R ;beomlt‘t{,d if deswable s0 to do, and the entire:
... face or lower surface of ' the. aaad canceling

- stamp may be bevel, instead of convex or oval,
. which will in no wme change the character Of
.+ .the invention or device—to wit, the knives or |
. cutters and a guard or guards, in combmatwn

. with each other, for the purposes aforesaid. -
.. Theecross- piece B is- made of iron or steel |
e and in width the same as the diameter of the:
. sald rating and canceling stamp, and of an
~ thickness required. The said cancelmg stamp
. Ois securcly fastened to the said. Cross-piece
o0 By and at any desired distance from  the: said
SRR imtlng -stamp D, as seen at Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
o and in the qame manner as that Of the sald:
'5?:-5;,sta;mpD .

. Hisa screw bolt or. stem the lower end ofr
EEE R ;Whlch is screwed into the center of the said
. .. cross-piece B. Thehandle A is then screwed |
... .upon the said bolt or stem H, and firmly upon
~ the said cross- -plece B,

. strong and reliable  joining of: the h&ndle to|
the whole stamp. .

This stamp, thus constructed or combined,

18 designed to cancel permanently and sue-

thereby making a

cessiully postage-stamps on letters or packets
1n post-offices withoutinjury to the letter:or
| contents thereof, and thereby prevent thepos-
~81bility of a second or re use of such postage- -
1t may also be used by banks forthe =~ =
- purpese : of cancehng revenue-stamps upon .
-checks, notes, &c., and it may be used forcan- =
celing st&mps of any kind, whether postage,
‘revenue,or otherwise, o -
of labor in the making up of mails at any -
| post-office, and is a cheap and durable post SRR

stamp.

1t saves great amount

markmg or rating and canceling stamp.

‘Having thus described my invention and SEEREERREE
;1mpr0vements in postmarking and ecanceling = = .
stamps, what I clain therein, and desire tose- -
cure by Letters Patent of the Umted States,- S R
-]}_,--—:Q-.. )
1. The caneelmg devlce C, havmg on the: SRR
5 face or lower surface thereof kmves orcutters, -
1 and a guard or guards, in combination with
each other, by means: of which :the postage- - .
-stamp- is canceled by the said cutters, and at
y i the same time prevent any injury to the let--
ter or any ‘contents therein from: the said - ' =
‘knives or cutters by means of* the said guard -~
or guards, substantmlly as he1em desorlbed' R
f.andsetforth SEEE R
2. The: combmatmn of the ca,ncelmg stamp' EE R
? :0 and the postmarking or rating stamp D with =
‘the cross-piece B, substanally as and for theé HEEE TR
‘purposes herein descrlbed and set forth. R
In testimony whereof I have, on this 7th- SR R

day of October, 1862 hereunto set my hand

I\TARQUS P NORTO‘\T
Wltnesses
- FRANKLIN Sco1r,

JNO. H. MODHEbNEY
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